
  
 

 
 

 
26 April 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Summer 2021 Grading – Access Arrangements, Special Consideration and Malpractice 
 

As you will be aware, this year students will be awarded teacher assessed grades which will have been 
generated by balancing different sources of evidence collected over the duration of the course. Each piece of 
evidence will be carefully evaluated before it is used, for example we will check whether reasonable 
adjustments were in place when evidence was gathered.  
 
Access Arrangements 
Access arrangements are the adjustments made and agreed before an assessment. They allow candidates 
with specific needs, such as special educational needs, disabilities or temporary injuries to access the 
assessment without changing the demands of the assessment. 
 
The SEND Coordinator and Exam Officer have ensured that the agreed access arrangements were in place 
when formal assessments such as mock exams were taken by students. They will also ensure that access 
arrangements will be applied to any additional assessments which may take place in the classroom over the 
coming weeks. Teachers will confirm whether access arrangements were in place for assessments they intend 
to use as evidence. Where they were not in place the teacher will: 
 

• remove that piece of evidence from the basket of evidence 

• use an alternative piece of evidence 

• use the evidence on the basis that it is the most appropriate evidence available, and disregarding it 
would disadvantage the student. In such instances, the lack of access arrangements will be accounted 
for. 

 
Special consideration  
Special consideration is a post-assessment adjustment to a candidate’s mark or grade. This is to reflect 
temporary illness, temporary injury or some other event outside of the candidate’s control at the time of the 
assessment. It is applied when the issue or event has had, or is reasonably likely to have had, a material effect 
on a candidate’s ability to take an assessment or demonstrate his or her normal level of attainment in an 
assessment. 
 
If you think that your child’s performance in an assessment has been affected by illness, bereavement or 
personal circumstances, you should inform us about this as soon as possible before 7th May 2021. You should 
not wait until after you get your results to report circumstances which may have affected an assessment. 
Please use the link below to inform us of circumstances that may have affected any substantial assessments 
such as the February 2020 PPE’s, November 2020 PPE or the April 2021 Mock exams. Supporting evidence 
such as a doctor’s note, should be emailed to jo.howard@langleyacademy.org 
 
Link to request Special Consideration 
 
Further information about how personal circumstances will be considered can be found here. 
 
 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=NmioagQtEU6Y78-G5oW5yw8Fjy_P7CdFkUzw2CroBTdUNjRUR1ZYMVhKTzVaOUpIM1RKSUlSNkhOVy4u
file:///S:/..DATA%20OFFICE/.Centre%20Assessment%20Grades%2021/JCQ%20Guidance/JCQ-Guidance-for-Students-and-Parents-on-Summer-2021.pdf


  
 

 
 

 
Please do not use this link to report disruption to teaching and learning as a result of COVID 19.  We already 
have records of these circumstances and will be able to apply a degree of flexibility when selecting evidence 
to support the teacher assessed grade. 
 
Malpractice 
Due to the way in which grading will take place this year, it may be possible that some students may attempt 
to influence their teachers’ judgements about their grades. For example: 
 

• students might attempt to gain an unfair advantage by submitting fabricated evidence or  
plagiarised work.  

• students, or individuals acting on behalf of a student, such as parents/carers, might also try to 
influence grade decisions by applying pressure to teaching staff 
 

Such incidents would constitute malpractice and we have been asked to report these to the appropriate 
awarding organisation so that appropriate steps can be taken. 
 
We realise this is a worrying time for some of our students and would encourage them to discuss any 
concerns with their teachers, form tutor or RSL. We will continue to support students via lessons and 
assemblies and will reassure them we have designed a robust process to ensure they students are awarded 
fair grades based on a broad range of evidence. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mrs N Hegarty 
Assistant Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 


