
  
 

 
 

 
2 March 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
You will be aware by now of the Government announcement that grades determined by teachers will be 
awarded in the absence of exams. I outline below some of the guidance which may help to explain the 
process of grade generation but would like to point out that we are still awaiting much of the detail from each 
of the relevant exam boards. 
  

• Students will only be assessed on content they have been taught and not what they may have missed 

• A broad range of evidence, which has been collected over the duration of a course, will be used to 
generate a grade. This could include mock exams, coursework, in-class assessments and support 
materials which will be supplied by the exam boards in due course 

• Support materials provided by the exam boards will include a combination of published and 
unpublished questions which can be selected by teachers in accordance with content coverage 

• In subjects with a Non-Exam Assessment (NEA) component, this will be marked by teachers and 
contribute to the evidence of final grade 

• Students will be informed of the evidence a teacher has used to decide on an appropriate subject 
grade for them.  Students can tell their teachers about any mitigating circumstances they think might 
affect their grade. However, they will not be informed of that grade until the appropriate results day. 

• Results days will be as follows: 
- Tuesday 10 August 2021 AS and A Level 
- Thursday 12 August 2021 GCSE 

• Students can appeal their grades if they feel it appropriate to do so.  Students will be informed of the 
procedure in due course. 

 
I have attached a useful infographic which summarises this process. If you would like to read through the 
guidance in full you can find it though the following link 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-
awarded-in-summer-2021 
 
Based on our experiences of last year, it is important for our Year 11 and 13 students to be mindful of the 
need to do as well as they can in lessons and upcoming assessments. PPE’s (mock exams), other formal 
assessments, work in lessons, and mini tests could all form part of what could be used as an evidence base to 
inform teacher assessed grades. The pre-public examinations (PPE’s) scheduled in March will be pushed back 
so that staff have time to identify and address gaps on their return. The dates will be confirmed next week.  
 
We understand that this is an unsettling time for all parents and students and we will endeavour to keep you 
informed of all updates regarding exams as quickly as possible. Year 11 and 13 students who left The Academy 
in 2020 received grades based on teacher assessed grades, we went through a rigorous process to ensure the 
grades we awarded were fair and accurate. Every grade that was submitted had a strong evidence base to 
ensure accuracy. I want to reassure you all that we will apply an equally rigorous and fair approach this year.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs N Hegarty 
Assistant Headteacher 
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