
Coronavirus catch-up premium January 2021 Report 
 
Rationale for the funding 

 

Children and young people across the country have experienced unprecedented disruption 
to their education as a result of coronavirus (COVID-19). Those from the most vulnerable and 
disadvantaged backgrounds will be among those hardest hit. The aggregate impact of lost 
time in education will be substantial.   
The government announced £1 billion of funding to support children and young people to 
catch up. This includes a one-off universal £650 million catch-up premium for the 2020 to 
2021 academic year to ensure that schools have the support they need to help all pupils make 
up for lost teaching time.  

 

Although all children have had their education disrupted by the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
outbreak, it is likely that disadvantaged and vulnerable groups will have been hardest hit. That 
is why, alongside the universal catch-up premium, the National Tutoring Programme has 
been launched to provide additional, targeted support for those children and young people 
who need the most help.  
  
What this means for TLA  

 

Based on the census, we are expecting to receive at least £72,000. The year 7 Catch-up fund 
is allocated within this sum and this will amount to £17,000 in line with the 2019-2020 
budget. The aim for this provision is to follow a similar programme to previous years, 
detailed below.   
 
The remaining £55,000 forms the specific Coronavirus catch-up premium provision.  

 

EEF Funding Guidance 

 

To support schools to make the best use of this funding, the Education Endowment 
Foundation (EEF) published a coronavirus (COVID-19) support guide for schools with 
evidence-based approaches to catch up for all students.  

 

Strategies in this guide are grouped into three categories:  
 
•    Teaching and whole-school strategies  
•    Targeted support  
•    Wider strategies  
  
Agreed Use of Funds  

 

The Coronavirus catch-up Premium will be used to offer targeted support to 
underperforming students in core subjects. To facilitate this, 3 academic tutors have been 
employed to deliver small group interventions where focused support is put in place for 
selected students. £46,122 will be allocated to employ 3 academic tutors. This is in line with 
the Teach First Academic Tutor salary. 



 
The remaining funding (£8,878) will allow targeted support using the National Tutoring 
Programme. This has yet to commence due to the current lockdown. 
   
Actions to date  

 

• 2 academic tutors (English, Maths) have been employed (commenced January 2021) on 
fixed contracts until end July 2021. They have been deployed to support lessons 
remotely (in break-out rooms) and small group interventions will commence in the 
coming weeks. 
 

• Maths academic tutor is also being deployed in The Academy to support Pupil Premium/ 
vulnerable students with face-to-face provision (with appropriate social distancing.) 

 
• Science Academic tutor has been employed (commenced January 2021) until mid-

February. Recruitment was a challenge and next steps are under discussion for the 
remainder of the year.  

 
• Heads of Faculty (HOF), key stage or subject leads and Raising Standards Leaders (RSL) 

have worked in partnership to select students from Y7-Y11 who would benefit from 
small group/ individual tuition. 
 

Year 7 catch-up 
  
• Maths: 31 students targeted for support. 9 students were targeted for in school support 

in January. This will now move online. 15 students requiring numeracy support have 
been taught in a small group since 1st of November; lessons are carrying on remotely.  

 
• English: After-school provision has been offered in term 1 and 2 but uptake was lower 

than hoped due to parental concerns over COVID. Provision will continue online during 
lockdown. 

 
• Exploring online resources to support remote tuition.  
 
This provision will continue to be reviewed throughout lockdown with resources 
redeployed where deemed appropriate. 

 


