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Overview of the Programme 

 

A level theatre studies would like to welcome you to the course. It’s an enriching and 

challenging course that will build numerous performance specific and transferable skills. 

Group work is at the heart of the course and over the two years you will work with your 

fellow class colleagues to create, develop and perform a wide variety of work. As well as 

performing you will see a great deal of theatre and learn to evaluate and analyse drama, 

which are both critical skills for this course. We look forward to welcoming you in 

September and hope you enjoy the transition work. 

 

AQA A Level Drama and Theatre  

Component 1- Drama and Theatre 40% (Completed in Year 13) 

Written Paper 

• Section A- Drama through the ages (Antigone KHA) 

• Section B- 20th and 21st century drama (Our Country’s good DBE) 

• Section C- Live theatre production 

Component 2- Creating original drama 30% (Completed in Year 12) 

•  Create and perform you own original piece of drama 

•  Working notebook (written coursework) 

Component 3- Making Theatre 30% (Completed in Year 13) 

•  Interpret and explore 3 key extracts from chosen plays (Monologue, Duologue or 

Group) 

•  Perform extract 3 to external examiner 

•  Reflective report (Written coursework) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Textbook(s) for the course 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-Drama-Theatre-Level-

Fielder/dp/0198426976/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2ILFOZUZ8DQPF&keywords=aqa+drama+a+level&qid=156

0769861&s=gateway&sprefix=aqa+dra%2Caps%2C137&sr=8-1 

 

Suggested reading list 

 

Title Author 

Antigone Sophocles  

Our Country’s good  Timberlake Wertenbaker 

AQA Drama and theatre A Level Sue Fielder  

The Frantic Assembly book of devising theatre  Scott Graham 

The complete Brecht toolkit  Steven Unwin  

The Theatre of Steven Berkoff  Steven Berkoff  

The directors craft: A handbook for the theatre. Katie Mitchell  

The National Theatre: All about Theatre. The National Theatre  

Guide to Greek Theatre and Drama Kenneth Mcleish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-Drama-Theatre-Level-Fielder/dp/0198426976/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2ILFOZUZ8DQPF&keywords=aqa+drama+a+level&qid=1560769861&s=gateway&sprefix=aqa+dra%2Caps%2C137&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-Drama-Theatre-Level-Fielder/dp/0198426976/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2ILFOZUZ8DQPF&keywords=aqa+drama+a+level&qid=1560769861&s=gateway&sprefix=aqa+dra%2Caps%2C137&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-Drama-Theatre-Level-Fielder/dp/0198426976/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2ILFOZUZ8DQPF&keywords=aqa+drama+a+level&qid=1560769861&s=gateway&sprefix=aqa+dra%2Caps%2C137&sr=8-1


Introductory Quiz  

Number Question True False 

1 Brecht was a well-known British playwright who believed in 
educating his audience.  
 

  

2 Stanislavski trained his actors to believe that the truly were 
the character onstage and off. 
 

  

3 Kneehigh are a theatre company based in Cornwall, 
England.  
 

  

4 Antigone is a Greek Tragedy written by Sophocles  
 

  

5 Antigone’s father was the current ruler of Thebes when the 
play Antigone was written  
 

  

6 Steven Berkoff was influenced by Brecht, Lecoq and Artaud. 
 

  

7 Frantic Assembly are a well-known theatre company who 
use a lot of collaborative physical theatre in their 
performances. 
 

  

8 Our Country’s Good was written in 1988 
 

  

9 To evaluate something is to explain how an actor used their 
performance skills to create meaning for an audience 
 

  

10 Stanislavski’s theatre was very un-naturalistic  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Subject Specific Task 

Task 1) Watch the following clip from the production of ‘To be straight with you’ by the 

theatre company DV8 in 2011. DV8 are a physical theatre company who work in a verbatim 

style, taking real people’s words about topical issues. ‘To be straight with you’ was all about 

the LGBTQ community.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3AB-rFzq9Ro 

In Section C of your A Level Drama exam you will have to analyse and evaluate a piece of 

theatre you have been to see.  

Complete the following exam question; 

Briefly explain the ways in which one or more performer(s) used their performance skills in 

order to convey their character(s) at particular moments. Analyse and evaluate the 

contribution of your chosen performer(s) to the total dramatic effectiveness of the 

production. 

Your answer should be roughly two sides of A4 and should include the following things; 

• Analysis of VOCAL and PHYSICAL skills used in the piece to communicate meaning to 

an audience. 

• Evaluation of VOCAL and PHYSICAL skills used in the piece to communicate meaning 

to an audience.  

 

Task 2) Please read the following play and research its original performance conditions: 

https://mthoyibi.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/antigone_2.pdf  

Task 3) Another of our play texts is ‘Our Country’s good’ by Timberlake Wertenbaker. Please 

conduct research into the play paying particular attention to its historical context.  

Task 4) Research the practitioner, Katie Mitchell. Find out about work she has created, what 

her thoughts are on theatre, performances she has done and plays she has written.  

Task 5) Finally write, perform and record a monologue based on our current situation. This 

could be political, character driven, emotional, factual, or retrospective. It needs to be 2 

minutes in length.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3AB-rFzq9Ro
https://mthoyibi.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/antigone_2.pdf


Wider-world relevance of subject 

Use this space to research and find examples of how Drama can have an impact in real/daily 

life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Post-18 link 

Universities and employers actively seek students who have studied creative subjects at 

A-Level due to the transferrable skills these subjects offer.  

University Courses 

Royal Holloway - BA Hons Drama and Theatre Studies  

- BA Hons Drama and Creative Writing  

- BA Hons Drama and Music  

Brunel University- BA Hons Theatre  

University of Arts London- BA Hons Acting 

LIPA- BA Hons Acting  

LAMDA- BA Hons Professional Acting 

RADA- BA Hons Acting 

Guildhall school of Music and Drama- BA Hons Acting  

University of East London- BA Hons Drama, applied theatre and performance.  

Queen Mary University, London- BA Hons Drama and English 

Kingston University- BA Hons Drama and Dance  

Reading University- BA Hons Theatre  

St Mary’s University- BA Hons Acting  

 

Careers  

Actor, Director, Costume Designer, Lighting Designer, Set Designer, Theatre/Stage 

Manager, Drama Therapist, Music Therapist, Community Arts worker, Teacher, Arts 

Administrator, Lawyer, Doctor, Therapist, Support worker. Drama can take you anywhere! 

 

Transferable Skills  

Confidence, Communication, Commitment, Industry knowledge and background, 

resilience, critical reasoning, analytical skills, perseverance, leadership, teamwork, 

emotional intelligence, passion, logical skills, decision making, time management, 

interpersonal skills. 

 

 

 


