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Entry Requirements

Qualification

Exam Board

Course Overview & 
Assessment

English Language 6 or History 6 (if taken)

A Level

Edexcel

Component 1: Breadth Study
What’s assessed
The study of significant historical developments over a period of around 100 years and associated 
interpretations.

Written exam: 2 hours 15 minutes, 60 marks, 30% of A-level

Component 2: Depth Study
What’s assessed
The study in depth of a period of major historical change or development and associated primary 
evidence. 

Written exam: 1 hours 30 minutes, two questions, 40 marks, 20% of A-level

Component 3: Breadth and Depth Study
What’s assessed
Covering a period of at least 100 years

Written exam: 2 hours 15 minutes, 60 marks, 30% of A-level

Component 4: Historical Investigation
What’s assessed
A personal study based on a topic of student’s choice.
This should take the form of a question in the context of approximately 100 years. It must not duplicate 
the content of options chosen for Components 1 and 2.

 4,000 words independent essay, 40 marks, 20% of A-level, marked by teachers, moderated by AQA

History



Course Overview & 
Assessment (cont.)

Students will study:
• The history of more than one country or state, including at least one outside the British Isles
• Aspects of the past in breadth (through period and/or theme) and in depth
• Significant individuals, societies, events, developments and issues within a broad historical context
• Developments affecting different groups within the societies studied
• A range of appropriate historical perspectives, for example aesthetic, cultural, economic, ethnic, 

political, religious, scientific, social or technological.
• Topics from a chronological range of at least 200 years
• A substantial (a minimum of 20 per cent) and coherent element of British history and/or the history of 

England, Scotland, Ireland or Wales
• Change and/or development over a period of time sufficient to demonstrate understanding of the 

process of change, both long term (normally at least 100 years) and short term.

Breadth Study
Each Breadth study is introduced by six key questions which identify issues and perspectives which are 
central to the period of study. They emphasise that the study of breadth requires students to develop an 
understanding of:
• The nature of causes and consequences, of change and continuity and of similarity and differences 

over a long period of time
• The links between perspectives, such as political, economic, social or religious as well as 

appreciating developments relating to the perspectives separately over time
• The role played by individuals, groups, ideas or ideology.

Depth Study
Each Depth study is focused on a significant period of historical change or development. Students will 
gain deep understanding of change and continuity through the study of the interrelationships of a variety 
of perspectives as indicated in the content. They will develop detailed knowledge and understanding of 
developments and the roles of individuals, groups, ideas and ideology. Depth studies also promote an 
understanding of the complexity of the historical process through a detailed focus on a specific period of 
change.

For the non-exam assessment
The purpose of this coursework is to enable students to develop skills in the analysis and evaluation of 
interpretations of history in a chosen question, problem or issue as part of an independently researched 
assignment.

The focus is on understanding the nature and purpose of the work of the historian. Students will be 
required to form a critical view based on relevant reading on the question, problem or issue. They will also 
be specifically required to analyse, explain and evaluate the interpretations of three historians.
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