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Student Name  

 
Media studies is a fascinating subject, taking you inside the processes and industries that 
bring you the finest entertainment and news that you enjoy. This subject combines the 
analysis and writing of English with the practical and creative skills of art, film, writing and 
photography. 
 



A Level Media Studies  

 

Top Skills. . . 

1. Problem Solving  

2. Critical Thinking 

3. Creativity & Innovation 

4. Management 

5. Working with others 

6. Emotional Intelligence 

7. Decision Making 

8. Project Orientation 

9. Communication 

10. Resilience & Perseverance 

Adapted from: https://www.ideatovalue.com/inno/nickskillicorn/2016/09/leaders-agree-creativity-will-3rd-important-work-skill-2020/ 
https://www.economicmodeling.com/2018/08/21/top-10-skills-top-10-us-companies/  

https://www.ideatovalue.com/inno/nickskillicorn/2016/09/leaders-agree-creativity-will-3rd-important-work-skill-2020/
https://www.economicmodeling.com/2018/08/21/top-10-skills-top-10-us-companies/


Subject Specific Task 

Task 1 

Pick 1 or 2 major franchises you love, for example: Star Wars, Marvel, Harry Potter, The 

Hunger Games, DC, Nike, Barbie, Pokemon Go, Dragon Ball Z, BBC,  etc. 

Have a look at case studies from https://www.creativebrief.com/ to provide some 

inspiration and guidance. 

 

Research in as much detail as possible - three main media sectors that have been part of that 

franchise. These sectors are:  

A. Interactive - digital media, gaming, online presence 

B. Audio-Visual - films, TV shows, adverts 

C. Publishing - books, comics, posters, billboards 

For each of the three sectors provide images, evidence, history, detail and timeline for the 

products released linked to that franchise.  

 

For example 

Film -Star Wars IV: A New Hope.  

What was it about? When did it come out? Who starred in it? How well did it do?  

 

Publishing - Star Wars comics and books? What exists? What happened to them when 

Disney bought Star Wars? 

 

Games/Interactive - Star Wars games? First one? Best one? Most recent? Historically best 

reviewed one? How well did they do? 

You can create a video essay explaining your chosen franchise, create a presentation or do 

it as a poster/timeline; format is free for you to choose.  

  

Task 2 

Create an original media text (print, audio or audio-

visual), inspired by your favourites... 

1. Change product purpose to its’ unintended use, for 

example ‘Using Coca-Cola will make your hair feel 

smooth as silk’. 

https://www.creativebrief.com/


2. Create an alternative advert even better than the original campaign, 

for example improve the existing poster to make it into your 

statement. 

3. Construct instagram reel: 

- with new music video to an existing song,  

- with selected camerawork to celebrate your favourite director, 

actor, celebrity. 

 

 

 

Careers  

Find your perfect role in the creative industries - Creative Careers (discovercreative.careers)  

Introductory book list 

→ Media: Why It Matters eBook : Couldry, Nick: Amazon.co.uk: Books 

→ Media Studies: The Basics: Amazon.co.uk: McDougall, Julian: 9781138349162: Books 

→ Media Studies: Theories and Approaches: Amazon.co.uk: Dan Laughey: 9781842433249: 

Books 

→ Introducing Media Studies: A Graphic Guide (Graphic Guides): Amazon.co.uk: Sardar, 

Ziauddin, Van Loon, Borin: 9781848311848: Books 

FREE on Kindle 

https://discovercreative.careers/#/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Media-Why-Matters-Nick-Couldry-ebook/dp/B0813ZR67S/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?dchild=1&keywords=media+studies&qid=1616968758&s=books&sr=1-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUFFSjZOSENKWTJFWlMmZW5jcnlwdGVkSWQ9QTA3ODg0MzIzNDY2M01CMVJBSVhVJmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTA4MjI1OTAyWVI4RzFPUEhEMlk5JndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Media-Studies-Basics-Julian-McDougall/dp/113834916X/ref=sr_1_28?dchild=1&keywords=media+studies&qid=1616969051&s=books&sr=1-28
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Media-Studies-Dan-Laughey/dp/1842433245/ref=sr_1_18?dchild=1&keywords=media+studies&qid=1616968936&s=books&sr=1-18
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Media-Studies-Dan-Laughey/dp/1842433245/ref=sr_1_18?dchild=1&keywords=media+studies&qid=1616968936&s=books&sr=1-18
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Introducing-Media-Studies-Graphic-Guide/dp/1848311842/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1623311110&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Introducing-Media-Studies-Graphic-Guide/dp/1848311842/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1623311110&sr=1-1

