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It has been a great pleasure to welcome new students and staff to the Academy community for the start of the 

academic year. More than two thirds of our Year 7 cohort now come from The Langley Academy Primary and The 

Langley Heritage Primary, schools within the Arbib Education Trust. There are huge benefits to this for both students 

and staff as the transition is greatly enhanced by the students’ existing knowledge of the school and our systems.  

We have enjoyed a smooth but busy start to the term as this term we have offered:  

• Full Open Evening for prospective 

Year 7 (2023) students  

• Year 7 Parents’ Welcome Tea 

• 6th Form Key to Success Evening 

• Residential visit to Dorset 

  

In addition, our Local Governing Body has already met and welcomed several new 

members. You can read about the LGB here on our website.  

Students in Years 7 to 9 started a new ‘Read aloud’ programme in school, which aims to support and encourage 

them to read for pleasure. Please do ask your child about it and encourage reading at home. Research clearly 

indicates the importance of well-developed reading skills to enhance educational success. ‘The average impact of 

reading comprehension strategies is an additional six months’ progress over the course of a year.’ (Education 

Endowment Foundation). There is further information in this newsletter.  

We are acutely aware of the current political upheaval and a cost-of-living crisis which are likely to be causing worry 

at home. Please do let your child’s RSL know if they have concerns or difficulties that we may be able to help with. 

We aim to support students understanding and wellbeing through the curriculum but can also provide mentoring 

and counselling.  

Please read through the important safeguarding information below carefully and enjoy the celebratory messages 

throughout the newsletter.  

The Academy reopens for a normal school day on Monday 31 October.  

Enjoy the break.  

Alison Lusuardi – Headteacher 

Message from the Headteacher 

 

https://www.langleyacademy.org/57/governors
https://www.twitter.com/langleyacademy
https://www.instagram.com/Arbib_Ed
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069744940281
https://www.linkedin.co.uk/company/the-arbib-education-trust
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Safeguarding 

Visit of Alison Cope 

On Tuesday 13 September we were delighted to welcome Alison Cope to The Langley Academy who gave 

presentations to all students from Year 9 – 13.  Alison is an anti-violence campaigner whose experiences and life 

story includes various forms of trauma starting from an early age.  The biggest trauma Alison faced was losing her 

son Joshua to knife crime in 2013. She used her resilience and strength to educate and support others in seeing a 

future beyond negative experiences.  Further information can be found Alison Cope| Anti-Violence Campaigner. 

WHISPER 

As mentioned in Keeping Children Safe in Education (2022) disclosing incidents of bullying, discrimination or abuse 

can be extremely challenging for young people.  I wanted to draw your attention again to WHISPER which is an on-

line reporting tool where students or families can choose to report concerns anonymously (there is also an option 

to leave a name).  We would prefer students or families to speak to someone directly, but we hope that WHISPER 

ensures there is a mechanism in place for all students and families to raise concerns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from the Deputy Headteacher 

 

https://www.alisoncope.com/
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Online Safety 

Students now live in a 24-hour on-line world and since the COVID-19 pandemic, students are now on-line more 

than ever.  Safeguarding students online is everyone’s responsibility and below is a link to some fantastic resources 

provided by the NSPCC to support parents and students with staying safe online.   

Keeping children safe online | NSPCC 

In addition, the UK Safer Internet Centre have proposed four conversation starters for parents to support their 

children staying safe online.  These are outlined below: 

Ask your children to tell you about the sites they like to visit and what they enjoy doing online. 

What games do you and your friends like to play online? Can you show me the websites you visit the most? Shall we 

play your favourite game online together? 

Ask them about how they stay safe online. 

What tips do they have for you, and where did they learn them? What is OK and not OK to share? 

Ask them if they know where to go for help 

Where can they go to find the safety advice, privacy settings and how to report or block on the services they use? 

Think about how you each use the internet. 

What more could you do to use the internet together? Are there activities that you could enjoy as a family? 

Website 

The safeguarding section of The Langley Academy website (Safeguarding - The Langley Academy) continues to be 

regularly updated with the latest local and national information and guidance.  The website provides information 

and support about a range of safeguarding issues and is aimed at helping us all to work together to safeguard 

students. 

Pastoral  

Green Drive Gate 

A prompt and focused start to lesson 1 is the best way to start the day.  Green Drive gate will be shut at 08:15 to 

enable all students to be seated in their classroom, ready to learn for 08:20.  Students arriving after 08:15 will need 

to proceed to reception via the Main Gate.  6th Form students should continue to arrive via the Main Gate and have 

their ID cards ready to be checked. 

Uniform 

As we move towards winter, a reminder that no hoodies are allowed at The Langley Academy.  Students are 

expected to wear The Langley Academy jumper if they need an extra layer of warmth.  The jumper is not a substitute 

for the blazer which is also expected to be worn.  Coats are expected to be of a dark colour and are to be worn in 

outside areas only. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/#advice
https://www.langleyacademy.org/935/safeguarding
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Attendance 

According to a Department for Education report published in 2016, life chances for children are lowered 

proportionately to their attendance, irrespective of gender, race, disability or poverty.   

The Department for Education ‘Working Together to Improve School Attendance (2022)’ highlights that improving 

attendance is everyone’s business. The barriers to accessing education are wide and complex, both within and 

beyond the school gates, and are often specific to individual pupils and families.  Where parents decide to have 

their child registered at school, they have an additional legal duty to ensure their child attends that school regularly. 

This means their child must attend every day that the school is open, except in a small number of allowable 

circumstances such as being too ill to attend or being given permission for an absence in advance from the school.   

This is essential for pupils to get the most out of their school experience, including their attainment, wellbeing, and 

wider life chances. The pupils with the highest attainment at the end of key stage 2 and key stage 4 have higher 

rates of attendance over the key stage compared to those with the lowest attainment.  At KS4, pupils not achieving 

grade 9 to 4 in English and maths had an overall absence rate of 8.8%, compared to 5.2% among those achieving 

grade 4. The overall absence rate of pupils not achieving grade 9 to 4 was over twice as high as those achieving 

grade 9 to 5 (8.8% compared to 3.7%). 

The Langley Academy has a dedicated team who try to understand and support with any barriers to attendance.  

This includes support from our Attendance Officer, two Family Liaison Officers, Raising Standards team, Student 

Support Managers and Safeguarding team.  Please support us by encouraging and helping your child to attend 

school every day.  Our expected target for students is 97% and even students achieving this could be missing up to 

four days or twenty lessons.   

If you would like any further information relating to attendance or support with your child’s attendance then please 

contact the Academy. 

Simon Tattersall - Deputy Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/509679/The-link-between-absence-and-attainment-at-KS2-and-KS4-2013-to-2014-academic-year.pdf
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The Admissions Process - Year 7 September 2023 

The two feeder schools for The Langley Academy (TLA) are The Langley Academy Primary School (TLAP) and The 

Langley Heritage Primary School (TLHP). Students from these primary schools have a high priority, according to our 

admissions oversubscription criteria, of gaining a place at The Academy for Year 7 in September 2023.  However, 

this is only as long as a timely application is made for a place.  The deadline for applications is Monday 31 October 

2022. 

 

How to apply: 

 

1. The Common Application Form (CAF)  

A Common Application Form, known as a CAF must be completed in line with your local council’s 

requirements on or by Monday 31 October 2022. You will be asked to put down six preferences, 

please note these are preferences and NOT choices. We recommend you use all of your 

preferences as siblings are not guaranteed a place at The Langley Academy. 

 

2. Langley Academy Registration Form 

The Langley Academy Registration Form, available from our website from 05 September 2022, 

must also be completed and sent directly to Admissions at The Langley Academy by 10:00 am on 

Monday 31 October 2022. 

 

What happens next? 

 

Once The Langley Academy receive the registration form, your child will be required to sit a test of general, non-

verbal intelligence, provided and independently assessed by the GL Assessment Group. For students who do not 

attend either The Langley Heritage Primary or The Langley Academy Primary the entrance test will be held on 

Saturday 19 November 2022. Feeder schools’ tests will take place week commencing 21 November 2022. 

 

Please note that your child can not be considered for a place until have registered and sat the test. So, if you do 

apply for a place through your LEA ensure you also complete and send The Langley Academy Registration Form to 

the admissions department at The Langley Academy by 10am on Monday 31 October 2022. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIBLINGS - Does my child automatically get a place if they have a sibling attending The 

Langley Academy? 

NO - After children with an Educational Health Care Plan (EHCP), looked after children 

(LAC) and previously looked after children (PLAC), students of staff employed by The 

Langley Academy places will be offered to students who attend one of our two feeder 

schools The Langley Heritage Primary and The Langley Academy Primary. Siblings will be 

offered based on distance criteria up to the maximum band number of 20 places. Once 

a band is filled in line with the admissions criteria students over and above 20 will be 

placed on the waiting list within that band measured on distance criteria. 
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Please visit our website for the Admissions Policy for 2023. 

 

Can I appeal if I am not offered a place at The Langley Academy? 

 

Every parent/carer has the right of appeal and details of the appeals process can be obtained from The Langley 

Academy website and should be sent directly to the clerk of the independent appeals panel. 

 

2022 Appeals data 

89 appeals were heard by the independent appeals panel  

0 appeals were successful 

 

The Langley Academy Offers Made 01 March 2022. (National Offer Day) 

BAND  EHCP IN CARE STAFF FEEDER SIBLING 

Distance 

Offers 

Last Distance 

Offer 

Total in 

Bands 

ONE 5 0 0 15 0   20 

TWO 1 0 0 19 0   20 

THREE 0 0 0 20 0   20 

FOUR 1 0 0 18 1   20 

FIVE 2 0 1 16 1   20 

SIX 0 0 0 14 1 5 0.249 20 

SEVEN 0 0 0 15 4 1 0.19 20 

EIGHT 0 0 0 5 2 13 0.773 20 

NINE 0 0 0 3 2 15 1.164 20 

 9  1 125 11 34  180 

 

18 siblings were not offered a placed and are currently on the waiting list for year of entry September 2022. 

2021 Appeals data  

79 appeals were heard by the independent appeals panel  

3 appeals were successful 
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Welcome Year 7! 

Year 7 students have completed their first term with us at TLA! They have settled in extremely well and are learning 

how to manage their new lives in secondary school. Well done to every Year 7 student who has worked hard to 

manage their workload, overcome challenges and have begun the process of being independent.  

Students have really enjoyed their lessons and the vast array of enrichment clubs on offer. It has been great to see 

them learning new things, doing something they thought they couldn’t and learn to make new friends. Here are 

some photos we’ve taken so far: 

 

 

Student Views 

Some Year 7 students were very keen to share their experiences of the first term at TLA:  

I have enjoyed my first term at TLA because the teachers are really, 

really nice and understanding especially if you are late a little bit 

during the first few weeks! If you ask them, they can/will help you 

find your classroom. And the school offers A LOT of enrichments 

(after school clubs) as well. 

Waniya 
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During my first term at The Langley Academy, I 

have enjoyed a lot of features, but these are my 

favourites. The first thing is the food that they 

served, there’s a lot of choices such as Sushi, pasta, 

mac and cheese, hot and cold paninis, baguettes, 

cakes and much more that they have to offer. 

Secondly, there are many extra-curricular after 

school activities on offer include: football, 

basketball, health and beauty, netball, and many, 

many more choses, this term I was doing health 

and beauty which I really enjoy it because this club 

teaches you about braids, nails, and your hair. I 

would recommend this club because it is a fun after 

school activity to do.  

Finally, I would like to tell you about the House 

competitions: every term we have House 

competitions, the wining House of that term gets 

great prizes like chocolate, gift cards and more. 

One House will get a cup at the end of the term, 

depending on how well your score is of the least 

amount of lates and behaviour points and the most 

achievement points. These scores will get added on 

to your Houses score from the previous weeks the 

House with the highest score at the end of the term 

will get the prizes. 

Olivia 

 

My first term was amazing! All the older students were 

really kind, they all helped me find my way around the 

school. Starting a new school year at a new school can be 

nervous, scary, and can be very depressing! But all my 

teachers have helped me with that. I had thought that 

secondary school can be very strict, and would give out 

piles and piles of homework, but at The Langley Academy 

school homework is hard, but easy to catch up with. 

Teachers always push you to the best of your ability. Like, 

now I have a thorough understanding of algebra! The 

Langley Academy teaches you independence, discovering 

your ways around school, pushes you to show pride in 

your work and lets you get creative in so many house 

competitions! The Langley Academy provides so may 

clubs to choose from!  

To sum up my first term was the best! 

Thuvaraga 

My first term at The Langley Academy was amazing, but I did get a bit overwhelmed on my first day and started crying. 

Luckily, there were teachers everywhere and whenever you need a teacher there are always teachers around you. On 

the first day it was just the new Year 7s and the new 6th Form. On the same day we were just getting used to our House 

Tutor groups and our House Tutors, here are the names of the Houses: Herschel, Holmes, Nash, Kumar, Simmons and 

Arbib. Our House Tutors were really kind and caring to us.  

The next day we got our timetables and then the next day we had our lessons. It was quite hard moving around and 

being on time but as you get used to it you don’t worry; you just go to your next lesson. The teachers are really nice 

and caring. The Head of Year 7 is Ms Winch and she’s always around, she’s really caring and understanding too. Ms 

Winch is also a science teacher and PE teacher as well. The Headteacher is Mrs Lusuardi, she is really understanding 

and kind. The food is fantastic and the enrichment clubs are really enjoyable and interactive. One of the best things is 

that we finish early at 1.40 on Fridays! 

Simran 
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Arbib Term - Sustainability  
 
With a new year comes new Houses for The Langley Academy making the start of year very exciting. The first term 

has been allocated as Arbib term and Arbib House has been given a new value – Sustainability. Below is the new 

order of the terms, the value for each House and the assigned colour.  

 

House Value Term 

Arbib Sustainability 1 

Nash Humanitarianism 2 

Simmons Internationalism 3 

Herschel Enquiry 4 

Holmes Sportsmanship 5 

Kumar Creativity 6 

 

The Arbib theme for this first term was “Keep our School Tidy” with a focus of recycling. During the House assembly 

we discussed the decomposition of popular rubbish items such as nappies (500 years) and plastic bottles (up to 450 

years). Three competitions were launched, firstly a crest competition, a poster competition for “Keep our School 

Tidy”, and lastly write a news article about a Career in Waste Management. The “Keep our School Tidy” poster will 

be displayed around the school after half-term and the crest entries will be displayed on each House board in the 

atrium. The winners are below: 

  

  

 
 

 

 

Next term will be Nash’s term – Humanitarianism so we will be focusing on helping others, such as Children in need 

(https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/) on 18 November and the Pakistan flood appeal with the Disasters 

Emergency Committee - DEC  (https://www.dec.org.uk/appeal/pakistan-floods-appeal). We will also revisit the 

crest competition to complete the Houses.  

Kacey Murray - Arbib 

Fathima Karrim - Holmes 

Sakshi Bujade - Simmons 
 

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/
https://www.dec.org.uk/appeal/pakistan-floods-appeal
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English 

 

Key Stage 3 

Year 7 students have been exploring extracts from Treasure Island and building upon their KS2 reading, writing and 

grammar skills. They have been developing their skills in writing to inform and describe and have been beginning 

to form the foundations for analytical reading skills. 

Students in Year 8 immersed themselves within the magic and mystery of Greek 

Myths through reading these ancient tales and writing their own take on them for 

assessment. Below is an excerpt from Sara Ambhore’s work in Year 8 Henley: 

“The day was deathly quiet. It was as if no one was breathing in the world. Clouds 

wistfully drifted in the sky. Suddenly, it started to rain.  A sudden thud came from 

outside but no one was there. Thunder. Zeus must have been mad. His brother 

Hades probably started some trouble again. A thunderbolt tore across the sky 

although the cold feeling of being alone would rip anyone apart.” 

Key Stage 4 

Year 9 have been studying a selection of short stories, focusing specifically on how character, plot and setting are 

crafted for effect. They are working towards an end of term assessment where they write a comparative essay. 

Within these stories, students have also explored moral and ethical decisions, particularly those relating to the 

abuse of power within localised communities and how this impacts the most vulnerable. 

Year 10 have begun the academic year looking at non-fiction writing. They have explored sources which reveal what 

life was like in 19th Century England, with the view of using this contextual knowledge to support their 

understanding of the social issues in ‘A Christmas Carol’ – a text they will be studying next term.  

Year 11 have also had a busy term with many students working hard to revise for their mock 

exams. Students have already sat English Language Paper 1 and will sit English Literature Paper 

1 after the half-term break. Ofqual have announced a full return to pre-covid subject content 

for English Literature and Language, including the Speaking and Listening component. The 

exam papers will be as follows: 

English Literature Paper 1 English Literature Paper 2 

Section A  
Macbeth 
30 marks (AO1, AO2, AO3) 
+4 marks (AO4)  

Section A 
Telling Tales (Anthology of Short Stories) 
30 marks (AO1, AO2, AO3) 
 

Section B  
A Christmas Carol 
30 marks (AO1, AO2, AO3) 

Section B 
Love and Relationships Poetry 
30 marks (AO1, AO2, AO3) 

 Section C 
Part 1  
Unseen Poetry  
24 marks (AO1, AO2)  
+4 marks (AO4) 
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English Language Paper 1 

 

English Language Paper 2 

 
Section A Reading  

Q1 (AO1) List 4 things…  

Q2 (AO2) How does the writer’s use of language… 

Q3 (AO2) How does the writer structure… 

Q4 (AO4) To what extent do you agree 

Section A Reading  

Q1 (AO1) List 4 things…  

Q2  Summarise how both sources… 

Q3 (AO2) How does the writer’s use of 

language … 

Q4 (AO4) Compare how both sources… 

 

Section B Writing 

Q5 Descriptive or narrative writing (AO5 and AO6) 

Section B Writing 

Q5 Writing to inform, argue, persuade, or 

explain (AO5 and AO6) 

 

Key Stage 5 

Students in Year 12 have begun their A Level course with a bang with some fantastic 

transition projects. Isabelle James’ and Nafisa Malik’s in particular was exemplary 

in its attention to detail to themes and contextual influences. Students have started 

this term with a study of the prose texts Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte and A 

Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini (a new addition to the course which 

broadens the diversity and representation within the curriculum.) 

 

KS3-KS4 Wider Reading 

 

At The Langley Academy we are deeply aware how invaluable 

reading is to a child’s academic development. Therefore, as part 

of our drive to develop avid readers, we have included a list of 

wider reading that will deepen your child’s understanding of what 

they will be learning in English at KS3 and KS4. Some of these titles 

are in our school library and others are accessible on the E-

Wheelers platform that your child has access to. 

 

 

Part 2  
Unseen Poetry Comparison 
8 marks (AO2) 
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Y7 
  

The Gothic Witch Child 
Sorcoress  

Celia Rees Interesting read about the daughter of a woman accused of being a witch in 18th century England. 
Beautifully written and asks many intelligent questions 

Dracula  
  

Bram Stoker Classic tale of the Count. Nothing like most of the films made in its name; and far more frightening, creepy 
and gothic 

 Goth Girl series   Chris Riddell  A deliciously dark series that pokes fun at all things Gothic.  Ada Goth is the only child of Lord Goth. The two 
live together in the enormous Ghastly-Gorm Hall. Lord Goth believes that children should be heard and not 
seen, so Ada has to wear large clumpy boots so that he can always hear her coming. This makes it hard for 
her to make friends and, if she's honest, she's rather lonely 

Y8 19th 
Century 
Childhood 

Street Child  Berlie 
Doherty 

Jim Jarvis was a real boy, but not very much is known about him. His story and that of other orphans was 
written down in a series of very short pamphlets which Doctor Barnardo sent to wealthy people when he 
was trying to raise money to open an orphanage 

Stone Cold  
  

Andrew 
Hanson 

A tense, exciting thriller combined with a perceptive and harrowing portrait 
of life on the streets as a serial killer preys on the young and vulnerable homeless. 17-year-old Link is 
distrustful of people until he pairs up with Deb, homeless like him. What happens next will leave you on the 
edge ofyour seat 

Another Twist 
in the Tale  

Catherine 
Bruton  

This is the story of Twill Twist - and her journey through the gambling dens and workhouses of London, as 
she attempts to make a life for herself, rescue her friends, and uncover the mystery of her past 

Y9 Coming-of-
Age poetry 

15 Days 
Without 
A Head 
  

Dave Cousins Story of a 15 year old boy struggling to keep his family together, through tragedy & events that are mixed 
with new love and kinship. 

The Outsiders S.E Hilton A story of struggle, growing up, gangs and peer pressure. A classic of modern teenage fiction. 

Catcher in the 
Rye  

 J D Salinger The novel details two days in the life of 16-year-old Holden Caulfield after he has been expelled from prep 
school. Confused and disillusioned, Holden searches for truth and rails against the “phoniness” of the adult 
world. 

Y10 A 
Christmas 
Carol 

The Man Who 
Invented 
Christmas 

Philip V. 
Allingham 

https://victorianweb.org/authors/dickens/xmas/pva63.html  

 Dr Jekyl and Mr 
Hyde 

 Robert Louis 
Stevenson 

 Dr Jekyll is a kind, well-respected and intelligent scientist who meddles with the darker side of science, as he 

wants to bring out his 'second' nature. He does this through transforming himself into Mr Hyde - his evil alter 

ego who doesn't repent or accept responsibility for his evil crimes and ways. 

 Noughts and 
Crosses 

 Malorie 
Blackman 

 Two young people are forced to make a stand in this thought-provoking look at racism and prejudice in an 
alternate society. Sephy is a Cross -- a member of the dark-skinned ruling class. Callum is a Nought -- a 
“colourless” member of the underclass who were once slaves to the Crosses. 

Y11 A 
Christmas 
Carol 
Revision 

The Malthus 
Factor: Poverty, 
Politics and 
Population in 
Capitalist 
Development 

Eric B. Ross http://www.thecornerhouse.org.uk/resource/malthus-factor 
  

Dickens and the 
politics of the 
family, Pg 68-
77,  

Catherine 
Waters  

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=-
UvyhKLHUIwC&pg=PA75&dq=the+representation+of+childhood+in+a+christmas+carol&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0
ahUKEwi9gtbR1tLWAhXEJFAKHcwgBE8Q6AEITDAH#v=onepage&q&f 
=false  

The Nether 
World 

George 
Gissing 

The plot concerns several poor families living in the slums of 19th century London. The novel concentrates 
on the individual problems and hardships which result from the typical shortages experienced by the lower 
classes—want of money, employment and decent living conditions. 

 

 

5 tips to support your child to become a strong, successful reader: 

1. Build reading into your child's daily routine every day 

Find a regular time for reading in your child’s day, so that they can begin to expect it as part of their routine. 

Encourage your child to track their reading using a weekly reading chart. This will help them celebrate their 

progress. 

 

2. Encourage your child to follow their interest 

Let your young children choose the books they read. You can do this by keeping books on a shelf they have 

regular access to, or presenting them with two to three books and letting them choose. Let them read the 

same book, or same genre of reading material (such as football magazines!), over and over again. Repetition 

will help younger children learn words and understand how language is structured.  

 

https://victorianweb.org/authors/dickens/xmas/pva63.html
http://www.thecornerhouse.org.uk/resource/malthus-factor
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=-UvyhKLHUIwC&pg=PA75&dq=the+representation+of+childhood+in+a+christmas+carol&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi9gtbR1tLWAhXEJFAKHcwgBE8Q6AEITDAH#v=onepage&q&f
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=-UvyhKLHUIwC&pg=PA75&dq=the+representation+of+childhood+in+a+christmas+carol&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi9gtbR1tLWAhXEJFAKHcwgBE8Q6AEITDAH#v=onepage&q&f
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=-UvyhKLHUIwC&pg=PA75&dq=the+representation+of+childhood+in+a+christmas+carol&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi9gtbR1tLWAhXEJFAKHcwgBE8Q6AEITDAH#v=onepage&q&f
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3. Be a great reading partner! 

It’s no fun to read when you’re forced to or feel embarrassed to read. Building trust and supporting a child 

reader is crucial as a reading partner.  

 

4. Surround your child with books! 

When children have access to books in their home, they become familiar with books and the act of reading, 

effectively giving them a head start in learning. A child who looks at books and reads with his or her 

parents/guardians everyday has a major advantage compared to children who never read at home and who 

have never been introduced to the concept of reading.  

   

5. Set a good example; be caught in the act! 

Children are a product of their upbringing and mimic the behaviour they see at home, repeating the actions 

they observe from their parents or guardians. If a child observes his or her parent/guardian reading every 

night, then that child will emulate the same behaviour. 

 
 
Maths 
 
This term, from Year 7 to 11, the Maths Faculty has carried on the journey started last year based on a culture of 

deep understanding, confidence and competence in maths – a culture that produces strong, secure learning and 

real progress. We have reviewed and modified our road map that helps students to progress confidently throughout 

a 5-year curriculum, from Year 7 to 11, with opportunities to close gaps in learning due to the pandemic. We feel 

that we are on the right track and we celebrated amazing GCSE and A-Level results last summer. 

This term we have enrolled the platform Sparx Maths for homework. Sparx personalises each child’s homework, 

creating a weekly set of questions tailored to their level of understanding and learning pace. The questions are 

designed to be achievable whilst offering the stretch that learners need to make progress. If you would like to know 

more, you can watch this video. 

One of the keys to Sparx Maths homework is their “bookwork check”, which ensures students show all their 

workings. Here there are some examples of students’ bookwork checks. 

https://f.hubspotusercontent30.net/hubfs/5530880/KB%20Resources%20Summer%202021/Parent%20video_v2.mp4
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In terms of curriculum, the themes covered are the following: 

• Year 7 - Algebraic Thinking 

• Year 8 - Proportional Reasoning  

• Year 9 - Reasoning with Algebra 

• Year 10 - Similarity 

• Year 11 - Geometry and Data 

• Set 4 students from Year 7 to 11 - Numbers 

In Year 11, a group of students has been selected to attend our Further Maths lessons with Mr Gupta: small group 

lessons with a specifically designed curriculum that stretches our most able students. 

Similarly, in Year 12 and 13 a group of students have been selected to attend our Further Maths A-level course, to 

prepare them to achieve a double A-level grade in the subject, which will open amazing university choices. 

The Maths faculty also has been running the several enrichment 

programmes, which have been proven to be very popular (some of 

them with more 50 students!): the ever so popular Chess club, UKMT 

Challenge and Sci-facts debate. Our enrichment activities aim to 

open students' minds to the breadth and depth of mathematics, 

foster/develop brain fitness, feel good about solving a challenge and 

develop communication skills. Here are some photos of staff taking 

part to chess matches with students during our Open Evening. 
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Science 

These are the books that the Science department has on ParentPay for purchase at a reduced price. 

• Year 7 and 8 (if not already bought) - CGP KS3 Science Complete Study and Practice. 

• Year 9 - Collins Lab Books – Compulsory purchase 

• Year 10 and 11 - Collins Lab books for new students and those who have not bought the books yet. 

• Year 10 - OUP Revise and Practice 1 book for Combined Science, 3 book bundle for Separate Science 

• Year 12 - A-level Range of CGP books and OUP books 

• Year 12 - BTEC Revision guide and Workbook. 

The deadline for payment is 1 November 2022. 

 

MFL 

3rd European Day of Languages Bake-Off Challenge 
 
After the success of the 1st and 2nd Bake off challenge in 2019 and 2021 in the MFL 

Department, we decided to run it again this year, and what a success!!  

 

Please, use half term to re-stock your Maths 

equipment: you need geometry sets (including 

protractor, ruler and compasses) and calculator 

(check batteries, especially if you are in Years 

10, 11, 12 and 13). 

http://bardo-lusevera-news.blogspot.com/2015/09/pluriilinguismo.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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In order to combine the European Day of Languages (26 September) with support for the official Macmillan Coffee 

Morning (30
 

September) we held a Great European Cake Off at The Langley Academy. We opened the competition 

for Year 7 students, and we had lots of bakes coming into school the morning of 26 September. 

 

We would like to thank everyone that took part as there were good quality cakes, which shows all the effort that 

went in. Special thanks to Ms Kinch for her huge help and the 6th Form students that helped with the sale. 

 

We raised £118 that went to Macmillan - well done everyone! The winners are below: 

 
 
 

PE 

Our Year 9 football team played against Churchmead School and beat them 4-1. There were some exceptional goals 

from TLA, with a special mention to Tommy-Lee Ward who scored a top corner shot from outside the box. It was 

great to see the team celebrate together and work hard for each other. We often talk about resilience, and 

leadership and these skills were both displayed throughout the game by the entire team. A very proud Ms 

McDonnel (the Year 9 RSL), was also in the crowd and was very proud of the team’s performance and their attitude.  

1st prize: 
Charlie McLullich/Grace Pergusey 

2nd prize: 
Manpreet Panesar 

3rd prize: 
Josie Perks/Simran Tiwana 
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Another thank you to Amandeep, Russel and Ryan (our A-level and BTEC students) who helped officiate the game 

and to Dru Bailey who was an exceptional manager. A special mention to Jievyn Gill who was awarded player of 

the match for being a strong, commanding centre back who also scored two of our goals! 

 
Humanities 
 
A Level Geography trip to Bournemouth 

A-level geographers took part in both physical and human fieldwork at 

Bournemouth and the surrounding areas. During the trip they visited 

spits, carried out a ferry trip to shell bay beach and studland naturist 

beach. Student carried out a number of fieldwork methodologies and 

spoke to a number of people in the local community who expressed 

their opinions and expertise on coastal management in the area. 

Students visited the aquarium and played mini golf in their free time 

whilst there and were brilliant throughout the duration of the trip.  
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PSHE 
 

My experience at the school tuck shop 

has been impeccable. I started working 

there in the beginning of Year 8 and I 

have learned so much already. The tuck 

shop is amazing, not just for buying 

stationary but also for us students to 

learn about money and financing. My experience at the 

shop has been great so far. I don't just enjoy it, but I have 

learnt so much. I have to have a very good attention to 

detail as items can go missing and I have to take the 

initiative when things don't go my way. Time management 

is important too, as well as communication to talk to your 

peers who are working with you. Most of all, I feel very 

honoured that Ms McDonnell has given me this great 

responsibility (as the tuck shop would be nothing without 

her and her leadership) which helps me strive to achieve more. 
Eve Nagpal 

Museum Learning 
 

Noticed any changes to the atrium? 

Our current exhibition explores the 2022 Summer rehang. Once every three years the Museum Learning Team 

organise the cleaning, safety checking and refreshing of the Atrium hanging installations.  

The planning started in November 2021 and 

involved: 

• Over 500 emails 

• 9 different companies 

• 4 museums 

• 2 whole Academy consultations 

• 2 focus groups 

• Multiple meetings 

Over August, 10 people put in over 320 hours 

of work to create the installations. We used: 

• 1 scissor lift 

• 1 cherry picker 

• 1 Geiger counter 
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This summer we: 

• Refreshed our DNA model, giving it new base pairs. 

• Installed 25 umbrellas as part of a national project by the ADHD 

Foundation to raise the profile of neurodiversity in the UK.  

• Refreshed the flag display representing internationalism at the 

Academy with 70 new flags asked for by staff and students. 

• Installed the new House system banners.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Museum Learning Club 

It has been great to see some familiar faces from last year and 

have some new joiners! This term students from across Year 7-

11 have had the opportunity to explore never seen before objects 

from our collection and trial a new museum activity for the 

Museum of English Rural life in Reading.   

 

 

 

 

Year 8 students became palaeontologists for one of their maths lessons this term. They looked at the footprints of 

bipedal dinosaurs like a T-Rex and quadrupedal dinosaurs like the brachiosaurus. In their study they used 

measurements and ratios to make predictions about dinosaur’s height from their footprints.  
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How do we find out about the past? 

A 1994 Compaq laptop, a discarded neolithic flint flake, an air raid precaution document written in Baylis House 

Slough, just some of the objects Year 7s explored this term in their History lessons.  

Students learnt about object interpretation and how historians use different sources of information to piece 

together the past. Students worked in groups to explore a range of objects. By the end of the lesson all Year 7s were 

able to create their own exhibition labels for an object of their choice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And finally … the family coach is back! 

“All the fun and none of the hassle” 

Planning is underway for the return of our annual free family coach trip to London in February 2023. This is for 

families to enjoy London’s museums together. See your child’s subjects come to life, experiment with ground 

breaking science at the Science Museum, admire the V&A Museum’s collection of costumes from plays studied in 

Drama and English and get up close to world famous art and design. From sea creatures to selfies come and see 

your children’s knowledge in action at some of the country’s best museums. 

More information on how to book coming soon! 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

The Natural History Museum 
Caring for the natural world 

The Science Museum 
Astonishing Science 

The V&A Museum 
Home of great design 
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Library News 
 
This term we are delighted to welcome our Author in Residence for the Year - the writer and footballer, Seth 

Burkett! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seth will be visiting once per half term over the course of the year and will be working with students from Years 7-

9, as well as with our Year 12 PE students.  He is also running a writing workshop after school on the days he is here.  

This is a new experience for both him and us, so we are all very excited about it and are looking forward to seeing 

how the scheme progresses during the year ahead. 

There is a continuing focus on Reading for Pleasure in the school this term, and to this end the students in Years 7-

9 are being read aloud to twice a week, once in House Tutor time and once in Library time.  This initiative is bedding 

in nicely and students and staff have enjoyed reading The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman (Year 7), Ghost Boys by 

Jewell Parker Rhodes (Year 8) and To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee (Year 9).  Much discussion has been provoked 

by these books with, no doubt, plenty more to come! 

The Library remains a vibrant space with lots going on at break and lunch times.  Books being borrowed, games 

being played, and homework being done.   

The Library is missing a lot of books, so can I make my usual plea for parents and students to have a really good 

look for any Langley Academy library books that may be lying forgotten in your homes. There are currently nearly 

300 overdue library books (those are the ones that are scanned out but I suspect that there are many others that 

have escaped the system) with a value of over £2000.  Any returns most welcome!! 

Many thanks and have a good break. 

Hattie Kimberley - Librarian 
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Careers, Enrichment and Challenge 

        

Talks, Events and Assemblies 

 

Scholars Club Talks 

We are pleased to re-launch our Scholars Club Talks for students to be held on selected Thursday afternoons, 3pm 

until 4pm.  These talks aim to help students discover more about the different career paths and opportunities 

available in the working world. Our first two speakers have been arranged for November and students can book 

their place using the SIMS Parent App – see details below. 

 

1) Pathways to Property 

Presenter: Henley Business College (part of Reading University) 

When: 17 November 2022 @ 3pm – 4pm 

Where: Theatre  

Info:  For students in Year 10 and above. Come and find out about the many career opportunities 

in the property and real estate sector from high street agencies to building surveyors and town 

planners to financial analysts and sustainability consultants. Find out about online courses, 

summer school, work experience, bursaries and mentoring. 

 

2) Working at GOSH - Chemistry and Diagnosis 

Presenter: Professor Simon Heales 

When: 24 November 2022 @ 3pm – 4pm 

Where: Theatre  

Info: Simon is a UCL Professor of Clinical Chemistry who works at the National Hospital for 

Neurology and Neurosurgery and Great Ormond Street Hospital. This talk is suitable for GCSE and 

A Level students who are interested in the medical field. Professor Heales will explain how 

chemistry can be used to diagnose and treat children with rare diseases. He will also give an 

insight into his career pathway. 

  

We are planning upcoming talks from Sky, Frimley Health (NHS), Pinewood Studios and Careers in the Creative 
Industries – keep an eye on the SIMS Parent App for these and more.  
 
If you know of anyone who would be willing to come and give a careers related talk to our students, please email 
careers@langleyacademy.org with their contact details. In addition, if your place of work is able to offer work 
experience to our year 10 or year 12 students please contact us for more information using the same email address. 
 

Higher Education and Apprenticeship Fair 
 
We ran our first HE and Apprenticeship Fair for Year 11, 12 and 13 students on 23 September and kicked off the 

event with talks on Oxbridge, Russell Group and Universities in general by Amelia Grigg from Selwyn College, 

Cambridge University.  We hosted 18 exhibitors and hope to run this as an annual event and expand on our 

Apprenticeship exhibitors. 

 
 
 

mailto:careers@langleyacademy.org
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KPMG WorkReady Workshop 

 

Business volunteers from KPMG, The Talent Foundry and 4YoungMinds delivered an interactive workshop for a 

group of Year 10 students on Friday 7 October.  The students learnt about emerging technologies and how they are 

used by KPMG and in the wider workplace.  

Working  in small groups students were challenged to come up with a brief of a ‘new’ tech product that would help 

one of the emergency services provide a better service, ideas included an Autonomous Fire Truck; ‘Smart dust’ and 

a ‘Fire Sensor’ to diagnose fires and aid firefighters; a Digital ‘Twin’ to help protect firefighters,  a Law Enforcement 

Attack Drone (L.E.A.D)  to help Police manage threatening situations, and to help the Coastguards an Interactive 

Wristband and underwater robotic lifeguards!  The students presented their ideas to the business volunteers and 

their peers at the end of the session.  

During the workshop they used and developed their transferrable skills such as listening, problem solving, creativity, 

teamwork and presenting and heard how employers value these skills but that the most important skill will be the 

skill of learning new skills!  Year 10 were mentored and supported by 6th Form student volunteers who also 

developed their work ready skills. 

 

Upcoming Events and Visits 

Army Careers Presentation 

Year 9 will be attending an Army Careers session on Friday 26 October.  The Army’s National Core Engagement 

team will deliver a presentation on careers in the armed forces, the apprenticeships on offer and what skills and 

attributes are looked for by modern employers, not just the Army. 

The Core Engagement team will be joined by members of the Royal Electrical & Mechanical Engineers and Infantry 

engagement teams who will show students their modern kit and equipment and talk more specifically about their 

different roles.   
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Other events 

In the pipeline for November are a Digital Day for Year 8, Advertising Unlocked for Year 11 and 6th Form students 

and a visit to Pinewood Careers Event for interested Year 11 and 6th Form students.  In January we are hoping to 

take students from Year 9 to a Tech Careers event at the Science Museum. 

Careers Education 

Careers lessons begin after half term for all year groups. Lessons will take place during one House Tutor session per 

week and will use Unifrog to help students develop core competencies and skills such as listening, speaking, 

problem solving, creativity, staying positive and aiming high. KS3 will focus on exploring a broad range of careers, 

KS4 will look at specific roles and career paths in broad areas of interest while KS5 will start identifying routes into 

possible careers and concentrate on applications for their next stage. 

Careers Information, Advice and Guidance 

 

Small group careers guidance meetings have started for students in Year 10 and 11.  Our   Careers 

Adviser, Melissa, runs these sessions every Tuesday to run through the Post 16 options of 6th Form, 

college and Apprenticeships and to show students different resources for exploring possible career 

paths. Students are encouraged to start thinking about their next steps, to research different jobs and sectors and 

plan their best route.  Students should attend open days to find the best option for them. 

 

Adviza have a Careers Portal that anyone can access here - www.adviza.org.uk/careers-guidance-for-you - this is a 

very useful resource for students and parents/carers with content constantly being updated. Their Webchat feature 

is available 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday.  

 
Careers Communications 
 
We aim to keep everyone updated with careers related news, advice and opportunities through our regular bulletin  

Future You which will be issued twice each Term, our Careers Pages on The Langley Academy Website and our 

Twitter and Instagram accounts. We’d love you to follow us: 

                                    @TLACareers                                          tla.careers 

We welcome any feedback or queries to careers@langleyacademy.org  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.adviza.org.uk/careers-guidance-for-you
https://sway.office.com/7Ok37gdsCgiL6sye?ref=Link
https://www.langleyacademy.org/91/careers
mailto:careers@langleyacademy.org
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Restaurant News 

Welcome to our newsletter edition of 2022-23. 

We hope everyone are keeping well and the new term has settled down somewhat. Innovate are extremely 

proud to be working in partnership with The Langley Academy and we would like to warmly welcome all our new 

starters and new Year 7 parents and look forward to serving you in the new academic year.  

At the restaurant we offer a selection of hot and cold food offers to help get you through the day. Our commitment 

to customers is to ensure the freshest food prepared to the highest standards and sold to you at a real value for 

money price point. Our team, led by our Chef Manager Marta, actively encourages your comments and feedback 

and will be happy to answer your questions and queries at any time. You can reach us by email on 

langleyacademy@impactfood.co.uk  

Did You Know? 

We offer FREE porridge to all students. 

As we all witnessing unprecedented hikes in the 

prices of individual products, and raising cost of 

living, we will be offering new meal deals, where 

everyone has access to a range of products at 

affordable price points, we would also like to 

highlight that we provide FREE porridge in the 

morning for all students, which is a nutritious way 

to start the day and so we’d actively encourage our 

students to come in for breakfast Monday to 

Friday: 08:00 - 08:30. 

After School Service 

As a way of minimizing food waste and providing an after-school service for extra study and extracurricular 

activates, we have come up with an initiative to sell items at a reduced rate at the end of each day items that 

previously would have been thrown away. 

Student & Staff can visit our restaurant to purchase baguette, salads pots, sandwiches etc at less than half price. 

Prices start from 70p. Monday to Thursday 14:55 - 15:15. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:langleyacademy@impactfood.co.uk
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