
  

 

                                                                                   

                     

                                                                 

 

 

February half term is a little later this year and marks the halfway point in the academic year. Incredibly, we are 

still operating with some Covid measures in place. As restrictions have eased nationally and the number of 

students and staff testing positive has started to reduce, we are planning to relax some measures after half term. 

We will be returning to live assemblies with whole year groups in the theatre. Windows will not remain open so 

students will not wear coats in the classroom. We will no longer provide masks or insist students wear them.  

Once again, our newsletter is a fitting tribute to all that the Academy community has been able to achieve 

despite living with the restrictions that have been in place throughout the academic year. 

At this time of year, we celebrate World Book Day. We are providing a wide range of events across several weeks 

as the team want to make up for the opportunities missed last year. It began with author webinars this half term 

and includes visits and book signings, competitions, and a book sale. A full list of the planned events is included 

below. 

Please do encourage your child to engage with all that is on offer and we ask that you make the most of every 

opportunity to facilitate their reading. Language and literacy provide us with the building blocks, not just for 

academic achievement, but for fulfilling careers and rewarding lives. Research demonstrates that good literacy 

is key to learning across all subjects and a strong predicator of success in later life. The Education Endowment 

Foundation found that students reading capability was the best indicator of future achievement. We also know 

that a focus on language and literacy is especially important for pupils with English as an Additional or Second 

Language.  

To support language development all teachers are supporting students to ‘Say it again, better’; a pedagogical 

approach that encourages students to improve their verbal responses, speak in full sentences using subject 

specific vocabulary and be confident in their work. The effect of this is to demonstrate to students that they are 

capable of excellent responses and in time it is more likely to become more common for them to produce first 

time around. We believe that it will support them in all aspects of their education and life beyond the school 

day.  

 

Alison Lusuardi – Headteacher 
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https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/evidence-reviews/english-as-an-additional-language-eal
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/evidence-reviews/english-as-an-additional-language-eal
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WORLD BOOK WEEK 2022 

Monday 28 February - Thursday 3 March 

 

 

 

 

 

This year’s World Book Week starts immediately after half term on 28 February.  A wonderful buzz is beginning 

to build around it and we are all getting excited!  We have plenty to look forward to this year including two 

author visits, quizzes, competitions, a celebration of 25 years of Harry Potter, a second-hand book sale and 

more! 

Monday 28 February - Holly Smale (author of the Geek Girl series and The Valentines) will be visiting us for the 

day, focussing on Year 9.  Parents should have received an email about this and Seth Burkett’s visit (see below) 

explaining that their books can be ordered via ParentPay for them to sign for your children on the relevant day. 

Tuesday 1 March - Harry Potter Day at TLA!  Students and staff can come to school dressed as their favourite 

Harry Potter character.  There will be dressing up and selfies in the Library at lunch time.  (Please note - Students 

are welcome to come to school dressed as a Harry Potter character, otherwise students MUST WEAR USUAL 

SCHOOL UNIFORM). 

Wednesday 2 March - The Great Langley Book Sale!  There will be a lunch time book sale of second-hand books 

that are being retired from the Library, or have been donated but are surplus to requirement.  Every book will 

cost 50p and there will be one brownie for each buyer while stocks last!  All money raised will go towards new 

titles for the Library. 

Thursday 3 March - World Book Day! Author and footballer Seth Burkett will be visiting us for the day.  He will 

be talking to Years 7 and 8, and will be doing a special session with Year 12 BTEC PE students.  He has kindly 

agreed to judge The Great Potato Competition (see below). 

COMPETITIONS 

The Great Potato Competition   

Wondering what to do over a wet half term?  Why not 

decorate/dress up a potato as your favourite book character?  

There will be prizes for the best fiction spud and the best non-

fiction spud – I am looking forward to seeing some amazing 

creative spuds which have been painted, dressed up, and 

generally made to look incredible (and recognisable!). 
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The 100 Word Short Story Competition  

Based on our current exhibition acknowledging the extraordinary contribution 

made by the Indian Army to Britain’s struggle in the First World War, your (very!) 

short story can be inspired by any of the exhibits, photographs or texts.  Take a 

tour of the exhibition and have a go! 

 

 

Inspiration and Aspiration  

Can you identify the staff members hiding behind the books that inspired 

their earliest hopes and dreams about what they might become and 

achieve later in life? 

 
 

GAIA 

 
Term 3 focussed on Climate Change, Sustainability and the Future We Want, with 6 inter-House competitions. 
Students discussed how climate change is affecting their lives and likely scenarios in the future. To promote 
cross curricular learning, students could express their views by entering one or all of the following competitions, 
to earn the most House points:  
 

• Grow your own plant • Rap 

• Poem • Poster 

• Speech • Video 

 
Poster making was the most popular, followed by growing your own plant. 
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Here are the competition winners:  
  
Poster:  

• 1st - Lucy Tsang, 11Darwin  
• 2nd - Kacy Murray, 9Gaia   
• 3rd - Fernanda Essah, 10Henley   

 
RAP:  

• 1st - Ifunaya Ifeabunike, 7Gaia 

 
SPEECH  

• Angelina Sagoo, 7Darwin  
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Congratulations to all, especially the individual winners. All seedlings will be planted in our organic garden as 

part of the Growth themed competition for next term. Our future depends on everyone taking the first step to 

turn our predicament into a triumph, overcoming the challenges of climate change.  

 

British Science Week 2022 runs from 14 March to 18 March, with the theme “growth”.  Students will continue 

to explore issues around climate change and sustainability with science activities making more use of both the 

organ and regeneration s gardens as outdoor teaching spaces 

 
 
 

Maths 

This term, from Year 7 to 11, the Maths Faculty has carried on the work on deep understanding, confidence 

and competence in maths.  

In terms of content, the foci have been: 

• Year 7 - Applications of numbers  

• Year 8 - Algebraic techniques  

• Year 9 - Reasoning with data  

• Year 10 - Geometry of angles and circles  

• Year 11 - Multiplicative, Geometric & Algebraic Reasoning   
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On 25 January, 25 Year 7 and 8 students took part in the 25th Anniversary Edition of the UKMT Challenge: four 

students scored above 70%.  

On 2 February, 19 Year 9 students took part in the Intermediate UKMT Challenge; the results will be in after the 

half term break and we hope that some of our students will qualify for the Maths Olympiad. 

To trigger the Maths curiosity among students, the Maths department has started a weekly ‘TLA Maths 

Challenge’ which is displayed in the library. This challenge comprises of two components: 1. A maths puzzle to 

check their numeracy and 2. ‘Say it again better’ to check their maths vocabulary.    

The Maths Faculty has carried our ongoing work to identify and close gaps in learning, especially the Year 7 

cohort with the use of the National Centre for Teaching Excellence in Mathematics Check Point activities: their 

open ended tasks help teachers to highlight reasoning patters in students and identify eventual gaps in 

understanding of key concept (e.g. negatives numbers, perimeter, etc). 

 

In Year 7, a group of students has been selected to attend small group tuitions as part of the national programme 

of Numeracy Catch-up, to help them to shorten/close the gaps with their peers. 

In Year 11, a group of students has been selected to attend our Intervention Programme, small group lessons 

with a specifically designed curriculum. 

The Maths faculty also has been running the several enrichment programmes, which have been proven to be 

very popular (some of them with more 50 students!): Rubik’s cube, chess club, UKMT Challenge and Sci-facts 

debate. Our enrichment activities aim to open students' minds to the breadth and depth of mathematics, 

foster/develop brain fitness, feel good about solving a challenge and develop communication skills. 

Plea to parents: please, do encourage and monitor the completion of Maths homework. Your support is much 

appreciated. 

• Year 10 students have to complete revision to prepare for their Maths Exam (one calculator paper) 

• Year 11 students have to complete the set past paper over half term, according to their teacher’s 

instructions. 
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Please, use half term to re-stock your Maths equipment: we need geometry sets (including protractor, ruler 

and compasses) and calculator (check batteries, especially if you are in Year 10 and 11). 

 

 

 

 

 

Science 

Staff  

 

The Science faculty welcomed two new members of staff: Ms Vidya Ramesh is the new Higher Learning Teaching 

Assistant while Ms Aasia Hassan is the new Science Tutor.  

 

Teaching and learning  

 

Year 12 students have been sitting their Term 1 assessments over the last fortnight. Teachers are currently 

marking them and provide valuable feedback. Year 10 will sit theirs after the half term. Year 8 will have their 

assessments after the half term holiday. Students life is close to normal, thanks to lifting of Covid-19 

restrictions.    

 

 
 

 
 

  

Extracting DNA from strawberries Year 8 students observing plant and animal cells 
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Enrichment  
 
KS3 and KS4 Science enrichment runs every Tuesday and Thursday.  
Parents and students can sign up via the SIMS App. 
                                                         
  
  
 
 

Revision 
  
The faculty is offering after school revision sessions for selected students in need. Year 11 students have revision 

on Tuesday. Year 13 Biology, Physics and Chemistry sessions run on Monday, Thursday and Friday respectively.  

 

British Science Week 
   
We are looking forward to the British Science week next term where a lot of outdoor learning experiences are 

planned.  

  

 

CAPA 

Music 

It’s been a busy term for students studying Music at KS3 and KS4.  In Year 7, students have begun studying the 

keyboard and have worked on their note reading skills, producing some performances of well-known nursery 

tunes.  Year 8 have been studying the transferrable skills of Music in a CAPA careers scheme of work, where they 

used their teamwork, creativity, communication and musicality to record their own raps for an inter-class rap 

battle.  There have been some superb examples so far so look out for these on the department’s social 

media.  Year 9 continue to study Rock and Pop music this term focusing on structures and harmony, whilst Year 

10 have gone into depth into the functions of Film Music.   

Year 11 experimenting with slime 

Electronics Science Enrichment 
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In enrichment, we are pleased to launch ‘Soul Choir’ led by Rebecca Richardson from Slough Music Service which 

runs every Tuesday after school.  Additional enrichment activities will be added in Term 4 so please do sign up 

on the SIMs Parent App.  Term 4 will also see students perform in our school production ‘Mary 

Poppins’.  Ticketing information will be announced shortly so don’t forget to grab yours when you can.   

Don’t forget to follow us on Instagram and Twitter - @Music_TLA for news and the fantastic work done by 

students. 

 

 

Design Technology 

 

In Textiles, Year 8 students have been learning to use the sewing 

machine and most recently have been using the technique of couching 

to decorate their fabric before making it into mobile phone cases. 

Couching is a technique in which yarn is laid across the surface of the 

ground fabric and fastened in place with machine stitching. The brightly 

coloured wool yarn the students have been using was kindly donated to 

the faculty earlier this year. We are always grateful for any donations of 

yarns, buttons, beads, fabrics etc.  

Year 10 students in DT are being team-taught by Mr Lad and Mr Ferrin. This is a new teaching strategy that is 

being used by both teachers to close-the-gap in terms of theory knowledge. Lessons are being taught outside 

the workshop, inside South-Wing and they have been structured in the same way as when students complete 

their exam. All Year 10 studentss will be undertaking their mock examination after the February Half-Term. Best 

of luck. 

 

Year 11 DT students are also in the same position as the Year 13’s, where they are putting the final touches to 

their paperwork. All proposals for a final model have been completed. We, as a Faculty and an Academy, are 

very proud of them, as their education has been greatly disrupted, but they have produced some great work. 

Some examples of their final models are shown below.  Learners are looking to complete this extended project 

by 18 February 2022. 
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A shout out goes to the Year 
11 Hospitality and Catering 
students who completed 
their practical exam on 
Friday 11 February 2022. 
 
Some of the dishes that the 

students produced was 

fantastic! We had a Black Forest Gateau, Butter Chicken, Lasagne, Tandoori Chicken to someone making pasta 

from scratch. These students have truly been great as their lead-up to this has been disturbed with COVID-19. 

Both Ms Wauchob and Ms Kinch (who were leading the exam) were extremely pleased with what you had 

achieved and completed in the time frame. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Year 12 students have been working on a combination of their theory, visual communication and practical skills. 

The lessons have been divided up for them to benefit from two-teachers and three main focus areas. On Tuesday 

all students study an in-depth theory program, which relates to practice examination questions. Thursdays are 

now dedicated to the NEA, this has been moved forward as the Year 12s need to manufacture a final model 

(something they would purchase in the real world). This obviously will be an extended project and they will be 

looking at completing by February/March 2023. Mr. Ferrin is supporting the NEA by teaching students technical 

drawing skills. 
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Year 13 Product Design students have completed their final proposals for their NEA (Non-Examination 

Assessment), which will count for 50% of their final grade. They have chosen their own projects and products 

that they would like to manufacture, which is an important aspect of their work and are now working towards 

completing their folder work, which is roughly 30 pages of A3 paper. Projects are varied from a relaxing chair to 

a table, or a bedside cabinet to a multi-purpose desktop holder. Some examples of their final models are shown 

below.  Students are looking to complete this extended project by 28 February 2022. Updates will be given in 

future newsletters. 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Museum Learning 

Current Exhibition: India and the First World War 

Our current exhibition is on India and the First World War. The exhibition banners were designed by volunteers 

of South Asian heritage, Dr Priya Atwal, and Heritage Advisor, Stephen Barker, through the University of Oxford. 

Using content from the Trusts collection, the Museum Learning Team have expanded the history by exploring 

different faith approaches to the conflict and links to Slough within the exhibition cases.  

 

Museum Learning Club 

 

This term students had the opportunity to support the Museum Learning Team to install the current exhibition. 

Students from across Years 7-10 have spent the term learning more about the content and have embraced the 

challenge of creating student tours to support sharing the exhibition with the wider school community. 

 

The horrors of the Industrial Revolution 

 

This term Miss Hudson ran workshops focusing on the Industrial Revolution 

with Year 8 History students. What was life like living in London in 1870? Is 

child labour a good thing? Could you survive the workhouse?  
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The Powers of a Yew Tree 

 

Without context does literature lose its meaning?  

Year 7 students visited a Yew Tree within the 

grounds of St Mary’s Church to enhance 

their understanding of what a Yew Tree is. 

Through sensory exploration and discussions 

students were able to unpick the symbolism 

used within ‘A Monster Calls’ and develop 

their understanding of the emotional 

connotations connected to the Yew Tree 

within the novel. The visit enabled students 

to develop their vocabulary, develop their 

ideas and their imagination which ultimately helped them to write better quality poetry in response to the Yew 

Tree.  

 

Visit Us! 

 

You can view our exhibitions in person at The Langley Academy. Tours are available to limited numbers only, 

Fridays from 2:30 – 3:30. All tours must be booked at least 1 week in advance. Please contact us 

at museumlearning@arbibeducationtrust.org for information.   

 

 

Careers, Enrichment and Challenge 

       

 

 

 

Careers Education 

National Careers Week – 7-11 March 

Look out for some exciting TLA Careers Challenge Competitions being launched across all year groups during 

Careers Week! Time to get creative! 

• Year 7 and 8 - Careers linked to House Tutor Theme  

• Year 9 and 10 - Produce a fun and enticing HR Advert 

• Year 11 and 6th Form - Design a fun and engaging Careers App 

Informed Choices  

mailto:museumlearning@arbibeducationtrust.org
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Next term during careers lessons Year 11 and Year 13 students will be updating their 

Unifrog Post 16 and Post 18 Intentions as well as making sure all their contact details 

on Unifrog are up to date. We don’t want to lose touch if you are leaving us! 

Unifrog have launched a new Placements Tool for any students who wish to safely organise an own placement 

to take place during the holidays. After gaining verbal agreement from an employer a student can then start the 

process by clicking on the Placement Tool box on their home page. The tool ensures that parents and the 

academy are aware of the placement and both need to authorise it before it can go ahead. 

Any student who takes part in work experience – real or virtual – should add this on Unifrog as an Activity and 

update their Competencies and CV. All these experiences are extremely useful when applying to University or 

Apprenticeships in the future. 

Subject Choice for Careers Day - 18 February 

Year 8 and 9 students took part in a virtual event from Founders4Schools. The aim of the day was for young 

people to discover more about different career paths linked to subjects – maths, humanities and business. They 

heard from inspirational role models about what it means to work in their job/industry/sector.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming Talks, Events and Assemblies 

Scholars Club Enrichment Talks 

The Careers, Enrichment and Challenge Team are organising a series of talks for students, both live and virtual, 

to take place every Thursday afternoon.  Speakers will be from a wide variety of organisations and will cover 

topics from university, college and apprenticeships to specific sector and job roles talks. Students will be notified 

of suitable upcoming talks and invited to attend.   



 

15 
 
 

 

 

Scholars Club – Young Engineer Workshops 

Selected students will take part in two workshops designed to be practical, informal and fun whilst covering 

different aspects of engineering and technology subjects. The sessions will be delivered virtually by external 

volunteers and supervised by a member of staff. Man and Moon STEM Talk – Friday 29 April.  

 
This talk tells exciting tales from Apollo 8 to Apollo 17, centered around the first moon landing of Apollo 11 open 

for all of Year 7!   

 

There are so many little gems to discover, including how we learned to fly in space, the perils of a moon landing, 

the Apollo 13 near-disaster, driving moon buggies, and what we brought back (and left behind) on the moon. 

Using amazing photography and videos it puts the story in the context of the moon itself, what it’s made of, and 

where it came from… And what role it may play in our future exploration of space. 

   

If you are interested in booking a space for this talk, please contact Ms Ashraf.  

 

Special Assemblies 

• UCB Pharma will be coming in to give an informative and motivational talk to 6th Form students.  They 

will talk about STEM careers in general and working for UCB in particular and students will be invited to 

apply for an Insight Day at their Bath Road site. 

 

• Year 10 will be having a virtual assembly from UpSkillMe – a platform that helps students connect with 

employers for work experience and jobs and to build and record critical employment skills. 

 

Careers Fair – 4 May 2022 

Watch this space for news on our upcoming Careers Fair for students, parents and carers! 

 

Careers Information, Advice and Guidance 

Adviza are still holding 1-2-1 guidance meetings for Year 11 and 6th Form students.  
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Year 11 students should now be applying  for college, either as a first choice or as a back up plan. Those students 

considering apprenticeships should sign up for an account at https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship and 

start searching for suitable  vacancies – make sure the start date is July onwards! 

 

Work Experience – World of Work Business Insight Days 
 
Students in Year 10 and Year 12 will be taking part in Business Insight Days where they will engage directly with 

local employers and business volunteers. 

 

Year 10 - On June 21 business volunteers from local companies will be coming in to the academy to work with 

our students in Year 10. Students will hear from a guest speaker, hear directly from employers on what skills 

and qualities they look for and find out how they can develop their own ‘personal branding’. Every student will 

take part in a Business Insight session from a sector they are interested in and undertake a Sector Challenge.  

They will have the opportunity to talk informally to the business volunteers during a ‘Coffee Break’ and receive 

feedback on their completed challenge. 

 

We are offering students the chance to organise their own alternative off-site Insight Day if they wish -this would 

need to take place on the 21 June and would need to be organised using the Placements Tool on Unifrog. 

 

Year 12 - On 18 and 19 July, Year 12 students will be meeting with local business volunteers from different 

industry sectors.  On the Wednesday and Thursday of this week they will be supporting academy staff with CAS 

week events. 

 
Day 1: Employers Day 

Business volunteers will come in to the academy for the day to run a Sector Scenarios Carousel and associated 

business challenges.  Students will present back to the volunteers and receive feedback on their results and 

participation. 

Day 2: Work Ready Day (Slough Conference Venue) 

Students will make their own way to a Conference Centre in central Slough where they will meet more business 

volunteers and take part in workshops on LMI and career decisions, Personal Branding, CV Surgery and how to 

prepare for their next steps. They will hear from a Guest Speaker and engage in a Q&A session with the business 

volunteers. 

We are offering students the chance to find their own work experience for this week if they would prefer to do 
so.  They would need to organise this through the Placements Tool on Unifrog. 
 

Careers Communications 

We aim to keep everyone updated with careers related news, advice and opportunities through our regular 

bulletin Future You which will be issued on the 2nd and 4th Friday of each Term, our Careers Pages on the Langley 

Academy Website and our Twitter and Instagram accounts. We’d love you to follow us: 

 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
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                          The Langley Academy Careers Page               Latest Edition of Future You  

                                    @TLACareers                                          tla.careers 

We welcome any feedback or queries to careers@langleyacademy.org  

 

Mental Health & Wellbeing 

Wednesday Wellbeing is still going on during House Tutor Time. Tutors use this 

time to provide and promoting wellbeing activities. 

The ‘Word of the Month’ is Pride.  Tutees have been made aware during House 

Tutor time and assemblies.  More work needs to be done to improve the 

engagement and buy in from both Tutors and students on celebrating the ‘theme word’ of the month. Students 

and staff need more encouragement to share stories or examples related to the ‘theme examples’. 

Sameera Afsar (left) has joined The Langley Academy as a counsellor. She is experienced in offering counselling 

services to young people. Sameera can be contacted using the details: Sameera.Afsar@langleyacademy.org 

The mental health term remains committed to support The Langley Academy Mental Health and Wellbeing 

needs. They can be contacted via the group email address: Wellbeing@langleyacademy.org 

https://www.langleyacademy.org/91/careers
https://sway.office.com/r5uOAbPAZ68dIMPI?ref=Link
mailto:careers@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Sameera.Afsar@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Wellbeing@langleyacademy.org
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Nurture Group 

As part of studying ’A Monster Calls’, Year 7 Nurture Group had a great time visiting the Yew Tree at St Mary’s 

Church and recreating it on canvas after! 

 

 

Safer Internet Day 

Safer Internet Day took place this year on Wednesday 8 February. Safer Internet Day 

promotes responsibility and secure use of technology by children and youth of today's 

world. Jasmin Naim, 9Arbib, organised an online Webinar for all schools within the 

Thames Valley Partnership.  

A link to this webinar which was watched by all Year 9 Students can be found here: TVLP webinar: 'Social Media 

and Fake News' with Carl Jones, Senior Lecturer in Advertising. - YouTube. This Webinar followed an 8-week 

programme that all students in the academy have been completing on Online Safety, including topics such as 

Trolling, The Law, Sharing Content and their Digital Footprint.  

We would like to congratulate Jasmin on organising this!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s86iHLzdwsc&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s86iHLzdwsc&t=1s
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Lexia 

A group of Year 7, 8 and 9 students are currently taking part in Lexia. Lexia 

is a Technology-led program that targets students who need support in 

basic reading, academic vocabulary and the comprehension skills necessary to fully access and engage in the 

secondary curriculum. 

Students have Lexia sessions on Monday during House Tutor and on Tuesday after school from 14:50 to 15:40. 

They are also required to log in at home to in order to achieve their targeted minutes. 

For further information about Lexia please contact Mr Matshazi or Ms Dawkins using the details below: 

                     Joseph.matshazi@langleyacademy.org           Moira.dawkins@langleyacademy.org  

 

Prince’s Trust  

 

 

Congratulations to the following Year 9 Prince’s Trust students who have all earned their Level 1 Award for 

Personal Development and Employability Skills: 

• Ibrahaim, Jessica, Hilal, Leia, Zac, Eleanor, Ahmed, Reggie, Amrit, Shalom and Danny-Lee. 

Congratulations to the following Year 10 Prince’s Trust students who have all earned their Level 1 Award for 

Personal Development and Employability Skills: 

• Xristos, Gian, Jahzara, George F, George S, Dylan, Husnain, Subhaan R, Subhan W and Sabaha. 

Congratulations to the following Year 11s who have also now been awarded their Level 1 Certificate for Personal 

Development and Employability Skills 

• Abdi, Sydney, Fahid, Hasan, Maya, Nadia, Ben, Mariyah, Jack, Kyle and Kieren. 

In 40 years, The Prince's Trust has worked with over 825,000 young people giving practical and financial support 

to develop key work skills helping them move into employment, education and training. 

The Prince's Trust is recognised by the qualification regulators in England, Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland 

to develop, offer and award qualifications. 

Prince's Trust Qualifications seek to: 
 

• Ensure young people have every opportunity to gain formal recognition of their skills and achievements 

• Develop qualifications that offer flexibility, choice and pathways to progression 

• Provide excellent support and service to our partners to ensure they are best placed to support young 
people. 

mailto:Joseph.matshazi@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Moira.dawkins@langleyacademy.org

