
 

                                                                                     

 

  @LangleyAcademy 

Message from the Headteacher 

This half term has of course been marked by the full return to school we were all waiting for. We are delighted 

to have welcomed students back on site and everyone is enjoying the opportunity to be teaching and learning 

in classrooms. Attendance is strong across all year groups.  

I have nothing but praise for student 

behaviour which was exemplary through 

the period of on-site testing. We were able 

to run the testing stations, for over one 

thousand students, with a selection of 

colleagues and volunteers from the local 

community and beyond; we are incredibly 

grateful for this strong show of support. 

One of the volunteers wrote to me on 

finishing: 

‘I just wanted to say how much I enjoyed being part of your pupil testing programme over the last two weeks. 

It has been a privilege to be allowed into your school, and to work with your staff and pupils. As I was lucky 

enough to be on the registration desk I had the honour of meeting many of the young people before their 

tests. Not once was any one of them anything but courteous and responsive. And so many were engaging and 

memorable. Meeting so many of your staff also enhanced the experience - to witness their care and concern 

for the young people in the school, despite the incredibly difficult circumstances of the past year.’ 

I hope that you have been able to establish similar routines at home. Please remember that students should 

continue to test twice a week, including over the break, and report their results using the instructions on the 

front of their instruction pack. We are continuing with other appropriate Covid measures in the Academy: year 

group bubbles, social distancing, hand cleaning routines and plenty of ventilation.  

The rest of the newsletter will demonstrate how staff have continued to deliver a rich experience to students 

despite the ongoing restrictions. I’d like to thank all staff for their hard work over the full lock down period.  

Thank you for your support this term and I hope that you all find time to have some quality rest and relaxation 

over the holiday period.  

Alison Lusuardi – Headteacher 
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Dates for your Diary 

 

APRIL 2021   

Thursday 1 End of Spring Term 2 14:30/14:40 
 EASTER HALF-TERM  

Monday 19 INSET DAY - No students at Academy  
Tuesday 20 Start of Summer Half-Term 1 08:20 

Thursday 22 Year 7 Parent/Carer Evening 16:30 - 19:00 

   
MAY 2021   

Monday 3 BANK HOLIDAY - Academy Closed  
Friday 28 End of Summer Half-Term 1  
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ARBIB 

Attendance has been very good over the year so far and currently stands at 94.5% for Arbib House, with both 

Year 7 and 8 being above average attendance. We currently have 26 students in Arbib with 100% attendance; 

11 in Year 7, 5 in Year 8, 2 in Year 9, 5 in Year 10 and 3 in Year 11. These will be awarded House points for their 

persistence and diligence, as 100% attendance means they have been to every lesson during this difficult time. 

Well done to these 26 students. 

Overall, Arbib have got 2831 Achievement points so far this year which is an amazing total and hope this year 

we could win the House competition. A big shout out to Syed Hussain in Year 7 who has the most House points 

in Arbib. Syed has managed to get a massive 86 points over the year so far, well done! 

Lastly, museums can give us a way into the past and look at our heritage. The Wayback Machine, 

https://archive.org/web/, website allows you search for the history of websites dating all the way back to the 

1990s. For example, if I searched for the Google website, www.google.com, this would give me this screen: 

 

So, this shows the Google website has been saved over 5 million times and by clicking 1998 in the timeline and 

clicking a date this will show me what the Google’s website looked like in 1998. In 1998 Google was still based 

in Stanford University in the USA and was a university project for the two students and creators of Google, Sergei 

Brin and Larry Page. 

 

As you can see the Google’s website looked very different and it shows an interesting piece of internet history 

from one of the biggest companies in the World today. Using the Wayback Machine you can search through 

webpage histories of some biggest internet companies and see what the internet looked like before you were 

born! 

Mr Blackford - Head of Arbib House 

https://archive.org/web/
http://www.google.com/
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DARWIN 
 
The Langley Academy celebrated the British Science Week from Monday 8 

March to Friday 15 March 2021. Returning to school during the same week was 

a challenge. However, a combination of live stream shows and interactive 

online activities provided for a captivating and exciting experience for our 

students. This year’s theme, ‘Innovating for the Future’ focussed us on the possibilities of enjoying Science using 

technology in varied settings. Students carried out some practical activities in lessons.     

 
                

 
 
 
 
 
   
   
 
 

                 

 
 
 
 

 
                          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Year 9 students explored the iris reflex and the blind spot 

Year 10 students investigated muscles of the forearm 

Marie Curie 

inspired 

cake design 

Periodic Table game 
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Daily Science Challenge 

Our daily science challenge was popular with our students. Videos were uploaded onto the TLA Science Twitter 

and Instagram pages. As usual Years 7-9 are taking part in the poster competition. We are also running the 

Farmvention where students are challenged to think about problems posed by climate change to British farming. 

Students can become Climate Superheroes by innovating on better ways to save the environment. Our scientific 

writers can also take part in an Essay Competition – Vaccinating the millions.  

We look forward to another exciting British Science Week next year.   

 

Mr Muranda - Head of Darwin House 

 
GAIA 
 
This has been a term of change and mixed emotions at the academy with all students and staff coming back 

onto site. I am so proud of how the students have once again adapted to this change, including the onsite testing 

which, despite being a challenge, they have taken in their stride.  

Darwin House has been involving the students in lots of Science based activities from the start of this term which 

the students have really enjoyed.   

“It has been fun to go straight back into some House competitions, it is like we haven’t been away.” Azeem - 

8Gaia  

“I have enjoyed making my poster for the competition and have found the theme of ‘Innovating for the future’ 

really interesting.” Julia - 8Gaia  

For those that need some uplifting in these times, I came across a poem by Emily Dickinson which really 

resonated with me and maybe will also help you:  

“Hope” is the thing with feathers - 
That perches in the soul - 

And sings the tune without the words - 
And never stops - at all - 

 
And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard - 

And sore must be the storm - 
That could abash the little Bird 

That kept so many warm - 
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I’ve heard it in the chillest land - 
And on the strangest Sea - 
Yet - never - in Extremity, 
It asked a crumb - of me. 

 
Ms Brown - Head of Gaia House 
 

 
GLOBE 

 
Another term has finished and we find ourselves quickly approaching the summer term and the yearly madness 

that comes with it. I believe it is only right to celebrate the positive steps that we have taken this term. While 

the term began with remote learning, along with all the positives and negatives that come with it, we received 

the welcome news that we can begin to take the first steps back to life normality at the Academy. 

This, of course, was the announcement that our students will be returning to the academy and that we could 

resume face to face lessons (safely of course!!). This has been a huge boost for everybody at the academy and 

we have had lots of examples of the dedication and resilience that we know the students of Globe House, and 

the whole academy, have.  In the short, time this term, that we have been back at the academy, the students of 

Globe House have accumulated 585 achievement points already! This is excellent to see, especially as our house 

has been excelling particularly well in leading learning in class, making significant contributions in their subjects 

and faculty, as well as making significant contributions to online learning. 

It is an understatement to say that I am proud of the students of Globe House, and the wider academy, for the 

way in which they have seamlessly met the challenges this term has served up and wish you all a very happy 

holidays for the upcoming fortnight. Well done to everyone! 

Mr Raymond - Head of Globe House 
 

 
GRACE 
 
It’s been great to see Grace House return to the Academy. The resilience that young people have when faced 

with the unknown always amazes me. I have been blown away by the level of commitment they are showing to 

their education and the level of maturity they are expressing by correctly wearing their masks, following social 

distancing and generally showing care and compassion to each other. 

11Grace are now approaching the final stages of Year 11 and are doing a fantastic job of maintaining their calm 

and persevering with any revision that may need to be done before their mock examinations begin, I wish them 

all the best!! Although all of our lives have been radically different this year, all Grace House Tutor Groups have 

shown their “true grit” and are continuing to flourish as a team and support each other whenever and wherever 

needed. 

Due to restrictions placed upon us this year our worlds have got much smaller, so I just want to end with a news 

story that could help you deal with the last few weeks of lockdown. Hopefully this will help to remind us that 
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there are still good things happening outside of our small bubbles, and that there are different things that we 

can do to pass the time over Easter break. 

Being around birds makes us happy – Science confirms 

Not one but two pieces of research have found that being in the 

presence of birds makes us happier. One of the studies, by the 

German Centre for Integrative Biodiversity Research, concluded 

that it can increase life satisfaction by the equivalent of adding 

£100 a week to our income. “According to our findings, the 

happiest people are those who can experience numerous 

different bird species in their daily life, or who live in near-

natural surroundings that are home to many species,” said the 

study’s lead author, Professor Joel Methorst, in a press release. 

Time to go for a walk in the woods this Easter, then!  

Have a nice Easter Break!! 

Mr Ferrin - Head of Grace House 

 
 

HENLEY 
 
It has been a strange term starting with remote learning to then coming back into school and back in lessons 

with your teachers in the room. I would like to say how nice it has been having the students back at school. I 

have thoroughly enjoyed coming back and getting back to some normality, I hope you are the same.  

Considering the circumstances the attendance has 

been really good. I’m glad so many students are back 

and still taking their education seriously. I want to 

congratulate you all for your hard work.  

Rowing club will be running on Wednesdays and 

Fridays after school. It is a great opportunity to get 

involved with a sporting extracurricular club and 

represent the academy at various events. If you are 

interested in getting involved with rowing please let 

Mr Weare or I know. 

 

Mr Sussex - Head of Henley House 
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6th Form 

Enrichment 

Scholar's Club this term welcomed three different alumni students who presented to our 6th Form students. We 

heard from Jaspreet Padda who spoke about studying Law at Cambridge University, Anike Abegunde who spoke 

about studying in the US and Akash Babuta who spoke about apprenticeships and working for Deloitte.  

All three alumni students presented highly enthusiastically in an effortless manner with perfectly polished 

pieces. All 6th Form students were unanimous in their view that all three talks were helpful, inspiring and 

motivating. It was great to see the students interact with the speakers and have they questions answered, that 

to in so much detail. 

There have also been some individual achievements as well this term which need to be recognised: 

• Ryan - Has been selected to complete Business Management work experience. 

• Maya - Is completing a Law internship in the summer 

• Cecilia - Is taking part in History masterclasses through the University of Hertfordshire 

• Manvir - Was selected to take part in a Law workshop with Osbourne's Law Firm 

• Kapila - Was selected to take part in the In2 Science STEM programme 

• Lois - Will be completing work experience with the NHS 

• Zaafir - Was selected to take part in a Dentistry conference  

• Erica - Broadcast Journalism and Media work experience 

A big well done to the students above for their achievements and all other 6th Form students for their 

participation in Enrichment!  Keep up the great engagement! 

Ms Bains 

 

LGBTQ+ Event 

On 26 February, I was provided with the fantastic opportunity to attend an LGBTQ+ 

event along with 17 other schools. This was a great privilege to be able to discuss 

various topics with other students and share experiences to highlight the importance 

of this topic and the impact it has on society today. I believe it is so important to 

continually converse about topics such as LGBTQ+, gaining knowledge whilst coming 

together as young people to collaborate. One of the subject questions was ‘if someone 

has grown up in a homophobic/transphobic environment, how accountable can they 

be for any predisposed prejudices?’, and this conjured up great conversation and I 

think it is so important to focus on these topics and create a comfortable environment 

as young adults to integrate the importance of these into society. I truly came away from the event feeling 

empowered and being able to reflect on the discussions had between groups; it is definitely a subject that I feel 

passionate about and will continue to support - Emma Wilson, Year 12 
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At the end of February, I and some of my classmates joined an LGBTQ+ multi-school 

symposium with many different schools all across the country. At the beginning of the 

event, everyone was split into breakout rooms where we had to discuss three key 

questions. The breakout rooms were designed so that there would be one student from 

each school with one teacher. The discussions in my breakout room were great and we 

managed to highlight key details for each question. It most definitely was an 

outstanding experience, and I was glad to be a part of it. It was delightful to see how 

comfortable everyone was even though we did not know each other at all. Everyone 

was welcoming and companionable. I definitely would recommend more students to 

take part in an event such as this - Manvir Dhillon, Year 12 

 

BTEc Fundraising 

Year 12 BTEc Students have raised £30 in support of cancer research. 

They have done this not only to support the activities of 

Cancer research but to also provide the evidence 

needed for their coursework regarding one of the 

compulsory BTEc Units: Managing an event. The event 

was hosted virtually and it is particularly pleasing that 

the students demonstrated resilience in overcoming the 

various challenges that prevented them from hosting a 

live event. 

I am pleased with the outcome and I hope they will be 

able to use this evidence to write an excellent report. 

Ms Folaranmi - Head of Business Faculty 

 

Maths 

This half term has seen us returning to the academy and it has been a pleasure to welcome you all back to your 

maths lessons. 

Mastery lessons 

This half term we have been focusing these sessions on numeracy. They have been working through Numeracy 

Ninja’s remotely, boosting numeracy skills on MyMaths and completing a literacy challenge at the end of each 

lesson. Some of the discussions that have come out of these lessons have been really beneficial to all and it has 

been great to hear so many excited voices taking part in the “What am I” literacy challenge. 

On our return to the academy, we have been celebrating Pi and exploring place value and probability. 
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Pi Day 

Every year, 13 March is globally celebrated in Maths lessons as Pi Day. Previous years have seen students 

produce colourful and creative artwork based around the Pi numbers which are usually displayed around the 

atrium. Although this year made this more challenging, the Maths team was still able to deliver a Pi Day focused 

lesson where students were given the opportunity to express their artistic abilities. During their numeracy 

lessons Year 7 and 8 classes were tasked with producing a piece of pie art. As you can see from these images 

students produce some wonderfully vibrant pieces of mathematical artwork. 
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Numeracy Catch up 

A group of year 7 students have started the Maths Catch-up programme. This programme involves small group 

tuition together with the use of the app Doodle Maths. Doodle builds confidence and ability in maths by creating 

every child a personalised work programme tailored to their strengths and weaknesses. Using Doodle for just 

10 minutes a day is proven to help children make up to three months of progress in just one month. On top, it 

is fun and students earn “doodle stars” that they can spend to personalise their avatar. The feedback of students 

using it has been great 😊. 

UK Maths Challenge 

We have had 30 students across Years 9 and 10 take part in the Intermediate UK Maths Challenge.  

Well done to all of them who have taken part.  The students below have achieve Silver and Gold as shown. Well 

done to the 2 students who earned entry into the follow on round (Kangaroo challenge). 

 

The Junior Maths Challenge will be taking place after Easter for students in Years 7 and 8. 

 

Resources 

All students have access to Active Learn (www.pearsonactivelearn.com) and MyMaths (www.mymaths.co.uk). 

Both resources provide opportunities for students to do independent study and are the base of the work being 

set for the students. 

Key Stage 4 Students also have access to GCSE Pod (www.gcsepod.com) which provides yet more tools for 

independent study. 

There are a number of resources available online that will help with understanding and exam practice. These 

are all free resources which provide questions and videos sorted by topic. 

www.mathsgenie.co.uk   www.onmaths.com   www.corbettmaths.com 

www.piximaths.co.uk  www.mathsbot.com 

http://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.gcsepod.com/
http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
http://www.onmaths.com/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/
http://www.piximaths.co.uk/
http://www.mathsbot.com/
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To contact your teacher e-mail addresses are below. Please contact your class teacher in the first instance with 

any maths questions. 

Mr Katsholo  
(Head of Maths) 

Crosby.Katsholo@langleyacademy.org 
 

Ms Dobson  
(KS4 lead, Activelearn and MyMaths login support) 

Joanna.Dobson@langleyacademy.org 
 

Mr Budwal  
(Joint KS3 lead) 

Maninder.Budwal@langleyacademy.org 
 

Ms Murray Cusati  
(Join KS3 lead) 

grazia.murraycusati@langleyacademy.org 
 

Ms Butzen  
(Lead Practitioner for Teaching & Learning) 

Emily.Butzen@langleyacademy.org 
 

Ms Benton  
(Deputy Head Teacher) 

Clare.Benton@langleyacademy.org 
 

Ms Ashraf  
(Teacher of the Deaf)  

Arusa.Ashraf@langleyacademy.org 
 

Mr Matshazi  
(SENCO) 

Joseph.Matshazi@langleyacademy.org 
 

Mr Dave 
 

Vimal.Dave@langleyacademy.org 
 

Miss Chaudhry 
 

Komal.Chaudhry@langleyacademy.org 
 

Mr Gupta 
 

Ashish.Gupta@langleyacademy.org 
 

Mr Salian 
 

Manish.Salian@langleyacademy.org 
 

Ms Naeem  
(Maths HLTA) 

 

Rifqa.Naeem@langleyacademy.org 
 

Ms Brisbourne 
 

Roisin.Brisbourne@langleyacademy.org 
 

 

The school login for MyMaths is: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Crosby.Katsholo@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Joanna.Dobson@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Maninder.Budwal@langleyacademy.org
mailto:grazia.murraycusati@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Emily.Butzen@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Clare.Benton@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Arusa.Ashraf@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Joseph.Matshazi@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Vimal.Dave@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Komal.Chaudhry@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Ashish.Gupta@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Manish.Salian@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Rifqa.Naeem@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Roisin.Brisbourne@langleyacademy.org
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Science 

KS3 Science  

Year 7 and 8 enjoyed a week full of 

activities including:- 

• The senses show 

• Future scientific  

• Environmental STEM roadshow 

• Nutrition roadshow 

• Simple experiment activities - students were given a choice of simple science experiments to do at 

home. These experiments included: 

- Rainbow walking water using tissue paper, glass and food colouring 

- Rainbow rain experiment using cooking oil and food colouring  

- Instant freeze water experiment 

- Students were sent the link below to all these experiments 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-R3DShHbkA 

Students chose one experiment to do at home and then had to:  

1. Describe the observations of the experiment they have done 
2. Explain their observations using scientific knowledge 
3. Link their observations to future innovations. 
 

The students recorded a video of the above which was presented and explained clearly to the class following 

Talk to Talk during Science Week. 

 
Here are some of the examples of students’ work: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-R3DShHbkA
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KS4 Science  

During Science Week, Year 9 students showcased science using different forms of creative skills. Students 

designed Lab coats or wrote a song or poem on a Scientist of their choice. Here is an Acrostic poem by Zakir 

Karrim in Year 9 on Scientist Alain Aspect, a French Physicist:  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students in Year 10 discovered many different careers in science through Medical Mavericks during Science 

Week including a whirlwind trip through the NHS to discover some of the fantastic careers they never knew 

existed! 

During the show, Tom showed our students some of the jaw-dropping video footage of the medical tests he 

conducted on himself.  Students were given some opportunity to try some simple activities on each other or 

themselves. 

Our Year 11 students have been working very hard this term. Studying a large subject such as Science can be 

daunting however, our students have been brilliant at organising and planning science revision. To help with 

revision, we would like to remind you of the following resources:- 

 

As you may have heard of quantum physics 
Little will you know who discovered it. 

A 73 year old physicist from France 
Invented Quantum Physics by chance? 

No, he was one of many scientists. 
 

A smart man with a brilliant idea 
So, he put his head together with his peer. 

Physics, he was better than the rest 
Everything to him was the bell test. 

Coming from Institute d'Optique Graduate School 
They could be sure they taught no fool! 

 

Great Fun in Ms Enslin’s 

Year 8 science class - 

Christian Vasilica got the 

chance to dissect a cow’s 

eye!  

 



 

15 
 
 

 

 

• Kerboodle - All of your science textbooks. 

• Educake - Low stake question practice for revision 

• GCSEPOD - Videos and questions for practice. 

• My GCSE Science - Videos and exam questions for revision and self-assessment 

• Physics and Math Tutor - This website contains revision notes and past paper questions. 

 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-TM-z1-tmX1iK_H4SxVhww 

 
 
All Sciences YouTube Videos:  
 

• Free Science Lessons - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw 
 

• Science by Primrose Kitten - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBgvmal8AR4QIK2e0EfJwaA 
 

• Cognito - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaGEe4KXZrjou9kQx6ezG2w 
 
 
Required Practicals: 
 

• Malmesbury Education - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-TM-z1-tmX1iK_H4SxVhww 
 
 
Science Exam Dates are as below: 
 

Date Subject/Paper 

Monday 19 April  Biology Paper 1 and Paper 2 

Wednesday 21 April  Physics Paper 1  

Monday 26 April  Physics Paper 2 

Wednesday 28 April  Chemistry Paper 1 

Thursday 29 April  Chemistry Paper 2 

 

The Science Faculty would like to wish all Year 11 students the best of luck in their upcoming exams.  

KS5 Science 

Year 12 and 13 students welcomed the return to school on 8 March 2021.  

While they appreciated and benefitted from remote teaching, the majority felt that face to face teaching was 

more productive. A number of students have called for continued use of the Class notebook as a teaching 

resource.  Our curriculum will be adjusted for gap filling and mastery to make up for lost learning during 

lockdown.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-TM-z1-tmX1iK_H4SxVhww
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBgvmal8AR4QIK2e0EfJwaA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaGEe4KXZrjou9kQx6ezG2w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-TM-z1-tmX1iK_H4SxVhww
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Science Week offered opportunities to engage with Academics from Sheffield Hallam University as well as 

interact with students already studying in their areas of interests. Our Chemistry students particularly liked the 

knowledge quiz.  

Masterclasses are being offered in Biology and Chemistry, where students can engage with their subject beyond 

specification as well as network with fellow students across the United Kingdom. 

It a pleasure to introduce our new STEM ambassadors: 

Madison Oram, Kapila Paskarathas, Najia Ahmadi, 

Fouzia Asakzai, Hamidreza Golmakani, Aaliyah Khurshid 

and Rayan Bahadur. They signed to a mentoring program 

aimed at raising aspirations.    

 

CAPA 

Drama 

This term Year 7 and 8 have been looking at monologue. The term started virtually and together as a class we 

explored the monologue, Time to go, Rufus by Indiana Kwong. Students learnt how to break the monologue 

down, consider emotion and explore character. When we moved back to the classroom students started looking 

at creating their own monologues, based on a number of given characters including; Marvel heroes, cartoon 

characters and fairy tale characters. The students worked with their partners to prepare their monologues for 

end of term assessment, ensuring they considered the learning from earlier on in the term. There were some 

brilliant and creative monologues written.  
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Year 9 Drama students have been looking at theatre roles and exploring our GCSE set 

text (Blood Brothers). Students have looked at the roles of lighting designer, costume 

designer, set designer as well as theatre staff such as stage manager and theatre 

managers. Students took on the roles of the different responsibilities to explore some 

of the complexities of working in a theatre, with amusing results.  

For their end of term assessment students focussed on the role of the actor and were 

asked to rehearse and perform a monologue from the play.  

 

Ms Ash has been working this term with Year 

10 on the GCSE set text ‘Blood Brothers’. We 

have been exploring scenes practically 

through staging configurations, discussion 

and performance. Year 10 also had the 

amazing opportunity of working with the 

theatre company ‘Stage-ed’ who delivered a 2- hour workshop for 

them based on Blood Brothers. It looked at key scenes in the play 

explaining the themes and context. This will help them when it 

comes to answering questions in the exam. Year 10 have been 

really resilient and open-minded during Drama lesson despite the 

obstacles the pandemic has caused.  

 

Year 11 have been working solely on written exam revision in preparation for upcoming PPE exams. The focus 

students have exhibited into their written work has demonstrated their commitment to GCSE Drama and their 

passion for success. The GCSE Drama exam is made up of 

three sections. Section B is based around a set text, Blood 

Brothers where they have to answer four questions. Students 

have been working on the design elements of costume, 

lighting and set as well as looking at how to answer the 

performance questions. In Section C students must answer a 

32-mark question on a piece of live theatre, they have watch 

‘Billy Elliot, The Musical’.  

 

Media 

This half term we focused on careers within creative industries. Students have had a chance to learn about 

potential future options after Media Studies course. Few students mentioned that this was ’an eye opener’. 
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Media studies is so much more than watching films or talking about social media and students were given chance 

to understand that. There’s a reason why media is often associated with communication. 

Source: https://www.screenskills.com     https://discovercreative.careers/#/   

 

We followed BBC TV careers with the intention to see that everyone’s path is different. KS4 realised that to 

follow your interests and passion and the right career will find you, even if it’ll take some time.  

Source: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z6x67yc   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KS5 dived into publishing industry by investigating mainstream and alternative magazines. Year 12 students 

discovered the magic of being a Creative Director... I see a lot of TLA students in advertising, video games, 

films, music and fashion industries!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.screenskills.com/
https://discovercreative.careers/#/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z6x67yc
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Design Technology 

 

 

 

The Design & Technology Faculty have been very busy during this term working with students at all Key Stages. 

Starting at KS5, students undertaking the GCE Design & Technology: Product Design qualification, worked with 

a fashion designer linked to the V&A and part of Museum Learning.  Year 12 worked with Bethan, who inspired 

and assisted the students with design development methods. Part of their qualification is to complete some 

folder work, which will be worth 50% of their final grade. Currently all Year 12 students in this subject are 

practising for their final piece, which they start in July 2021.  They used pictures of furniture and used various 

techniques like cross-pollination morphology, or hybrid design to come-up with interesting concept.  Designs 

completed are shown below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The work has been created by Pey Ying Tsang, Jakub Siemaszko, Ledion Neziri, 

Hamdi Omar and Shaheba Bari, who are all in Year 12. 

 

 

 

Year 7 have been busy learning about making fresh pizza. They have been really keen with this project and have 

made the pizzas from scratch.  They have manufactured the dough, used kneading skills to stretch the dough 

and then applied their choice of toppings. 
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Year 8 Recycled Socks Doughnut Project 

 

Ms Wauchob is always on the look-out for making products that do not cost the earth. She has been using old 

socks to manufacture these sample doughnuts. When I saw these from afar, I thought they were the real-deal, 

but this was wishful-thinking and the products looked amazing. Ms Wauchob has really pushed the student’s 

ability to get them to create these products. 

    

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 Cube Challenge  
 
Again, the students have worked really hard with Ms Wauchob. They have 

made a cube where each side has been personalised to whatever they 

want.  

 

Most of the work has been of such high quality, especially the running-

stitch. Some students made their models with cardboard and used 

excellent rendering. 
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Year 11 Hospitality and Catering 
 
Well done to the Year 11 students who completed their practical exam last week. It has been a tough year for 

you, as you have had to do most of your qualification during lock down.  However, you performed really well 

and got your practical exam completed. Well done. 

 

MFL 

A big WELL DONE to Varnika Burle who got to the final round of the French Spelling Bee organised by TVLP, it 

was so close!! We are very proud of her achievement.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library News 

It has been a strange experience over the past few months trying to run a school library with virtually no students 

in to use it.  Finally, however, we seem to be returning to some semblance of normality, and from next term the 

Library will be operating almost as usual.  Following a careful and rigorous cleaning and sanitising regime, 

students with timetabled Library sessions will be able to come into the Library, while the space will be open to 

a different year group each day to further enable regular access to books for all.  6th Form students already have 

full access to their own Library. 

Sadly, students were not back in time to celebrate this year’s World Book Day on 4 March in school.  Instead we 

made do with a virtual event which included matching the Selfie to the Shelfie (students had to match a book 

shelf to the correct staff member), identifying Masked Readers, completing quizzes and entering the ‘Excuses, 

Excuses’ writing competition in which a prize was awarded for the best excuse for an unreturned Library book 

(of which more later!).  Two submissions were outstanding from Holly Nicholls and Charlotte Chadwick. 
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Excuses, Excuses 
 
Last week, I was in the library, returning my book, when all of a sudden there was a power cut. So, 
that’s when you said I could have it till the next day. Don’t you remember? I then put it back in my 
bag, and off I went, back home. Little did I know, I was going to get burgled that night. The burglar 
must have picked up the book, because his fingerprint was found on the book. But, it was still left 
in the exact same place. Did he see something else he wanted? Maybe. Did he read the blurb and 
think the book was boring? Probably. But it was David Walliams, so maybe not. Did he see 
something that he could sell for a lot of money? Yes. That’s the one. I mean my Koh-I-Noor was 
missing. That cost a lot of money, it is the most expensive diamond in the world after all. My heart 
was racing, I loved that. I needed to get it back! Luckily enough, I still had the finger print on the 
book that’s overdue. Therefore, the police have it. If you don’t believe me you can call them 
yourself, on 111. As it’s only an overdue book. See, it’s not one of those fundamental excuses like, 
my dog ate it or I put it down and it was gone. You probably haven’t heard the second excuse 
before, but, it’s funny. Is this a good enough excuse? If not, just think about if you got burgled, by 
the same person, if it wasn’t for me, then he would still be on the loose. After all, I am the one that 
had his fingerprint. Please, can I be excused?   

By Holly Nicholls, 9Darwin  
 

Dear Miss Library Lady,   

  
You know, I lost my book but I have a good reason…  
You see…  
  
Lost it was because of Doggy, not my fault I’m sorry, not my fault I’m very sorry   
Oh I played little part because of my cat named Doggy, he tried to read poetry   
Sorry I’m not sorry I tried to stop him then he ran seemed poetry made him mad   
Tomorrow I was sure you would nag so I chased after only to find…  
  
I found him sitting in an arm chair reading it at night  
To only figure out   
  
I love my cat too much to take the book away so now   
My reputation was standing on the line but then I realised   
  
No reputation I have so none to lose alright   
Oh I know you are mad so let me say one more thing   
To you as I think you know I need another book  
  
Sorry but my cat named Doggy finished it last night   
Oh I know you are mad but you made his day and isn’t that just what a library is for?  
Right now   
Right here   
You better run because Doggy’s coming fast for more books to read at last   

  

So that’s why I lost it I’m not sorry!  

  
By Charlotte Chadwick, 7Henley 
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Following on from the ‘Excuses, Excuses’ theme, I have been introducing students to our new Library 

Management System, Accessit, and showing them how it can be used to browse the school catalogue from 

home.  This process has drawn my and, I hope, their attention to the VAST number of missing Library books.  We 

should, for instance, have 55 copies of various Diary of a Wimpy Kid Books – we currently have 3 on loan and 

none in the Library.  We should have 30 copies of various Percy Jackson books – we currently have about 4 on 

loan and 1 in the Library.  The other copies (about £500 worth!) have quite simply walked – they have not been 

officially loaned but they are no longer in the Library, and these are just the tip of a massive missing books 

iceberg!  I therefore take this opportunity to repeat my termly request for parents and students to scour their 

houses, bookcases, shelves, bedroom floors and rucksacks for any unreturned Library books.  I promise I will not 

be cross!  Only absolutely delighted to welcome back any lost books – scanned out or not! 

For any interested students or parents, here is the URL for the school library catalogue which 

students will need to sign into via their normal school login.  To open their own page they will 

need to click on ‘Guest’ and the SSO login which is highlighted in blue. 

The Langley Academy Library Accessit sign on: https://uk.accessit.online/thl04 
 
Make sure you enter the whole of the URL otherwise you automatically get directed to the Accessit page of a 
different school which is very confusing!  (The thl04 at the end is lowercase THL04) 
Happy Browsing, Happy Holidays, and (of course) keep reading!! 

Hattie Kimberley - Librarian 

 

 

Careers, Enrichment and Challenge 
 

We hope that all our students are using Unifrog regularly.  Why not have a look at their 

range of Webinars or MOOCS (massive open online courses) and boost your knowledge 

and skillset.  Year 11 and 13 students should now be completing the relevant Post 16 

and Post 18 Intentions section. 

 

Careers Information, Advice and Guidance 

Now we are back in school Year 11 are continuing their careers guidance meetings with 

Adviza.  The meetings are by Microsoft teams and are proving very useful to our students.    

All Year 11 students should be making applications to college now either as their first choice or as a backup plan.  

It is also a good time to search for Apprenticeships that will be starting in August/September – good sites to start 

your search are:  

• https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship  

• https://www.getmyfirstjob.co.uk/     

• https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/  

Your Career -Get it?! 

https://uk.accessit.online/thl04
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.getmyfirstjob.co.uk/
https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/
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Virtual Work Experience 

Due to current restrictions we have not been able to organise physical work experience for our Year 10 students.  

So that they don’t miss out on the opportunity to learn directly from employers we have worked with Learning 

to Work to come up with a virtual work experience programme that will involve input from local employers and 

business volunteers.  

Year 10 have had some power point introductions during House Tutor time and have all been issued with a Work 

Experience Work Book.  This programme will require our students to take responsibility for their learning as they 

will need to complete set tasks during their own time.  Students recently took part in a virtual Skills for Life day 

where they attended virtual sessions from business volunteers on how to dress to impress, customer service, 

working with people and interview techniques.  

Year 10 now have to complete 3 modules on interviewing someone about their job, exploring careers and 

learning about Labour Market Information (LMI).  Next term students will find out which company/sector they 

have been allocated and will attend another virtual day where they interact with a local business and employees. 

Virtual work experience is a valuable opportunity for our young people to find out more about the working 

world, discover what employers want and to develop a new set of skills 

 
Alumni 
 
We are building an Alumni Society for our ex-students. As a school, it is great to hear where you have all ended 

up. We are beyond proud of how successful our students are and want to celebrate that. There be a new LinkedIn 

page that will keep us connected no matter where in the world you end up. Below you will see one of our 

founding members Anike Abegunde write about her journey to America.  

 

I am Anike, a former student of The Langley Academy. Having studied Biology, Chemistry and English Literature 

at A-level, I now study at Connecticut College in New London, Connecticut. My attraction and eventual decision 

to study in the United States were based on a yearning to try something new as well as the opportunity to choose 

a field of study later on after taking a wide variety of classes. I received a lot of support from my peers and 

teachers at TLA throughout the process. I am privileged to have achieved my goal to study in the United States 

which has so far exceeded my expectations, having thoroughly enjoyed most of the classes taken so far. In the 

Fall, I took General Chemistry 103, German 101, Introduction to American studies, a History class and Free will 

and the Human Brain which was a psychology class - I have so far learnt a language and refined some of the skills 

and knowledge that I had cultivated during my A-levels. 

 

The admission process was started in Year 12 by studying/ sitting for the ACT/SAT examinations and completing 

a thorough search based on location, scholarship availability, average GPA prior to completing the Common 

Application, a portal through which most USA universities receive applications. I shortlisted six colleges/ 

universities, prior to submitting my application which included one personal essay, a guidance counselor report 

that included my grades, a school report and two references from my teachers. I was privileged to have been 

accepted into and awarded scholarships from all the schools I applied to. I chose to attend Connecticut College 

because I felt I belonged, a decision I am pleased with. The academic system here is very rigorous, classes are 

generally small with lots of individual attention and I have made quality friendships and grown in my Faith since 
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I have been here. Some of the extracurricular activities I am involved in are: The Connecticut Christian fellowship, 

Umoja- the Black student union, E-board member for the Women of Colour collective and Connecticut women’s 

soccer club.  

 

General Chemistry and Chemistry laboratory are my favorite classes and 

I love writing lab reports! The picture is of me working in the lab based 

on a recent class on equilibrium. My planned major is ACS certified 

Chemistry/Biochemistry which for instance also requires me to take a 

year of physics and calculus plus organic Chemistry (looking forward to 

this) as well as inorganic chemistry.  

 

 

Every student on campus lives in a dormitory room, some have 

roomates (usually freshman), I am however lucky to have a 

single room.  We have meal plans and go to the dining hall for 

all meals, with buffet-style options – all you can eat with lots of 

variety.  My favourites are seafood, tofu, salmon and Taco-Bell. 

I haven’t cooked a meal since I got here (August 2020). I plan to 

spend the summer of 2021 in Atlanta which I am looking 

forward to.  This picture is of my recent visit to Yale University 

(also in Connecticut). 

 

 

Challenge - Considering Post 18 Options 

Why University/Why Oxbridge Webinar 

A group of Year 11 students had an opportunity to 

attend a webinar hosted by the University of Oxford 

and the University of Cambridge. This webinar gave 

students an insight into life at Oxbridge and featured a 

panel where students were able to hear first-hand from current students about their experiences.  

Here is what Cristian Baluta had to say - I found the Oxbridge webinar quite useful as I was considering what to 

do after 6th Form. The webinar featured members and students from Oxford and Cambridge Universities who 

were all very good at explaining daily life at university and how this takes place for ordinary students. Seeing life 

at Oxbridge being told from the perspective of an actual student was, to me, even more effective as I gained a 

more personal and trustworthy viewpoint. The webinar also focused on requirements needed to enter such 

universities which improved the direction of my future studies. However, I particularly appreciated how the 

presenters dismissed common misconceptions about Oxbridge as I have to admit I personally thought people 

who didn’t come from exceptional backgrounds couldn’t adapt to Oxbridge. Overall, I would say the webinar was 

a valuable experience that helped me answer some of the biggest questions I had about post-18 studies.  
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Duke of Edinburgh 

Many young people find achieving a DofE Award life-changing. A fun adventure 

and major challenge, three progressive Award levels (Bronze, Silver and Gold) 

and a wide range of activities offer endless possibilities to anyone aged 14 to 24. 

Millions of young people in the UK have already taken part in the world’s leading youth achievement award 

pushing personal boundaries, gaining new skills and enhancing their CVs and university applications.  

DofE - with a difference 

 

This half term has seen us return the academy and as a result, we have been able to start our expedition training 

in person. 

Bronze students have completed the majority of their expedition training now in a combination of online 

sessions and face to face sessions. Training will continue every Thursday until 15:30. 

 

 

 

Our Silver cohort have started their training for expeditions. We have looked at food options and started looking 

at routes for expedition. Training will continue Mondays until 15:30 (Every Monday except the first Monday of 

the month). 

Gold have been busy uploading evidence onto eDofE and will be beginning their training after Easter. Sessions 

will continue after Easter and are always the first Monday of the month. 
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Expeditions 

Expeditions will still follow DofE with a difference guidelines this year, however we are working hard to ensure 

all students doing the Duke of Edinburgh award get the best opportunities whilst on expeditions. We will share 

further details regarding these once they are confirmed and I look forward to being able to take all our 

participants on expedition later in the school year. 

Celebrations 

We are preparing to celebrate the achievements of last years’ DofE Bronze and Silver students and once COVID 

regulations allow, we will share information with parents via e-mail. 

Kit 

The most important piece of kit your son/daughter will need is walking boots. Please see the information below. 

We will be providing rucksacks, tents and cooking equipment for your son/daughter.  
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TVLP Great ‘Berkshire’ Bake Off 

In February, the Thames Valley Learning Partnership ran a competition to 

showcase and celebrate the baking abilities and creative skills of students 

from across Berkshire. The theme was ‘Spring’ and there were entries 

from 13 students across their schools. 

The accepted entries from The Langley Academy for the TVLP Great Berkshire Bake-Off were Ameera Lewis - 

10Globe (below left), Smrthi Magesh Kumar - 7Globe (below right) and Aiza Rashid, 10Grace. 

 
The competition judge, Lady Waldegrave of North Hill, OBE, selected Aiza’s cake as the winning entry as it was 

“sensationally pretty and exceptionally professional”. Aiza made a 6 layer checkerboard cake with white 

fondant icing and handmade fondant flowers to decorate. Grass was drawn on to add to the spring theme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftvlp.org.uk%2F&psig=AOvVaw0N7krAYVAKGualOMTnM3_w&ust=1617182180563000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCh8KDX1-8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD

