
 

 

                                                                                     

 

  @LangleyAcademy 

Message from the Headteacher 

I want to start by commending our students in Years 11 and 13, who have coped magnificently with the change 

in plan from final examinations to centre assessed grades. This has been a very busy term for the whole school 

but in particular for those preparing to leave. They have missed so much time with us over the past 15 months 

that it is now hard to believe we are at the point of saying goodbye. 

Those in Year 13 are moving on, excitingly, to the next phase and beginning their journey to independence and 

adulthood. The majority has accepted university or apprenticeship places. We wish them all every success and 

happiness in the future. We will look forward to welcoming them back to the Academy in years to come, so that 

they can celebrate and share their learning and development.  

Students in Year 11 are also, of course, at an important transition point and will be moving on to a 6th Form 

place, training or college. We look forward to seeing many of them back with us here at TLA in September.  

As always, it was a privilege to be part of our Student Leadership Team interviews this week and it is my pleasure 

to introduce the new post-holders below. It was a very strong field and a tough process; the candidates were 

impressive and spoke with passion about many things, including the community, their peers and humanitarian 

work.  I look forward to working with them in the year ahead.  
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The Year 13 leavers congratulating the newly appointed Student Leadership Team 

 



 

2 
 
 

 

 

I would also like to take the opportunity to thank the outgoing Student Leadership Team. They have served us 

so well in a year when they have had to adapt to the restrictions imposed on us; finding new and engaging ways 

to communicate, sharing information, ideas and activities and developing in their roles. They have been brilliant; 

we are very fortunate to have had such fantastic role models for the rest of the student community.  

I will finish by thanking all staff again. They have coped incredibly well with the demands of moving to Teacher 

Assessed Grades, working so very hard to get a huge job done.  

Wishing you all a very happy and restful holiday.  

Alison Lusuardi – Headteacher 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 

MAY 2021   

Friday 28 End of Summer Half-Term 1  
   

JUNE 2021   
Monday 7 Start of Summer Half-Term 2 08:20 

Tuesday 29 Parent Forum 18:00 – 19:00 
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ARBIB 

After our first full term back from lockdown and as our restrictions reduce, I am amazed at the resilience of our 

students as it has been a great term for Arbib. Attendance is at 94%, slightly below target, but we’ve accumulated 

a massive 788 achievement points! Our annual Celebration Evening is coming soon and this gives me an 

opportunity to talk to all Arbib staff about how well our students are doing. This does mean out of the many 

successes I have to choose one student for the Arbib House prize! 

 

With half-term coming soon, why not consider visiting a Museum but check 

first as some museums are helping with the vaccination programme. Both 

the Science and Natural History are open during half-term. The Science 

Museum is currently running an exhibition on Women in Science, and below 

is the link:  

https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/objects-and-stories/women-science. 

 
Mr Blackford - Head of Arbib House 

 

DARWIN 
 
Final entries for the Science Week poster competition were submitted on 30 

April 2021. Congratulations to Ayanah Smith, 7Arbib, for her winning poster 

on Coronavirus. Well done!   

It was a pleasure to witness some of the brilliant work done in Science. I hope 

you enjoy models of the earth’s structure in the photos here: 

 

      

 

    

https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/objects-and-stories/women-science
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Mr Muranda - Head of Darwin House 

 
 
 

GAIA 
 
This term has seen our students persevere through the rain and the grade preparations to still have that 

joyfulness that they seem to possess.  Despite me not being in attendance for the majority of this term, news of 

the achievements students have got and determination to carry on has reached me despite my absence. Indeed 

their willingness and their joy for learning extended to my remote teaching; their ability to overcome obstacles 

and their want to learn an indication of the character of our students. Come rain or sun, pandemic or “normal 

times”, our students are consistently showing how they have the courage and grit to overcome the hurdles life 

keeps throwing at them.  

With our time with Year 11 and 13 coming to a close at the end of this term, I hope the students join me in 

reflecting back and look not just to the most recent of times, though their perseverance is a credit to them and 

puts them in good stead for the future, but also on the journey they have gone through since their first 

beginnings at the academy. The Year 11s hold a place with me as we both started at the academy at the same 

time and I have thoroughly enjoyed watching them develop into the young adults they are today. I wish all, not 

just Gaia students, the best of luck for their results and whatever they decide to move onto in the future. 

Ms Brown - Head of Gaia House 
 
 

GLOBE 

 
Another term has passed – the shortest, yet busiest one of the year! It has been another very positive term here 

at the academy, as we continue to slowly get back to normal school life. A huge well done to all of Globe House 

for accumulating 690 achievement points in this term alone! Our current attendance figures stand at 94.47% - 

an impressive tally in the current climate but can we challenge ourselves to make sure that the figure rises and 

ends up as close to the academy target of 96.2% as possible in our final term?! 
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I also would like to congratulate all of Year 10 on 

completing their virtual work experience this term. I 

hope that this was an insightful experience into the 

world of work and you have found it both informative 

and useful in considering your options once your time 

at the Academy eventually comes to an end. As head 

of Globe House, I would encourage as many of you as I 

can to take the leap of faith and take the opportunity 

to work abroad at some stage! Whether that is 

teaching English abroad, working in the tourism and 

hospitality industry overseas, working in international 

development or bringing your own business across the 

Globe, you will find working and traveling one of the most enriching experiences you could ever have! 

Finally, I would like to congratulate the outgoing Year 11 and 13 students in completing their GCSE and A-Level 

courses here at the Academy. I wish you all the very best of luck in your exams and have the utmost faith that 

each of you will succeed in whatever you choose to move on to next! I would also like to wish both the students 

and staff of the academy a relaxing half term and I look forward to finishing off the year at the Academy on a 

real high note next term! 

Mr Raymond - Head of Globe House 
 

 
GRACE 
 
It has been another great term for Grace House. Year 11 Grace have been completing all of their final tests for 

their centre assessed grades and are preparing for the next stage of their education. The uptake from 11Grace 

for the TLA 6th Form is looking very promising. From what I have seen, they have really been putting in the extra 

effort to ensure all their centre assessed grades will give them the best possible choices for the range of courses 

they want to study next year.  

Year 7 and 8 Grace have been fantastic as always, conducting themselves in a very positive fashion around the 

academy and engaging fully with all of their lessons. Year 9 & 10 Grace are fully emended into the KS4 and GCSE 

courses now and are preparing to take the step up next year and to continue flourishing into responsible young 

adults, with the will and desire to move into higher education in the future. Although it has been a hard, and 

sometimes very challenging year, I want to congratulate all of Grace House for their continued responsible 

behaviour around the Academy and thank the older members of Grace House for being such positive role models 

for the younger years. 

Have a nice week off and I look forward to seeing you all for the summer term - be safe. 

Mr Ferrin - Head of Grace House 
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HENLEY 
  
It has been an interesting term with so much going on. We had the Henley House Foci Week and I appreciate all 

House Tutors showing the assembly. 

I was very impressed with the interest in rowing and the number of students now attending rowing club. If you 

are interested in joining or having a try please feel free to contact me or Mr Weare. 

We have had some brilliant entries for the House competition. 

The Henley Challenge was based on trying something new. 

There was 3 different origami designs that the students had to 

make and they could design/amend them as much as they 

liked. They would then get prizes for the best design on the 

origami. I am waiting till the end of half term to receive all 

entries before deciding the winners. An example of the 

challenge from Jasmin Singh, 7Darwin is shown on the left. 

House sports have started after school and it has been great to 

see so many students representing Henley. I hope the students 

have enjoyed participating and are looking forward to the next up and coming competitions after half term. 

Mr Sussex - Head of Henley House 

 

Key Stage 3 

MVP in Years 7 and 8 

Students within KS3 have taken part in their first Mentor in 

Violence Prevention (MVP) week. This programme, which takes 

place in House Tutor time, is a peer mentoring programme that 

gives young people the chance to explore and challenge the 

attitudes that underpin bullying and other forms of violence. 

It addresses a range of behaviours including name-calling, controlling behaviour and harassment, and uses a 'by-

stander' approach, that they are watching the situation unfold. The students are not looked on as potential 

victims or perpetrators but as empowered and active bystanders. This MVP programme encourages students to 

support and challenge their peers in a safe way. 

The scenario the students looked at was ‘Insults’. Many students found the series of sessions valuable as it 

allowed them discuss ways to respond safely to a scenario that they see regularly, another student said that it 

was reassuring as everyone in their house tutor group agreed that it was not acceptable behaviour.  

We are hoping to continue with the MVP programme with the next sessions taking place after half-term and 

being led by our Year 12 mentors, looking at how words can be offensive.  
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6th Form 

Young Enterprise 

Our Year 12 Young Enterprise group have been involved in setting up their 

own sustainable stationary brand over this past year and have competed 

in various competitions against other schools in Slough, Windsor and 

Maidenhead. Students have taken ownership in generating their own business idea, raising funds, sourcing 

suppliers, branding, handling finance and much more under what have proven to be very challenging 

circumstances. Their resilience and hard work has earned them the following accolades this year: 

1. Best Area Final Presentation 
2. Company of the Year 2020 Runner up 
3. Company Report of the Year 2020 Runner up 

 
The judges were so impressed with our students they have offered a contract to supply their personal business 

with stationary. For more information on the Young Enterprise program – please see link below. 

https://www.young-enterprise.org.uk/home/impact-policy/research-evaluation/our-impact-reports-

2/company-programme-impact-report/ 

 

Extended Project Qualification  

The Extended Project Qualification is an invaluable experience in which you 

create a project on a topic of your choosing; present your findings and log 

your experience. This project is not only valued by many universities but will 

also provide an avenue to develop key skills such as, research, referencing, 

analysis and time management. I personally chose to complete a project 

surrounding the effectiveness of music therapy regarding mental health, I 

chose this because it is a field I am keen to enter after completing my music degree. Many people will choose an 

EPQ on a topic which will aid future studies and others will choose a topic which they simply enjoy and wish to 

learn more about, the choice is completely free. It is imperative to choose a topic which you are interested or 

enjoy due to the high workload which becomes much more manageable when researching a topic which you 

have a vested interest in. Furthermore, the project can be either a 5,000-word essay or a physical product along 

with a 1,000-word essay so that the project is accessible for people with a range of skill sets and is tailorable to 

every candidates’ intentions. 

The production log is also a key part of the project as it prompts self-evaluation and forward planning at every 

stage in the project, I found this particularly helpful with planning as I had to evaluate and log every choice I 

made which forced me to think about the future of my essay and always have a plan when researching. The log 

asks thought provoking questions about the success of your project and obstacles which you may have had to 

overcome, this not only prompts candidates to learn self-evaluation but also improve the product in the process. 

Although the workload is daunting at first and can at times be overwhelming it is key when learning how to 

independently study which is particularly useful for students wishing to continue education at university as the 

EPQ is often considered to be a mini thesis. Each student is paired with a teacher as their supervisor who often 

https://www.young-enterprise.org.uk/home/impact-policy/research-evaluation/our-impact-reports-2/company-programme-impact-report/
https://www.young-enterprise.org.uk/home/impact-policy/research-evaluation/our-impact-reports-2/company-programme-impact-report/
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has a relative knowledge on the topic of choice. This is incredibly helpful when students are struggling to make 

decisions or need advice on where to take their project, supervisors can also provide 

suggestions for improvements surrounding the project.  

One of the final steps in completing an EPQ project is a presentation, this can involve a 

presentation of findings and the experience of creating the project itself. At the end the 

student’s supervisor and any attendees are free to ask questions and the student is 

expected to have a rounded knowledge in their field and give a worthwhile answer. 

Many Year 13 students this year have successfully completed their project this term, 

and overall, the EPQ is a highly advantageous experience for any 6th Form student to 

partake in and provides an avenue to develop skills which ‘A’ levels alone do not.  

By Elizabeth Monds, Year 13  

 
English 
 
Year 7 have been on a visit to St Mary’s Church in conjunction with Museum Learning as part of studying ‘A 

Monster Calls’. Students visited the ancient yew tree, which is the inspiration for the monster in the book. 

Students created poetry inspired by their visit and thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity for outside learning.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I walk into a dark graveyard 

Chains around the trees 

I look up to the sky 

The white moon I see 

I see a shadow in front of me 

Looks like a witch that’s big and green 

I think it’s evil because of its big poisonous teeth 

I walk far and see an enormous yew tree 

I blink once and the witch is gone 
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Maths 

 
This half term has seen us saying a final farewell to our Year 11 and 13 students. We wish them all the best in 

their futures and look forward to welcoming many Year 11’s back next year for A-Level. 

Numeracy Catch up 

A group of Year 7 students have continued the Maths Catch-up programme. This programme involves small 

group tuition, together with the use of the app Doodle Maths. Doodle builds confidence and ability in maths by 

creating every child a personalised work programme tailored to their strengths and weaknesses. Using Doodle 

for just 10 minutes a day is proven to help children make up to three months of progress in just one month. On 

top of that, it is fun and students earn “doodle stars” that they can spend to personalise their avatar. The 

feedback of students using it has been great 😊. 

UK Maths Challenge 

We have had students across Years 7 and 8 take part in the Junior UK Maths Challenge.  

Well done to everyone who took part and we look forward to sharing the results with you once they are 

announced by UKMT. 

Mastery lessons 

This half term we have been focusing these sessions on numeracy. Students have been working through 

Numeracy Ninja’s and boosting numeracy skills with a focus on factors and multiples. We have continued the 

“Literacy Hotseat” and it has been great to see students so excited. Have a go at the challenge below: 
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Resources 

All students have access to Active Learn (www.pearsonactivelearn.com) and MyMaths (www.mymaths.co.uk). 

Both resources provide opportunities for students to do independent study and are the base of the work being 

set for the students. 

Key Stage 4 Students also have access to GCSE Pod (www.gcsepod.com) which provides yet more tools for 

independent study. 

There are a number of resources available online that will help with understanding and exam practice. These 

are all free resources which provide questions and videos sorted by topic. 

 www.mathsgenie.co.uk 

 www.onmaths.com 

 www.corbettmaths.com 

 www.piximaths.co.uk 

 www.mathsbot.com 

 
To contact your teacher, e-mail addresses are below. Please contact your class teacher in the first instance 

with any maths questions. 

Mr Katsholo  
(Head of Maths) 

Crosby.Katsholo@langleyacademy.org 
 

Ms Dobson  
(KS4 lead, Activelearn and MyMaths login support) 

Joanna.Dobson@langleyacademy.org 
 

Mr Budwal  
(Joint KS3 lead) 

Maninder.Budwal@langleyacademy.org 
 

Ms Murray Cusati  
(Join KS3 lead) 

grazia.murraycusati@langleyacademy.org 
 

Ms Butzen  
(Lead Practitioner for Teaching & Learning) 

Emily.Butzen@langleyacademy.org 
 

Ms Benton  
(Deputy Head Teacher) 

Clare.Benton@langleyacademy.org 
 

Ms Ashraf  
(Teacher of the Deaf)  

Arusa.Ashraf@langleyacademy.org 
 

Mr Matshazi  
(SENCO) 

Joseph.Matshazi@langleyacademy.org 
 

Mr Dave 
 

Vimal.Dave@langleyacademy.org 
 

Miss Chaudhry 
 

Komal.Chaudhry@langleyacademy.org 
 

Mr Gupta 
 

Ashish.Gupta@langleyacademy.org 
 

http://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.gcsepod.com/
http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
http://www.onmaths.com/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/
http://www.piximaths.co.uk/
http://www.mathsbot.com/
mailto:Crosby.Katsholo@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Joanna.Dobson@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Maninder.Budwal@langleyacademy.org
mailto:grazia.murraycusati@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Emily.Butzen@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Clare.Benton@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Arusa.Ashraf@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Joseph.Matshazi@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Vimal.Dave@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Komal.Chaudhry@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Ashish.Gupta@langleyacademy.org
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Mr Salian 
 

Manish.Salian@langleyacademy.org 
 

Ms Naeem  
(Maths HLTA) 

 

Rifqa.Naeem@langleyacademy.org 
 

Ms Brisbourne 
 

Roisin.Brisbourne@langleyacademy.org 
 

 

The school login for MyMaths is: 

 

 

 

 

Science 

Year 7 and 8 have started the Museum season with range of workshops with the Museum of the History of 

Science 

Some Year 7 classes attended a Virtual Classroom about Observing the Universe and were 

engaged in a range of activities. Students observed careful drawings that Galileo made of 

the surface of the Moon seen through his telescope and observed the patterns of light 

and shadow.  It made him wonder what the surface of the Moon was like.  The other Year 

7 classes will attend the above Virtual Workshop in June. 

Some Year 8 classes have attended the Virtual Classroom about Islam and Science.  Students were engaged in a 

range of activities such as The Astrolabe from North Africa and why it is useful in a mosque. They have also learnt 

about Celestial globes and their use to depict positions of stars and constellations.  The rest of Year 8 classes will 

have the workshop in June. 

There are still other events to come in June – Year 7 workshop will be about the skeleton and Year 8 will be 

about Adaptation, Selection, Extinction and Biodiversity Virtual Workshops. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Manish.Salian@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Rifqa.Naeem@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Roisin.Brisbourne@langleyacademy.org
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CAPA 

Drama 

Year 7 and 8 have been exploring the live production of ‘Shrek the Musical’. Students have been exploring 

different roles within the theatre like; performer, director, sound designer, lighting designer, costume designer 

and set designer. 

 

Year 10 have just started working towards their component 2 exam. This involves the students devising an 

original piece of drama from a range of stimuli. The students were given stimuli based around the following 

topics; Black Lives Matter, Mental Health, LGBTQ+ and Women’s Rights. The students explored and researched 

all of these stimuli and have now started to create a piece of drama based around their theme or idea.  

 

 

Year 10 had the exciting opportunity to work with the professional 

theatre company ‘Paperbirds’. The company specialise in verbatim 

performance, taking real people’s words and using them to create a 

piece of thought-provoking theatre. The students thoroughly 

enjoyed their 5-hour workshop.  
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Year 11 have been working hard towards their component 3 performance exam. This exam is usually done in 

front of an external examiner from AQA but not this year. However we still ran the exam as normal so students 

had the opportunity to perform for the last time at TLA! The students made us extremely proud with their hard 

work and commitment, the performances were fantastic! Well done Year 11! 
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Design Technology  

From all members of the faculty, we hope that you are safe and well. Like all members of staff within the 

Academy, we have all been very busy with the TAG process for the Year 11 and Year 13 students. In addition to 

this, we are preparing to go back into the workshops/workrooms, so that the students can get hands-on 

experience within our subject. 

   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 7 and 8 students have been entered into a ‘Royal Mail Heroes Stamp Competition’ (more information can 

be found here: www.stampcompetition.ichild.co.uk). The main objective of the competition is to recognise the 

members of public, who have been on the front line and serving communities, nationwide. All entries are being 

sent and judged by an independent panel and I am hoping that our students get recognised for the fantastic 

work they have completed. Some of the designs are shown above, but there are over 250 entries from our 

Academy. This is a great achievement. 

http://www.stampcompetition.ichild.co.uk/
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As the Design and Technology faculty have not been able to get into the 

workshop, all DT teachers have been teaching an alternative curriculum.  

One such aspect of this, is the Jon Burgerman project. This project has 

been set up to show innovation, creativity and flair from our Key Stage 3 

students. Mr Jeyaratnam has been working with his Year 7 classes to 

produce some incredible work like that of Daniils Berezjaks below. 

 

For more information on Jon Burgerman see the following website: https://www.jonburgerman.com/info 

 

Food 

This term, Year 10 made Cornish pasties, a traditional British and seasonal food. 

They also practised making shortcrust pastry which is a high skilled dish. 

At Easter, Year 9 celebrated by making hot cross buns, making the bread dough 

and shaping the buns. Students had the option of did not have to put the cross, 

it was optional. The smell of freshly baked bread was amazing. Pictured right is 

Oliver Lomas making hot cross buns. 

Year 9 practised the ‘rubbing in’ method and made mini quiches using 

homemade shortcrust pastry. 

https://www.jonburgerman.com/info
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Social Science 

As the end of a really busy term ends I would just like to thank staff and 

students for their extremely warm welcome into the Social Science Faculty 

and The Langley Academy, it has been brilliant to be welcomed into a great 

team. 

6th Form students have shown such strength of character and resilience 

adapting to these strange times, and working so well with a new teacher. The 

work produced across the faculty has been so impressive, and students have 

not faltered with their positive attitude! 

Year 11 have been so entertaining and a pleasure to get to know! The work 

they have put together for Health and Social Care to secure the best grades 

possible at the end of their programme has been really impressive, I wish 

them all the very best of luck with their next stage of work/education. 

Year 10 have settled into a new style of teaching with ease and maturity, they have been working really hard on 

their coursework and they are a pleasure to work with, every lesson is different; with a good balance of hard 

work, humour, and positivity. I really look forward to the year ahead with them. 

Ms Gonzalez 

 

 

 

Cornish Pasties made by Year 10 Mini Quiches made by Year 9 
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Museum Learning 

Open!   

The Museum Learning team has just made our first 

booking to take small groups of students off-site next 

term. We are looking forward to visiting museums in 

person again. If you fancy a change for half-term, here 

are a couple of suggestions:  

Philip Colbert’s exhibition LOBSTEROPOLIS is free to 

visit at the Saatchi Gallery in London until 6 June. You 

must book in advance to secure a space. Colbert uses 

a giant cartoon lobster as his alter-ego. He is a “neo-

pop surrealist” and this exhibition is his take on the 

pandemic. You can visit it in person or digitally.  

For more information visit:  Philip Colbert - Exhibition - Saatchi Gallery 

 

Sneakers unboxed: studio to street - This exhibition at the 

Design Museum you do have to pay for – a family ticket is 

£26.50 and pre-booking is essential.   If you can’t visit, you 

can also design your own sneakers online here.  The winning 

three entries will have their ideas made into real sneakers so 

that you get to keep real versions of the shoes you design.  

 

                         (NMDHU Pharrell Human Race) 

 

Eyes on Nature  

Every year swifts make their nests in the tower at the Oxford University 

Museum of Natural History. They have a webcam and you can check 

out the live feed:  

Swifts in the tower | Oxford University Museum of Natural History 

This is well worth watching as swifts spend most of their lives in the air. 

Nesting is practically the only time they land. The camera is so close 

that you can watch them breathing! 

 

 

https://www.saatchigallery.com/exhibition/philip_colbert__lobsteropolis
http://sneakers-unboxed.designmuseum.org/
https://oumnh.ox.ac.uk/swifts-in-the-tower
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Easter Holiday Arts Award Camp 

During the Easter break students in Year 7 and 8 took part in four days of creative, 

arts and culture-based activities. They learnt how to make rolled beeswax candles, 

they developed their dance skills in a hip-hop workshop and had the opportunity 

to express who they were through writing and performing some performance 

poetry.  

Students also interviewed curators from Waddesdon Manor and participated in an exclusive virtual tour of the 

National Trust Property. These activities encouraged students to develop their creativity and oracy skills as each 

student had to present back to their year group at the end of the four days about what they had learnt and what 

they had found challenging. Students kept log books of their progress throughout the four days and are hoping 

to use these to gain an Explore Level Arts Award.  

 

The Powers of a Yew Tree 

Without context does literature lose its meaning?  

Year 7 students visited a Yew Tree within the grounds of St Mary’s Church to enhance their understanding of 

what a Yew Tree is. Through sensory exploration and discussions students were able to unpick the symbolism 

used within ‘A Monster Calls’ and develop their understanding of the emotional connotations connected to the 

Yew Tree within the novel. The visit enabled students to develop their vocabulary, develop their ideas and their 

imagination which ultimately helped them to write better quality poetry in response to the Yew Tree.  
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Science matters KS3 

We all know how important science is. The pandemic has brought home 

to all of us the value of learning the subject. This term and next through 

our partnership with the Oxford University Museum of Natural History and 

the Museum of the History Of Science, we are piloting virtual workshops 

with our Year 7 and 8 students to enrich their science lessons. Islamic 

science, Galileo and the universe, biodiversity and adaptation, and how 

the skeleton works. If you want to explore this at home, check out 

Sketchfab for 3D models and visit the Museum of Natural History’s 

youtube pages for clips about their collection. We also like this: Symmetric 

Pattern Generator, beautifully combining maths and art.  

 

Volunteering with us 

This term the Museum Learning Team has grown! We have been lucky to 

have two volunteers, Harry and Jemma, join us from the University of 

Reading to help catalogue our growing Museum Collection. During 

lockdown we received boxes and boxes of objects from the V&A Museum 

of Childhood so the added support was very welcome! The volunteers have 

supported our Collection Management Programme by cataloguing the new 

objects and researching them so that we can start using them to support teaching and learning across the Trust. 

 

https://sketchfab.com/search
https://www.youtube.com/c/HistoryofScienceMuseum/videos
https://www.youtube.com/c/HistoryofScienceMuseum/videos
https://www.geogebra.org/m/fyf4gde8
https://www.geogebra.org/m/fyf4gde8
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Library News 

With great relief and happiness I can announce that the start of the summer term has seen the beginning of the 

end of Covid restrictions in the Library.  There is still a long way to go but the Library is now bubbled on a daily 

basis so all students have access each week.  Board games are being played at break times again, books are 

being borrowed and the Library has a buzz about it that has been missing for a long time. 

2021 CILIP Carnegie Medal Shortlist 

 

 
The Library has been promoting the 2021 CILIP Carnegie Medal shortlist which has some fantastic entries this 

year.  Details of all the titles can be found on the TLA landing page for Accessit:- https://uk.accessit.online/thl04 

and copies of all the books can be found in the Library.  I have been enjoying some of these as audio books and 

can recommend seeking them out on Audible or Borrow Box.  Most of the titles are available as e-books on the 

Wheelers e-Platform which we have now taken on full time and is free to use. 

In the wake of Mental Health Week, it is worth mentioning that Wheelers also has a wonderful Wellness 

collection.  This is available to students via the platform and consists of both fiction and non-fiction titles which 

deal with all aspects of mental health and wellbeing.  It is not always easy to be open about any problems we 

may be facing, and e- and audio books can be a discreet way of finding out more about what may be troubling 

us and helping us to do something positive about it. 

Please do use the Wheelers e-Platform as much as possible as 

I would really love to see it fully embedded as part of the school 

Library offer.  In due course I hope it will be merged with 

Accessit so you will be able to access e- and audio titles directly 

from there.  Meanwhile it is all very straightforward to use and 

can be found here: https://langleyacademy.eplatform.co/. If you are planning to get away over half term why 

not download some titles onto your phone or tablet to read or listen to in the car?   

I shall end (as I always end!) with a plea for overdue Library books to be returned to me as soon as possible.  I 

completely realise that these are not normal times and that books have been mislaid or lie forgotten at home 

after all the lockdowns.  However, as normal life (hopefully) resumes it is time to get those titles back on the 

shelves so that others can borrow them too!  I will extend the ‘House point for each returned overdue book’ 

scheme for a couple of weeks in the hope that some of you come across missing titles over half term.  Currently 

Henley are in the lead with 40 overdue returns, Arbib are on 39, Globe 33, Darwin 29, Gaia 27 and Grace 19, so 

come on all you Graceites - LOOK FOR A BOOK AND BRING IT BACK!!! 

Have a wonderful book-filled half term! 

Hattie Kimberley - Librarian 

https://uk.accessit.online/thl04
https://langleyacademy.eplatform.co/
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Rowing 

 

National Junior Indoor Rowing Championships 2021 - Friday 14 May 

 

The Covid-19 situation caused the National Junior Indoor 

Rowing Championships (NJIRC) to be turned into a virtual 

online competition for 2021.  Instead of travelling to London, 

competitors participated online on rowing machines at the 

Academy.  There were individual events, and team events 

comprising the best four results in Years 10 to 13, and in Years 

7 to 9.  A record 3,805 students posted results. 

 

Our best result was from Matteo Avello, who finished 15th out of 75 Year 11 boys, missing his own personal best 

by only 9 metres, and the TLA record by 12.  He was at 91% of the year group’s winning performance.  Matteo 

was 72nd overall out of 2257 boys, in the top 3% of all boys. Every other TLA student produced a personal best 

on the day. 

 

The Year 11 boys (dubbed “wonder students” by Mr Evans) showed their continuing strength as a group, with 

Luke Birdseye finishing 18th (90%), Rayan Rahman 25th (85%) and Senraj Brar 30th (82%), all of them finishing in 

the top 40% of the field. 
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Considering these students are currently getting one rowing session every 3 weeks at the Academy, these are 

fantastic results.  But, all of the above-named students are training at home, independently of the sessions 

provided onsite.  Independent learning is a trait we are trying to instil at the Academy, and these results show 

the value of it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first 3 of these had their 500 metre paces 

combined with Joshua Monds, who finished 51st of 

226 year 10 boys (83%), to produce a team result 

in the year 10-13 category of 12th of 24 teams. 

Madison Oram, who also rows at 

Staines Boat Club, was 15th of 33 Year 

12 girls, at 89% of the winner, and set 

a new record for TLA Year 12 students. 

 

Lewis Nicholls was in a very small field of 15 Year 

13 boys, but broke his own TLA record for Year 13s. 

 

Luke Birdseye had the most significant 

improvement, finishing 84th and in the 

top 4% of all boys. 
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Everyone else was doing their first competition, and some of the Year 7s were doing their first ever session.  

Daniel Arapi (Yr9), Joshua Pergusey (Yr7) and Simrat Basra (Yr9) all demonstrated potential with performances 

at 80-81% of the respective winners of their events.  All of these will develop further. 

    

Half of our students finished in the top half of their event.  4 of these (Matteo, Luke, Joshua M, Joshua P) were 

in the top quarter, with Matteo making the top fifth.  

 

A mind-blowing 728 boys and 593 girls took part in the Year 7 events. 

 

 
                     

Nigel Weare - Director of Rowing 
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Careers, Enrichment and Challenge 
 

 

We hope that all our students are getting better acquainted with Unifrog and are 

using it regularly. Year 11 and 13 students should have completed the relevant Post 

16 and Post 18 Intentions section and Year 10 should be updating it with reference to their virtual work 

experience progress.  

Careers Information, Advice and Guidance 

We have been finishing off careers meetings with Year 11 and giving them support with 

making applications.  They have also completed an Intended Destinations ‘Next Step’ 

form for Slough Borough Council.  Adviza have also been having virtual meetings with 

some Year 12 and 13 students. 

Virtual Work Experience 

Year 10 recently attended their Virtual Work Experience Day organised by Learning to Work where they had the 

opportunity for live interaction with companies such as 02, Iver Environment Centre, Slough Urban Renewal, 

Aston Bond Law Firm, HealthReach, Sports4Kids, Reckitt Benckiser, VMWare and Worley Parsons.   

They met employers, had a virtual tour of company premises, heard about a ‘Day in the Life of’ selected 

employees and had to complete employer set tasks such as: 

1. Create an advertising campaign which would recruit young people to an IT Communications Company 

2. Process Flow Diagram - Research and describe the uses of the mechanical equipment and Mechanical 

Purchasing - Analysis of Technical and Commercial Bid Overview 

3. Create a sports programme suitable for young children 

4. Design a one-hour environmental education session for a class of 30 primary school children aged 4-7 

(KS1) 

5. Research the different types of Law and report your findings on what they mean 

6. Research Cloud Providers and report findings on Market Exposure and understanding of the Cloud 

7. Patient diagnosis and treatment case studies 

8. Programme of works planning - ensure all construction tasks are completed at the right time so that 

the building is completed within a 47- week schedule. 

9. Create a product proposition complete with name, marketing slogan, packaging and design. 
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Students should be completing their Work Experience Work Book and updating Unifrog with their progress.  

Their final session for virtual work experience will be on 11 June when they will be attending a Q & A webinar 

with business volunteers. 

 

Year 12 attended the first sessions of their virtual work experience/insight programme on 19 May.  They had 

sessions from Learning to Work on maximising their skills, qualities and competencies, how to give evidential 

examples of these to potential employers and how to plug the gaps as well as on networking skills and 

Netiquette.  They had a talk from business volunteers from different sectors - Engineering, Finance, Healthcare, 

Law and IT. The business volunteers also gave a session on highlighting the value of virtual work experience and 

networking. 

 

All Year 12 students will be having live virtual work experience with a local company during half term on 2 June 

and will be receiving their details shortly. 

 

Support for Parents & Carers 
 
Amazing Apprenticeships issue a pack every month which we upload to our website – the  

May issue looks at supporting your child’s mental health, myth busting traineeships, T Levels 

in Health, 2 apprentice perspective articles, an over view of apprenticeships in furniture and 

manufacturing and much more. 

 
           
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They have also put together “The Parent Perspective Podcast” – an 8 part podcast series for parents and carers, 

helping them support their children with careers advice and guidance. Subscribe on your preferred platform 

today to be ready for the first episode in early June! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://amazingapprenticeships.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9f89f859eb0be9d437b1414c3&id=c25a9d9caf&e=2935310d97
https://amazingapprenticeships.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9f89f859eb0be9d437b1414c3&id=6ef1233516&e=2935310d97
https://amazingapprenticeships.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9f89f859eb0be9d437b1414c3&id=f9f4d207bd&e=2935310d97
https://amazingapprenticeships.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9f89f859eb0be9d437b1414c3&id=dd8501870d&e=2935310d97
https://amazingapprenticeships.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9f89f859eb0be9d437b1414c3&id=1bae71f5a9&e=2935310d97
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HRB 

Deaf Awareness Week 

The Hearing Resource Base celebrated Deaf Awareness 

Week from 4-9 May by arranging a week of activities and 

PSHE activities for the students to participate in.  

Students from all years were invited to the HRB to be part of activities on deafness/hearing 

impairment. HRB students were encouraged to bring a buddy to the resource base to take 

part in these activities with them. There was an interactive ear model game, a treasure 

hunt and a ‘Guess the Celebrity’ game.  

On Friday 7 May the whole school participated in wearing a splash of yellow, and bring 

50p for the NDCS charity. We raised a total of £101.29.  

Overall the week was a success and the children thoroughly enjoyed the experience of 

talking to others about their deafness.  
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Duke of Edinburgh 

Many young people find achieving a DofE Award life-changing. A fun adventure 

and major challenge, three progressive Award levels (Bronze, Silver and Gold) 

and a wide range of activities offer endless possibilities to anyone aged 14 to 24. 

Millions of young people in the UK have already taken part in the world’s leading youth achievement award – 

pushing personal boundaries, gaining new skills and enhancing their CVs and university applications.  

 

Expeditions 

We are excited to be able to announce that assessed expeditions this year will be taking place as residential 

visits. Practice expeditions will be taking place under DofE with a difference guidance but we are excited to be 

able to take students out to the outdoors once again and sharing the overall DofE experience with them. Please 

look out for further details sent home with students.  

Celebrations 

We are preparing to celebrate the achievements of last years’ DofE Bronze and Silver students and once COVID 

regulations allow, we will share information with parents via e-mail. 

Kit 

The most important piece of 

kit your son/daughter will 

need is walking boots. We will 

be providing rucksacks, tents 

and cooking equipment for 

your son/daughter.  

 

 

 

 

We are regularly providing updated on both our DofE twitter page (@TlaDofE) and our DofE Instagram page 

(@tla_dofE). 
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Yes! Futures 2021 Cohort 

This year we have once again been working with the London based charity, Yes! 

Futures. 

The Rising Futures programme is designed to empower students to reach their 

full potential. By boosting self-awareness, confidence, resilience and 

communication skills, supporting students to be successful both in and outside 

the classroom and feel prepared for their future. 

Although things have been very different this year, due to our ongoing 

battle with Covid, everyone involved has been very enthusiastic. Mentoring 

sessions between trained volunteers and students have been taking place 

online. The feedback has been incredible and it is lovely to see how the 

group of students from Years 7 to 10 are progressing and maturing. 

Recently, Year 9 and 10 were lucky enough to be able to take part in a 

volunteering trip; ‘Play Your Part’. Students visited a local environmental 

centre and helped prep allotments and furniture for the centre’s reopening 

after nearly two years of being shut. 

Thankfully, more trips can now take place and we are looking forward to 

the Year 7 and 8 ‘Play Your Part’ trip and the ‘Into the Wild’ weekend 

residential which brings together all the skills that students have learnt! 

 


