
  

 

                                                                                   

                     

                                                                 

 

It has been an exceptionally busy and productive half term with a great deal packed in for everyone at TLA. Our 

newsletter will shine a light on some of those opportunities.   

A real pleasure during this half term is selecting our new Student Leadership Team and seeing how our students 

develop into confident young people.  I am delighted to present to you our new Co Chairs, Shedel and Elisa. 

Deputy Chairs are Rayan, Mosaab and Cristian.  

I’d like to the thank our outgoing Student Leadership 

Team who have been excellent role models for their 

successors; providing a great sounding board to 

students across the school and representing the 

Academy excellently throughout the year.  

Congratulations to students in Years 11 and 13 on all 

their hard work in preparing for the summer exams, 

which are now well underway. Teachers are delivering 

lessons and revision sessions up until the last minute; 

this work is particularly vital given the learning that 

was lost due to Covid. We hope that they also take 

time to relax and enjoy the leaving celebrations 

planned for them.  

We would encourage you to talk to your child about what they are learning across the curriculum. Each faculty 

has shared their curriculum maps on the website to support you with these discussions. Any opportunity 

students have to talk about what they are studying is likely to consolidate their learning. Follow this link to see 

what they have covered and are currently working on:  Faculties - The Langley Academy 

Staff at the Academy continue to learn too. This week we had whole staff training on the use of Microsoft 365. 

We continue to push forward in the use of digital skills in teaching and learning, as well as in the operational 

running of the school.  We are determined to build on the technological developments made during school 

closure to enhance the educational experience for all.   

Yesterday, 26th May, was national ‘Thank a teacher day’. Students were encouraged to take the opportunity to 

thank all of the adults who support them to do their best every day. I would like to echo that thanks, it has been 

a demanding but rewarding half term and we couldn’t do it without their daily dedication!  

Wishing you all a safe and restful break.  

Alison Lusuardi – Headteacher 

Issue 5 - May 2022 
                

              @LangleyAcademy 

Message from the Headteacher 

 

https://www.langleyacademy.org/61/faculties
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Safeguarding  

Please see below information shared with students by the Exploitation and Youth Justice Team. Their visit 

followed the recent tragic incident in the local community.  

Please take the time to discuss these resources with your child.  
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When The Langley Academy was founded in 2008, it was decided that it would specialises in rowing, to allow 

attributes such as confidence, self-discipline, determination and the importance of effective teamwork to be 

nurtured. 

We have over the years aspired to becoming a sporting centre of excellence for rowing as it offers great rewards 

for all who participate; aesthetic and graceful, yet explosive and powerful. Our Director of Rowing, Nigel Weare, 

is a Gold level rowing coach and has coached at World Junior Championships level and this allows us to regularly 

participate in a range of indoor rowing competitions. 

Now over 10 years have passed - the 10th anniversary was during lock-down, we have had amazing results due 
to our excellent students and staff. 

 

• National Junior Indoor Rowing Championships - 1 Gold and 5 Bronze 

• British Indoor Rowing Championships - 6 Gold, 6 Silver and 10 Bronze 

• Water-based Championships - 3 Gold and 1 Silver 

 
This is an incredible feat for our first 10 years of rowing at the The 

Langley Academy. To celebrate this, we have placed on display items 

within a Museum Cabinet to celebrate and raise awareness of the 

rowing achievements of our TLA. 

As part of Henley’s term, we ran a design a blade/spoon competition. 

Everybody was given a bank template and was given free range to do 

anything they wanted. In the cabinet above, The Langley Academy 

blade is light blue with a yellow star. Jasmin Naim from Year 9 won with 

the design below. Jasmin will receive House points and a prize. Well 

done! 

 

 

 

 

Lastly, we have organised a “Row for Queen’s Platinum Jubilee”, rowers from all houses have been given the 

opportunity to indoor row 70 km to celebrate the Queen’s 70 years. The route starts at Windsor Castle via 

Dorney lake to the River and Rowing museum back via Jubilee Riverside, The Langley Academy, next to the Boat 

Race finish and start and then finishes at Buckingham Palace. The house with the most km will win. This 

competition has been extended until next term so still plenty of time for students to take part. 

Mr Blackford - Head of Arbib House 

 

ARBIB 
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Next term will be Grace’s (cricket) term, with the cricket season in full swing 

expect some House competitions! Firstly, we will be organising an exciting 

Bowling House Competition, in which each House Tutor Group nominates a 

team of bowlers to see how many wickets they can earn in a set amount of 

time. Each House and Year Group will compete against each other and winners 

will be announced from each year, as well as overall House winners! As well as 

this, we will be running the ‘Big Cricket Quiz’ in House Tutor Time for another 

opportunity to gain those valuable House Points as we quickly approach the 

end of the school year. We wish the very best to each House! 

Mr Raymond - Head of Grace House 

 
English 

 

Mental Health Awareness Week  

As part of our Mental Health Awareness week, students in Year 11 were given the chance to explore, discuss 

and debate their opinions and ideas relating to loneliness (this year’s theme.) Students considered how 

loneliness was threaded in the core GCSE texts, but also how it can exacerbate mental health illnesses. 

Discussions also led to ways we can play a part in reducing loneliness within the school and wider community. 

Students used these discussions as a springboard for some excellent creative writing. See some examples below: 

 

GRACE 

 

 

Alone in My Heart 

 
They looked straight through me as though I was made of glass. Invisible.  They grabbed the chairs at our 
table, and I watched as they took them to another. A girl sat there. She smiled as they joined her. A wave of 
sadness hit at the same time as the realization crashed into me. I had been replaced. Without a warning, 
they had left me. I heard their smiles and felt their laughs. It felt as though they had each plunged a knife 
into my chest and buried the blade deep in my heart, leaving me alone to bleed. 
 

I sat in my seat trying to keep back the tidal wave of emotions that threatened to break down the barrier and 
flood the room. It was pointless to cry. No one would notice. No one would care. Was anyone even there? I 
raise my eyes from my lap and scan the room before settling my gaze on her. The one person that always 
brought me comfort. She sits by the window, sun shining on her face creating a warm friendly aura. She sits 
there smiling, laughing, chatting to her friends. She’s not alone. She’s happy. She would never notice me. I was 
alone. I was unhappy. I notice her. Three years my heart has ached. I have liked her for three years. She never 
noticed. I never told her. Another pang of pain in my chest. I look down. A cupid's arrow sits among the knives, 
piercing my heart. It's different. It's not pink nor red. It does not radiate love and joy. It’s dark. It hurts. It emits 
sadness, pain. It’s staring at me as though to say ‘no one will ever love you. You deserve to be alone.’ 

I am alone. In a crowded classroom I am alone.  At home, with my family, I am alone. Forever alone in my 
mind. Forever alone in my heart. 

By Annabelle West 
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KS3 
 
Another busy term in English with lots of different things taking place for 

various year groups. Notably, Year 9 have begun the study of Macbeth (A 

GCSE Literature set text) and we are in the process of planning a 

performance of the play by The Globe Players. This will hopefully bring to 

life some of Shakespeare’s most notorious characters, allowing our 

students to become more confident with the plot of the play itself, as well 

as consolidating understand of the historical context of the period. 

Students in Year 8 have also explored the works of Shakespeare, but have been looking at the historical play 

‘Julius Caesar.’  They have looked at the social and historical context of Ancient Rome and examined complex 

decision making through the character of Brutus and choosing the lesser of two evils. We hope that they are 

able to retain and transfer some of the essential knowledge from Julius Caesar to their study of Macbeth at KS4, 

where similar themes of tyranny and power surface. 

"A room with no walls" 
 
A room with no walls, 
confides in my eagerness 
to escape this state of treachery 
                  
                       that torments my mind. 
 
To meet those outside my residence, 
like a singular mass that morphs and forms into 
a vaccum-like entity 
They suffocate me, 
Deprive me of my peace, 
force me to flea into the dim corners of the world, 
where the light cannot daunt upon. 
 
The room with no walls, 
binds me within loop-hole. 
 
I cannot leave, for i always crawl back 
with sweat on my brow and regret shedding my eye, 
 
This room with no walls, understands me 
relates to me in ways individuals could only  
hope to do so 
 
I’m more at comfort, residing in my room with  
no walls, 
than to greet anybody. 
 

By Vanessa Deko 
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Finally, students in Year 7 have been diving into the world of poetry. They have studied a variety of poetry 

about nature and had the opportunity to develop their own creative writing through constructing original 

poems. Well done to all! 

 

Strategies for Reading 
 
We have also launched the whole school reading approach to Summarise, Clarify, Predict and Question to help 
improve reading comprehension. Please encourage your children to use these strategies when reading at 
home 
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Maths 
 
 

 

This term, the Maths Faculty has carried on the work on deep understanding, confidence and competence in 

maths. In terms of content, the foci have been: 

• Year 7 - Developing geometric reasoning  

• Year 8 - Angles and parallel lines and polygons   

• Year 9 - Reasoning with proportion  

• Year 10 - Proportion and proportional change  

• Year 11 - Revision  

  

Twenty of our Year 7 and 8 took the UKMT Junior Challenge back in April and we finally have had our astonishing 

results back: 2 students achieved Gold, 5 Silver and 7 Bronze. Well done to them! 
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To trigger the Maths curiosity among students, the Maths department runs a very popular weekly ‘TLA Maths 

Challenge’ which is displayed in the library. This challenge comprises of two components: 1. A maths puzzle to 

check their numeracy and 2. ‘Say it again better’ to check their maths vocabulary.   The Maths department Chess 

club has been very popular for another term. 

The Maths Faculty has carried our ongoing work to identify and close gaps in learning, especially the Year 7 

cohort with the use of the National Centre for Teaching Excellence in Mathematics Check Point activities: their 

open ended tasks help teachers to highlight reasoning patters in students and identify eventual gaps in 

understanding of key concept (e.g. negatives numbers, perimeter, etc). 

In Year 7, a group of students has been selected to attend small group tuitions as part of the national programme 

of Numeracy Catch-up, to help them to shorten/close the gaps with their peers. 

Our Year 12 Mathematicians have tackled correlation this term and how to use their calculator stats functions 

effectively.  
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CAPA 

Art  

This term has been an eventful one for the art department with both GCSE and A Level deadlines. Mr Rider and 

Ms Brown are proud of the effort the students have been putting in to meet these deadlines with some amazing 

work. We look forward to sharing images with you next year, once they are able too. 

The Year 12s have been busy this term with art in the community. They 

were invited to a special session at Beechwood School where they 

learned how to make willow sculptures. These willow sculptures were 

in the shape of a heron, kingfisher, otter and butterfly. The aim of the 

session was to donate the finished sculptures to the Thames Hospice in 

Maidenhead to bring joy to patients and staff alike. The animals were 

chosen as they are the names of the wards there at the hospice, and so 

had a special link. 

Two weeks later the girls were delighted to be invited along to the 

hospice to unveil the sculptures with staff and patients. They posed for 

the newspapers and got the chance to see their work making a 

difference, whilst enjoying some tea and biscuits.  

Thames Hospice is open to anyone who would like to drop in, see the 

sculptures and try their delightful café and shop. The beautiful setting 

next to a lake makes for a wonderful afternoon. 

“I thoroughly enjoyed the chance to try something new. I had never done willow weaving before, and although I 

was nervous at the start, I am proud of what we created. Knowing that my artwork is making patients and staff 

at Thames Hospice happy, in turn makes me happy. I appreciated the opportunity to do something so 

worthwhile.” Ellie Fitzgerald-Hood - Year 12 

Arts award students have been busy this term with their lino printing. Students have designed, carved and 

printed their own ideas, taking them a step further with their own creative backgrounds. As an afterschool 

session every Monday, the arts award group have been exploring a range of different ideas this year, from 

painting to printmaking, portraits to still life, with a trip to the National 

Gallery to see art up close. Next term they will be teaching each other an art 

skill that they know and love, as part of their award. 

Year 7s have been having fun this term looking into the formal element of 

pattern, and through that Carnival. In conjunction with museum learning, 

students have been having sessions learning about Carnivals around the 

world, the history of Notting Hill Carnival and close up drawings of carnival 

headdresses and outfits. We are lucky that The Langley Academy Primary 

have a wonderful display of a couple of full carnival outfits and our Year 7s 

have had the chance to go and visit the displays, sketching ideas from what 

they see. 
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Year 9s have been enjoying experimenting with clay. Revisiting the theme of “The day of the dead”, students 

have been creating clay skulls with patterns and flowers attached. They have enjoyed doing something 3D, whilst 

getting a bit messy in the process. “Using slip (clay and water mixture) is really weird at first because it is so 

slimy, but I got used to it and really enjoyed doing something so totally different!” Maisie Miller 

 
 
PE 
 
District Trials 

A massive congratulations to students from Year 7-11 who have been selected to attend the trials for the Slough 

Schools’ Football Association (SSFA) District Team 2022/23. The trials are for the best football players from the 

Slough and Windsor Schools. The Langley Academy will be notified of the players who are selected for the squad 

after the trial. We wish you all the best of luck and look forward to hearing how you all got on! 

GCSE Moderation 

On the 27 April it was GCSE Moderation day where an external examiner came in to assess some of our most 

talented PE students. Sports being assessed throughout the day included football, netball and table tennis. 

Although in the build up to this day it was very stressful for both staff and students. Overall, it was a really 

successful day and we wish all of the GCSE PE students the best of luck in their PE exam! Lastly a massive thank 

you to everyone both staff and students who participated to ensure the day ran smoothly. 

Culture Day 

Sport helps to build community! It plays such a vital role in societies by bringing people together and reminding 

us of the importance of being connected within the community. On Thursday 12 May it was Cultural Heritage 

Day at The Langley Academy. This led to a whole range of different sports and activities being played throughout 

the day during PE. Sports such as athletics, basketball, football, cricket, dance, gymnastics and softball were 

participated and competed in to celebrate the range of cultures and backgrounds of staff and students 

throughout the academy. 

Euros letter 

Hola! Guten Tag! Fancy a trip to see 2 of the top ten Women’s football teams in the world play against each 

other?  We have secured 90 tickets for the Women’s Euros 2022 Football tournament. The match we will be 

attending is on Tuesday 12 July at Brentford’s ground for Spain vs Germany for an 8pm kick off. The cost of the 
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trip would be £14 which would cover the match ticket and transport to the stadium. Head to PE department for 

a letter to show your interest and secure your place! 

 
 
Museum Learning 
 

Welcome to Harry from the University of Reading 

Welcome back to our Museum Collections Volunteer, 

Harry! Harry is in his third year of studying Classical 

Studies at the University of Reading. He volunteered 

with us last year and is back again to help us to catalogue 

and photograph our growing collection. Harry is hoping 

to develop a portfolio of skills to help him gain future 

work in the museum sector.  

 
 

Museum Club 

 

This term in Museum Club students interpreted objects 

with certain moral meanings. The students enjoyed a 

spirited discussion on the morality and ethics of some 

objects held at the Arbib Education Trust. Among the 

objects was coral pieces, a taxidermy wren, newspapers 

from 1945 and an elephant’s tooth. 
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Year 7 Carnival Workshops 

We are delighted to be working with the Art Department to bring 

Year 7 students a taste of the Notting Hill Carnival. After learning the 

history and cultural context of carnival, students have been taking 

inspiration from real carnival outfits in our collection with a view to 

creating their own Carnival headdresses early next term. We look 

forward to seeing them in all their glory!  

 

Visit us! 

You can view our exhibitions in person at The Langley Academy. Tours are available to limited numbers only, 

Fridays from 2:30 – 3:30. All tours must be booked at least 1 week in advance. Please contact us 

at museumlearning@arbibeducationtrust.org for information.   

 

Duke of Edinburgh Celebration Evening  

On Tuesday 24 May we held our Duke of Edinburgh Celebration Evening 

for those students who passed their Bronze and Silver Awards in 2019 

and 2020. It was a very enjoyable, positive and successful evening with 

majority of the Year 11’s and 12’s there to receive their certificates and 

badges in recognition of their hard work and commitment. This cohort of students managed to take on their 

practice and assessed expeditions during the Covid pandemic with much enthusiasm and despite the many 

challenges they faced, they successfully rose to the challenge.  

It’s been a pleasure to work with this group of 

students and watch them not only take part in 

volunteering, physical and skills activities but 

also seeing them develop their confidence to 

become more motivated and taking ownership 

of tasks - it is fantastic to see. The TLA DofE 

team are very proud of all the students and are 

very excited to see so many of them at Gold 

level! 

 

A huge thank you to all staff for offering their 

time, support and commitment to DofE and 

making a difference to the lives of our 

students, it wouldn’t happen without them. 

mailto:museumlearning@arbibeducationtrust.org


 

13 
 
 

 

 

‘Achieving your Bronze and Silver Award is a big deal. It shows you have the skills, determination and 

mentality to really succeed’ - TLA DofE Team. 
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Thames Valley Learning Partnership 

As a member of the Thames Valley Learning 

Partnership we are offered lots of opportunities. 

In April this year, a group of Year 10 students 

attended an International Women’s Day event at 

St Mary’s School in Ascot, where they started the 

day with a Keynote speaker, then attended some 

workshops and then the group came together at 

the end of the day for a Celebration of Dance and 

Plenary Panel Discussion. Gloria Burzynska & 

Baljit Khalsa both addressed the whole 

conference in a packed theatre, with students 

and teachers from 4 schools.  They were articulate, thoughtful and confident.  Gloria spoke about the seminar 

she had attended on Reproductive Health and how she was aware how difficult it was for single mothers in this 

society, and that she wanted to bring change for children of lone parent families.  She also spoke about how she 

is writing a book and the keynote speaker gave her ideas for giving voice within her book for people of 

colour. Baljit talked about Women in the Criminal Justice System seminar (led by our own Ms Smart) and how 

much she had learnt.  

Guest Speaker - Richard Scudamore (ex-CEO of the Premier League) 

Richard Scudamore (ex CEO of the Premier League) came in to do a talk with the Year 9 and 6th Form students 

during their PE lessons and also some avid footballers within the academy. Richard took part in a Q & A session 

with the students, where he shared anecdotes about the sports industry, how he progressed within his role. He 

shared that he had to find his own sponsorship by visiting companies and other countries to personally negotiate 

having the Premier league played on their TV channels. From his experience with media outlets during his time 

in the Premier league he now has progressed onto the CEO of a very high-profile television company. The students 

enjoyed asking questions about his football passion and information on players. 

Lewis Cargin, Lewis McKay & Trey Bennett, Year 12 

Willow Sculpture Day 

On the 9 May 2022 three students from our 6th Form - Ellie Fitzgerald-Hood, Romesa Rasheed & Esha Sidhu 

along with students from three other TVLP schools unveiled four stunning sculptures made out of willow in the 

gardens at Thames Hospice.  

A willow sculpture making workshop took place at Beechwood School in Slough on 26 April 2022 for the art 

students where the workshop brought together more than 30 pupils to create four willow sculptures, which 

have been donated to Thames Hospice for its facility in Maidenhead.  

The sculptures were designed in line with the three Inpatient Unit wings at Thames Hospice, which are named 

after aquatic creatures: Kingfisher, Heron and Otter (a nod to the Hospice’s location next to Bray Lake). A fourth 

butterfly sculpture will also sit in the Hospice gardens to complement the bee and bug hotels, which are to be 

installed this summer to attract wildlife. 
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These will be visible from mid-May 2022 at the Thames Hospice’s Cafe by the Lake, which is open to the public 

and the sculptures will mainly be appreciated by the hospice patients, carers and visitors. Thank you to the 

students and Ms Brown (Art department) for taking part in this event. 

 

TVLP Queen's Platinum Jubilee competition 

Windsor Platinum Jubilee Committee and the Royal Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead launched a mini garden 

design competition through the TVLP. Two of the winning entries will be created in raised beds, to be situated 

by the Jubilee Fountain ornamental water feature at The Goswells public park in Windsor. Ayah Hassan (design 

below) was selected as one of the winners and Anbarasi Ramalingam was selected as a runner up. Ayah and her 

father attended the planting session, and was included in the competition photograph with the new Mayor of 

Windsor. 

Thank you to the students and Ms Brown (Art department) for 

taking part in this event. 

 Ayah’s mini garden design Ayah planting her raised bed  
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Anbarassi Ramalingam with the garden 

 

Anbarassi Ramalingam and Ayah Hassan with the Mayor of Windsor, Councillor Christine Bateson and Thames 

Valley Learning Partnership Coordinator, Clare Matheson at The Goswells in Windsor 
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Library News 

The Library has been as busy as ever this term, and has provided a quiet space for Year 11 and Year 13 students 

to revise for their all-important exams. 

Currently the Library is celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  The shelves are festooned with bunting, the 

notice board is crammed with information about Her Majesty’s 70-year reign, and a Jubilee Read display 

highlights just a few of the amazing and brilliant children and young people’s books to have been published over 

the last 7 decades. 

 

 

 

This term the Library has been highlighting the shortlist for the 2022 

Carnegie Medal which celebrates the best publications for children and 

young adults over the past 12 months.  The list this year is exciting and 

varied, although there is an emphasis on books for older readers which 

has made shadowing the award a challenge for younger readers. 
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Recommended Reading  

For those wondering about what to get their child to read next, here is the shortlist (please note the age 

recommendations): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone Dies Famous in a Small Town, by Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock, Faber (15+) 

Brilliantly written and with stories that cunningly interweave, this book deals with 
some dark subjects and is definitely for older readers. 

A captivating and lyrical journey told through intertwined short stories that relay the 
stories of young people in rural America who share the experience of being in the 
hinterland before adulthood. Each story promotes empathy and understanding and 
minutely observes the details of individual lives that, when combined, paint a broader 
story of culture and community with impressive brush strokes. 

 

Guard Your Heart by Sue Divin, Macmillan Children's Books (14+) 
 
I loved this one! A Northern Irish Romeo and Juliet… 

Derry, 2016. Catholic Aidan and Protestant Iona, now eighteen, were both born on 
the day of the Northern Ireland peace deal. At a post-exam party, Aidan wanders 
alone across the Peace Bridge and becomes the victim of a brutal sectarian attack, 
witnessed by Iona. When the two meet, the differences between them seem 
insurmountable, yet despite their differences their friendship grows. But it seems 
like everything is keeping them apart, when all they want is to be together. 

 
Cane Warriors by Alex Wheatle, Andersen Press (13+) 
 
Gritty, moving and written largely in Caribbean patois, this is another book for older 
readers. 

Set in Jamaica in 1760, this urgent and direct story provides an uncompromising 
account of Tacky’s War, the slave rebellion that took place on a Jamaican sugarcane 
plantation. Powerful and direct narration from 14-year-old Moa’s viewpoint brings 
history to life in a narrative that is as innovative as it is unforgettable.  

October, October by Katya Balen, Bloomsbury (9+) 
 
October and her dad live in the woods. They know the trees and the rocks and the 
lake and stars like best friends. Until the year October turns eleven. That’s the year 
October rescues a baby owl. It’s the year Dad falls out of the biggest tree in their 
woods. The year the woman who calls herself October’s mother comes back. The 
year everything changes.  
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When the Sky Falls by Phil Earle, Andersen Press (9+) 

 
War is raging and one angry boy has been sent to the city, where bombers rule the 
skies. There, Joseph will live with Mrs F, a gruff woman with no fondness for 
children. Her only loves are the rundown zoo she owns and its mighty silverback 
gorilla, Adonis. As the weeks pass, bonds deepen and secrets are revealed, but if 
the bombers set Adonis rampaging free, will either of them be able to end the life 
of the one thing they truly love? 
 

The Crossing by Manjeet Mann, Penguin Children's Books (12+) 

 
Natalie’s world is falling apart. She’s just lost her mum and her brother marches the 
streets of Dover full of hate and anger. Swimming is her only refuge. Sammy has fled 
his home and family in Eritrea for the chance of a new life in Europe. Every step he 
takes on his journey is a step into an unknown and unwelcoming future. A twist of 
fate brings them together and gives them both hope. But is hope enough to mend a 
broken world? 

 

Tsunami Girl by Julian Sedgwick, Guppy Books (10+) 
 
Fifteen-year-old Yuki goes to Japan to stay with her beloved grandfather, a well-
known manga artist. But during her visit, a Tsunami occurs – and her beloved Grandpa 
is lost. Yuki, and her friend Taka, must make sense of the terrible situation and come 
to terms with immense loss – and see that through renewal and with resilience, they 
can emerge from this tragedy with optimism for the future. 

 

A brilliant response to The Crossing 

by Sneha Bujade and Sakshi Bujade 

in Carnegie Shadowing enrichment. 
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Careers, Enrichment and Challenge 

     
Talks, Events and Assemblies 

Special Assemblies 

Year 10 had two assemblies this term: 

26 April - UpSkillMe gave an introduction to the platform. To keep up with our rapidly changing world, students 

need to connect with employers early, and build critical skills like problem-solving, teamwork and creativity. 

With Upskill Me, young people can track their skill development through earning badges. To support their 

development further, they can connect with employers and go to events to find job and work experience 

opportunities.  Go to https://upskillme.io/ to find out more and sign up! 

27 April – ASK Apprenticeships delivered an assembly on Apprenticeships; what they are, what different levels 

are available, who offers them and how to find them. 

NHS Healthcare Careers Day 
 
Students from Year 10 and 12 attended a Speakers for Schools virtual careers day where they heard first hand 

from nurses working across a range of nursing fields and found out more about the profession, the key skills 

needed and the different roles available. 

Informed Choices  

Punching the Air by Ibi Zoboi and Yusef Salaam, HarperCollins Children's Books (14+) 
 
One fateful night, an altercation escalates into tragedy. Suddenly, at just sixteen 
years old, Amal Shahid’s bright future is upended: he is convicted of a crime he 
didn’t commit and sent to prison. Despair and rage almost sink him until he turns to 
the refuge of his words, his art. This never should have been his story. But can he 
change it? 

 

https://upskillme.io/
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Careers Fair – 4 May 

 

Learning to Work organised a fantastic a Careers Fair for us which took place in our Atrium.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hosted around 28 

organisations and every 

student was given the 

opportunity to talk to the 

employers, training providers, 

colleges and universities. 
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Year 7 SEGRO Futures  

 

Year 7 attended a session from Slough Estates Group (SEGRO) to find out about the businesses that make up 

Slough Trading Estate and all the different career opportunities available to them locally in the future. The 

session was led by Learning to Work and Sarah Irving from the Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce. 

 

  

 

             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ascot Racecourse ran a ‘Name 

the Ascot Bear’ competition - 

Well done to Bhria Bharj, Year 

10, for correctly guessing the 

bear was named ‘Guy’ and 

getting to take him home! 



 

23 
 
 

 

 

Careers Related Visits 
 
Students from Year 9 and 10 joined students from other local schools at a fun Hospitality Taster Day held at 

Langley College to mark the re-launch of hospitality and catering courses at the College this September. The 

event was run in partnership with The Chefs’ Forum Academy and brought together celebrity chefs Tom 

Westerland and Arbinder Singh Dugal and sushi master Keiko Urakawa to demonstrate a range of cookery 

techniques and learn how to make pasta, sushi and samosas from the industry experts.     

 

We were delighted when one of our Year 9 students, Shalom Smith-Amarteifio, won the samosa making 

competition with a prize of a £50 voucher for lunch for three at local Indian restaurant The Renaizance. 

 

Students were served a range of delicious canapés made by the chefs including sushi, arancini and a lunch of 

new plant-based, 3D printed Redefine Meat, New Meat™ vegan burgers whilst enjoying a live performance of 

The Chefs’ Forum Academy’s brand new theme tune “Inspiration” written by music artist Lowkeylimit, 

accompanied by break dancers Kit Sells and Mikey Hook-Tappin. 

 

Careers Information, Advice and Guidance 

  

Anyone can access the Adviza Portal here - www.adviza.org.uk/careers-guidance-for-you  

-  this is a very useful resource for students and parents/carers; the content is constantly being updated. The 

Webchat feature is available 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday, and will also now be running until 7pm every 

Tuesday throughout the summer term.   

 

Year 13 students had the opportunity to find out about Post 18 pathways other than University in a group session 

with Adviza, this was followed by a useful Apprenticeship Application Clinic with Pathways CTM. 

 

Work Experience  
  
Several Year 10 students have taken up the option to find their own work experience placement for 21 June and 

have successfully used the new Placement Tool on Unifrog to get them authorised. Well done! We will shortly 

be issuing the agenda for the Work Insight Day taking place at the academy on 21 June. 

are still in the academy a few times a term and are now working with Year 10 students. 

http://www.adviza.org.uk/careers-guidance-for-you
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Year 12 are being encouraged to find their own work experience placement for 20-21 July which will follow on 

from their Work Ready Days being organised by Learning to Work.  Own placements need to be authorised using 

the Unifrog Placement Tool. Students will soon be notified of the agenda for their Work Ready Days on 18 and 

19 July – Day 1 will be held at the academy and Day 2 will take place at Ditton Manor. 

 
We also recommend that students consider signing up to some of the amazing virtual work experience 

opportunities out there using the following sites: 

• Speakers For Schools 

• Springpod 

• MedicMentor – Medicine, veterinary, dental, Allied Healthcare 

• Forage 

 

Careers Communications 

We aim to keep everyone updated with careers related news, advice and opportunities through our regular 

bulletin  Future You which will be issued twice each Term, our Careers Pages on The Langley Academy Website 

and our Twitter and Instagram accounts. We’d love you to follow us: 

                                    @TLACareers                                          tla.careers 

We welcome any feedback or queries to careers@langleyacademy.org  

 

 

Nurture Group 

Trip to Windsor Castle 

On Monday 9 May, 12 students visited Windsor 

Castle.  

We saw that The Royal Standard was flying which 

means the Queen was in Windsor Castle but we 

didn’t see her! 

It was busy and there was a huge queue of tourists 

but we were allowed to go to the front of the 

queue. 

We had to go through security, like at the airport. 

The security man said that we were ok but the 

teachers had to go through. 

https://account.speakersforschools.org/Account/Login?fromlegacy=true
https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience
https://medicmentor.co.uk/virtual-work-experience-programmes/
https://www.theforage.com/
https://sway.office.com/7Ok37gdsCgiL6sye?ref=Link
https://www.langleyacademy.org/91/careers
mailto:careers@langleyacademy.org
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The first thing we saw was Queen Mary’s Dolls House. There 

was a huge queue and it was hot but we did not have to wait in 

the queue and we were allowed in for a few minutes before 

everybody else. I didn’t think it would be so big, it was bigger 

than my bedroom. 

We walked through the state apartments and saw gold 

everywhere even the door knobs. The ceilings had huge 

paintings on them. My favourite bit was the ceiling covered in 

shields. 

 
After lunch we went to a workshop about Knights. We were allowed to dress up and use weapons and at the 

end we were made Knights of the Garter. These are the most senior Knights in England and there are only ever 

26 of them. Ms Russell and Ms Esteves were allowed to use a sword to knight us (this is called dobbing). They 

wore crowns and looked like they wanted to be a Queen. 

 
 

Visit to The Curve 

Prompted by an earlier visit to the Langley Academy by Slough Libraries’ Outreach Officer, Alison Beer, on 

Wednesday 11 May the Year 7 Nurture Group set off on a morning trip to The Curve. 

Alison and her colleagues were waiting for us and gave us a wonderful tour of The Curve and its facilities.   

Situated in the heart of Slough, The Curve is Slough’s iconic library and cultural centre. It also houses a café, a 

performance venue, community learning spaces, computes suites, an exhibition space and the town Registry 

Office. The Slough Museum collection is housed in various pods scattered throughout the library. 
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After a tour of The Curve the students were let loose in the Library.  They were shown how they can scan books 

out using the automated service, how to use iPads to browse the catalogue and read books and magazines 

online, and where they can find the sorts of books they would like to read.  They examined the Museum pods 

and explored how Slough and Langley have changed over the past 50 years or so by looking at local maps.  They 

also discovered that they could look up past stories and events in Slough in the library’s local newspaper 

collections. 

A library display competition was fiercely contested with both teams coming up with themed displays in an 

astonishingly quick period of time.  They were impactful and carefully thought through, and so good that Alison 

decided to leave them in place! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Finally, students were encouraged to become library members so that they can borrow books from The Curve 

and other Slough libraries in the future.  It turned out that the majority were already members which bodes well 

for their future reading. 

Many thanks to all at The Curve for such an interesting and memorable trip! 

Investigating Slough’s history in the Museum pods 

 

Examining local maps 
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Year 9 Poet 

Congratulations to Harijeeth Parvatha who became a published poet this half term! This means we now have 

two published poets in Year 9, thanks to Prabhleen Parmar who achieved this status earlier this academic year.  

Harijeeth received a certificate of merit for his piece of creative writing, that has been published in the Young 

Writers Anthology. This is a fantastic achievement and I am sure you will join me in saying congratulations to 

both students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mental Health Awareness Week Celebrations 9-13 May                         

Mental Health Awareness Week encourages awareness across the whole of the United 

Kingdom to the importance of achieving good mental health. The Mental Health 

Foundation introduced the event 21 years ago, choosing a different focus each year for 

the week. 

This year the theme was LONELINESS.  

Loneliness is affecting more and more of us in the UK and has caused a huge impact on our physical and mental 

health during the pandemic. Having and maintaining connection to other people and the wider community is 

fundamental to protecting our mental health, and we need to find better ways of tackling the epidemic of 

loneliness. At The Langley Academy we believe that staff, students, carers and parents can all help support this 

goal.    

Reducing loneliness for each individual is a major step towards achieving a mentally healthy community. 

Colours of the World 
 

Streaming in the sky,  
is radiating in my eye, 

how wondrous you are. 
 

Darkness doesn’t stop you, 
you are light of the night, 

a spark for the dark. 
 

A spectacle of nature, 
phenomenon of the sky, 

you are a compass for stars. 
 

Nothing can compare to you, 
A blessing from the heavens 

My way shining north. 
 

You are my wayfinder of life. 
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During this week students had special assemblies led by sixth form peer educators on loneliness and partook in 

activities to raise awareness of loneliness during their lessons.  Staff also participated in a number of wellbeing 

activities organised by The Langley Academy wellbeing team below: 

 

More information on our mental health support strategy is available here:  

https://www.langleyacademy.org/791/mental-health-and-wellbeing-at-langley-academy 
  

 

https://www.langleyacademy.org/791/mental-health-and-wellbeing-at-langley-academy

