
 

 

                                                                                     

 

  @LangleyAcademy 

Message from the Headteacher 

It was my pleasure to present three of our students, below, 

with special prizes as part of our end of year celebrations. 

Joachim received The Langley Academy Governors’ Award for 

greatest strength of character. Asmaa won the Inclusion Award 

for excellent attitude towards learning and Lily was awarded 

The Arbib Foundation Award for her contribution to academy 

life and the wider community.  

 

All three have shown remarkable resilience and drive this year 

and should be very proud of themselves.   

 

Many more students will be handed awards in their assemblies on the last day of term.  They will receive a book 

that has been chosen especially for them by the teacher who made the nomination. Congratulations to all on 

their successes.    
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It is incredible to believe that we are at the end of the academic year already. We have managed, despite the 

disruption, to continue an impressive, broad and rich offer; the newsletter will give you a great insight into 

what we have achieved and can be proud of. I am always very impressed with both staff and students for their 

constant hard work and commitment. We are very fortunate, also, to have such strong support from parents.    

 

The Queen wrote to the England football team at the weekend, ahead of the European Cup final. In her letter 

she praised the current team’s ‘spirit, commitment and pride with which they have conducted 

themselves’. Those words are fitting for all those who have been part of school communities’ hard work 

and success over the past year.    

 

As always at this time of year we have some colleagues who are moving on to new roles, careers and even new 

countries. We wish them all well and every success in their new posts; they will be missed.   

 

We very much look forward to the year ahead and a return to some of the freedoms we once took for granted.   

 

Wishing you all a very happy and healthy summer.   

 

See you in September!   

  

Alison Lusuardi – Headteacher 
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Dates for your Diary 

 

JULY 2021   

Friday 16 End of Summer Half-Term 2 11:30 
   

AUGUST 2021   
 Summer 2021 Results Days  

Tuesday 10  A Level/Level 3 Vocational 
Qualifications                  

By Appt Only 
From 08:30 

Thursday 12  GCSE/Level 2 Vocational 
Qualifications                     

By Appt Only 
From 08:30 

   

SEPTEMBER 2021   
Wednesday 1 All Staff INSET  

Thursday 2 All Staff INSET  
Friday 3 Year 7 & 12 Students return See separate 

communication 
Monday 6 Staggered return for Covid 

Testing 
See separate 
communication 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer 2021 Results Days 

All information regarding the structure of the Results Days and individual appointment times have 

been mailed to students.   

If students have any query regarding their Results Day please email exam.office@langleyacademy.org. 

 

mailto:exam.office@langleyacademy.org
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ARBIB 

It has been great year for Arbib House this year with 5450 achievement points and 95.42% attendance, showing 

all that Arbib is truly a great house to be in. Individuals that got the most achievement points are below, I have 

listed the top 2 students in each year group. 

Year 7 
- Syed Hussain 
- Mehakveer Gill 

Year 8 
- Bhanu Cilukuri 
- Charlene Mugari 

Year 9 
- Michal Smierciak 
- Gian Dhillion 

Year 10 
- Gracie Wickens 
- Milan Bharj 

Year 11 
- Lewis McKay 
- Abbas Mohamed 

 

In sad news, Mr Bury 11Arbib House Tutor is leaving Arbib and going to Globe. We welcome Keroneque McNabb-

Henry as the new Year 7 Tutor to replace him.  

During the last week of term not only do we have sports day but we have House foci lessons for Years 7 and 8, 

and so Arbib will be delivering Retro-Gaming. This session will allow students to interact with old computers, 

such as a Commodore 64 (see below) and an Amstrad CPC. 

 

 

 

 

 

The students will then create a computer game using Microsoft Makecode Arcade: 

https://arcade.makecode.com/, where they create their own graphics/sprites and use block programming.  

Lastly, there will be a quiz based on retro-games such as:  

 

 

 

The answer is Computer Space. 

https://arcade.makecode.com/
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Lastly, I thank all the Arbib students and Tutors for trying their very best over this very difficult year and here’s 

hoping for more normal and stable year next year.  

Mr Blackford - Head of Arbib House 

 

DARWIN 
 
Did you know that RbBr is the only chemical formula palindrome. RbBr is the formula for Rubidium bromide. 

This has been a challenging year, with students having to adapt to remote and blended teaching and learning. 

We pulled through and celebrate another year of achievements. Though most activities for Science week were 

online, students had a positive and rewarding experience. Well done all for your hard work and resilience.  

 

11Darwin’s last House Tutor 

 

Students excelled in many ways during the year. Congratulations to Shakya 

Toussaint (right) for winning The Langley Academy House Student of the Year. 

 

Congratulations as well to the following for winning the following awards: 

 

Award Student 

Year 11 House Tutor Group Student of the Year: Shakya Touissant 

Year 10 House Tutor Group Student of the Year: Veena  Gedia 

Year 9 House Tutor Group Student of the Year: Ethan Barton 

Year 8 House Tutor Group Student of the Year: Isabella dos Santos 

Year 7 House Tutor Group Student of the Year: Shiven Kheskani 

Most Improved Attendance: Jeevan Pangali 
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At least 2 billion people in the world get their water from contaminated 

sources. Whilst this is not an issue in our country, it is important to 

understand the plight of others in poorer countries around the world.   

 

Our Year 7 and 8 students end the year looking at this during CAS week, 

designing an effective water filtration system. 

 

Happy holidays to all.  

Mr Muranda - Head of Darwin House 

 
 
 

GAIA 
 
This is the last newsletter that I will be writing as Head of Gaia and I just want to start with saying it has been a 

pleasure championing our cause of ‘Sustainability' and inspiring so many students to put the environment first. 

I wish my successor every success and I know that Gaia House will be welcoming as they are among the kindest 

in the school. I have enjoyed the many different activities we have been up to over the years together, from the 

plastic bag jelly fish to designing reusable bags and upcycling clothing through tie dye - much fun has been had 

by all! 

What a term to end on. In particular this CAS Week. Sports day has seen many triumph with a big shout out in 

particular for Year 8 Gaia boys relay team who smashed both of their races, cheered on by an inflatable Dinosaur 

called Jorge. Success was also had with the Year 7 camp, looking like they may win, though final results are still 

to be announced. 

Head of House wise, we have all been having a blast making bug houses. Bugs are important for a number of 

reasons; food for animals such as bats, pollinating plants and crops, as well as decomposing materials. Using old 

chocolate containers the students have turned them into camouflaged houses, making sure the insides are 

comfortable for their chosen bugs. Below we can see Year 7s foraging for their materials, as well as Ms Hansford 

and my completed example.  
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Thank you for all your support each of you have given me in the role and I look forward to what happens with 

Gaia House next year! Good luck, I am very proud of all of you! 

Ms Brown - Head of Gaia House 
 
 

GLOBE 

 
It has been a crazy final term for the whole academy as we said goodbye to our Year 11 and 13 students and 

continued our work with our remaining students! 

For me, the final term of the year should always be about celebrating the students and their achievements and 

this year is no different. Firstly, I would like to congratulate Christian Baluta of Year 11 for winning the Globe 

Student of the Year and Harley Townsend for winning Internationalist of the Year. A huge congratulations to 

both boys! 

 

As well as this, I would like to thank Year 7 and 8 Globe 

for taking part in our House activities this week and 

making some very impressive house flags (see 

attached photos). All of you worked really hard. 

Finally I would like to wish each and every one of you 

in the academy community a very pleasant and 

relaxing summer. It’s been a very difficult year but 

you have all taken it in your strides and with a bit of 

luck, next year can be even better! 
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Mr Raymond - Head of Globe House 
 

 
GRACE 
 
As we finally approach the end of this very strange and challenging year I would thank all members of Grace 

House, staff and students for their incredible level of determination and drive to complete this term on a high. 

It has been a very different term without 11Grace around as they have now finished all of their assessments and 

their TAG’s have been confirmed. Walking around the academy I have been very impressed by all of the other 

Grace House Tutor groups and how they have really “stepped up” into their new roles as more senior members 

of the Grace House community. Every year around this time I always see teamwork, determination and a will to 

succeed that truly match the ethos of what it means to be a true Grace House member.  

The photo below is of 11Grace on their final day in the academy and I would like to wish them all the best in 

what they are doing next year, and look forward to seeing the majority of them in our 6th Form when they return 

in September. 
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Take care, enjoy the summer and I will see you all in September. 

Mr Ferrin - Head of Grace House 

 
HENLEY 
 
I wish all the staff and students have a 

wonderful break and enjoy their time off. 

I have been very impressed with the interest in 

rowing and the number of students now 

attending rowing club. If you are interested in 

joining or having a try please feel free to 

contact me or Mr Weare. Next year I am 

hoping that there are more opportunities due 

to easing of restrictions. 

House sports were completed over the previous term. It has been wonderful seeing so many students represent 

Henley. I hope the students have enjoyed participating and are looking forward to the next up and coming 

competitions in the new academic year. 

Mr Sussex - Head of Henley House 

 

Year 10 

It has been a unique and challenging year, not only has it been disrupted considerably by COVID, but also for our 

students as they complete the first parts of their non-exam assessments that contribute towards their final GCSE 

grades. The Year 10 Drama class have done a fantastic job with their Component 2 Devising Performances and 

have high hopes for top marks to reward their hard work. I was pleasantly surprised by the maturity and 

composure these students demonstrated during these performances. Other CAPA students have also been busy 

honing their skills in Media, Art and Music to get their coursework done. Some extremely impressive work has 

been produced that students should be very proud of.  

It is important to reward those who have demonstrated resilience during this testing period. Well done to 

students in this photo who received a little reward to acknowledge their hard work and persistence after being 

nominated by their teachers.  

We have all learnt many new skills this year and developed our understanding of managing mental health. Year 

10 students have adapted to new circumstances they’ve found themselves in and bettered themselves through 

these challenges.  
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Finally, as this academic year draws to an end, I would like to congratulate all students for making it through the 

year and supporting each other along the way. I wish you every success for Year 11. 

Ms Winch – Year 10 RSL 

 

6th Form 

6th Form Volleyball Competition 

This half term the 6th Form have been taking part in an 

outstanding Volleyball Competition! 

There were 7 matches played in total over 3 heats of 

games. A total of 8 teams took part and all did a fantastic 

job! Below you can see the match schedule along with the 

winners and scores from each game.  

The winner of the competition in the end were ZAIN’S 

TEAM (Zain, Amrit, Eshan, Mattas, Haroon, Ryan), who 

demolished their competition at every stage! 

Well done to the player, spectators, sellers, staff and 

students for the brilliant way in which they took part in 

the competition. A special shout out to Dylan Ghedia the 

SF Ball Boy for the competition. The games would not have 

been possible without you Dylan and your speed/ quick 

reactions.  

Who is up for playing next year??!! 
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English 
 

Literacy at Home 
 
Nearly every parents’ evening I can be guaranteed to be asked the same question by parents: How can I support 

my child with reading at home? 

This isn’t as simple as reading with your children. The phone, TV, games console and busy schedules make this 

hard for both students and parents, so I’ve put together a few ideas that may help, keeping family life in mind. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. TV Subtitles - My teenage daughter has them on for everything. 
They are a great way to have exposure to a wide range of 
vocabulary, without switching off the TV. 

 
2. Book Corners - Having a dedicated area with a small selection 

of books, whether a small shelf or magazine rack can create a 
focus for reading. 

 
3. Be seen reading - Children are still influenced by what they see, 

so treat yourself and pick up a book, a magazine or a newspaper 
and give yourself some time to read. 

 
4. Questions - Asking children about what they are reading and 

discussing it with them, helps them to summarise what they 

have been studying and helps with memory and retention. 
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Train your Brain to Read 

If you are stuck for discussion points, below is a guide on how to tackle discussions around books using the 

skills we use at TLA:- 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Reading Challenge 

In conjunction with the library, we are encouraging students to access our online library which includes both e-

books and audio books; prefect for those long summer journeys. For every book a student borrows and returns 

there will be 5 achievement point given in September; a great boost to the start of term to a maximum of 30 

achievement points. There will also be additional bonus prizes for anybody who has 6 books borrowed.  

 
 

 PREDICT 

  

Make a prediction when: 

• A title is given 

• Headings are provided 

• The author poses a question in the text 

• The text suggests what will be discussed next 

Prediction stems: 

• Based on the title, I predict this is going to be 

about... 

• I already know these things about the topic/story... 

• I think the next chapter or section will be about... 

• Based on... (a clue), I predict... 

• Based on what ___ said/did, 

 I predict... 

 QUESTION 

  

Ask teacher-like questions: 

• Who is ___? 

• What is/does ___? 

• When/where is ___? 

• Why is ___ signicant? 

• Why does ___ happen? 

• What are the parts of ___? 

• How is ___ an example of ___? 

• How do ___ and ___ compare? 

• How are ___ and ___ different? 

• What is most important ___? 

• What is your opinion of ___? 

CLARIFY 

 

Clarify hard parts when: 

• You don't understand 

• You can't follow the text 

• You don't know what a word means 

Clarifying stems: 

• I don't really understand ... 

• A question I have is ... 

• A question I'd like answered by the author is ... 

• One word/phrase I do not 

 understand is ... 

SUMMARIZE 

 

How to do a summary: 

• Look for the topic sentence 

• Look for who, what, when, where, why, and how 

Summary stems: 

• This text is mostly about ... 

• The topic sentence is ... 

• The author is trying to tell me... 

A framed summary sentence: 

This story/passage about ___ 

begins with ___, discusses (or develops) the idea 

that ___, and ends with ___. 
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Reading Lists 

The following lists are suggestions only.  If you would like some help choosing your next book please come and 

talk to Ms Kimberley in the Library and she will do her best to match you with the perfect read!  You can also 

check out our catalogue on Accessit and use the MY LIST facility to create your own reading list. 

 

YEAR 7 

Author Title 

Anderson, Sophie The Girl Who Speaks Bear 

Bradford, Chris Bodyguard series 
Young Samurai series 

Bruton, Catherine Another Twist in the Tale 
No Ballet Shoes in Syria 

Farook, Nizrana The Girl Who Stole an Elephant 

Gaiman, Neil The Graveyard Book 

Ibbotson, Eva  Journey to the River Sea 

Johnson, Catherine Freedom 
Race to the Frozen North 

Lewis, C S The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe (series) 

Morpurgo, Michael Private Peaceful 
War Horse 

Paulsen, Gary Hatchet 

Reynolds, Jason  Look Both Ways 

Thompson, Lisa The Goldfish Boy 

Tolkein, J R R The Hobbit 

Wolk, Lauren  Echo Mountain 

      

YEAR 8 

Author Title 

Blackman, Malorie Noughts & Crosses (series) 

Cooper, Susan  Over Sea and Under Stone (series) 

Cotterill, Jo  A Library of Lemons 

Delaney, Joseph The Spook’s Apprentice (series) 

Gardner, Sally Invisible in a Bright Light 

Gourlay, Candy  Bone Talk 

Lowry, Lois The Giver 

L’Engel, Madeleine A Wrinkle in Time 

Montgomery, L M Anne of Green Gables 

Hardinge, Frances  A Skinful of Shadows 

Schmidt, Gary D  Pay Attention, Carter Jones 

Stroud, Jonathan The Outlaws Scarlett & Browne 

Sutcliff, Rosemary Eagle of the Ninth 

Vick, Chris  Girl, Boy, Sea 
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YEAR 9 

Author Title 

Bardugo, Leigh Shadow & Bone (series) 

Crossan, Sarah One 

Donnelly, Jennifer A Gathering Light 

Hill, Stuart The Cry of the Icemark 

Hill, Will After the Fire 

Mann, Manjeet Run, Rebel 

McKay, Hilary  The Skylarks’ War 

Ness, Patrick The Knife of Never Letting Go (Chaos Walking series) 

Pullman, Philip Northern Lights (His Dark Materials series) 

Sepetys, Ruta  The Fountains of Silence 

Salinger, J D  The Catcher in the Rye 

Shusterman, Neal Scythe (series) 

Silvera, Adam  They Both Die at the End 

Wheatle, Alex Crongton Knights (series) 

             

Ms Chanter – Teacher of English      

 

 

Maths 

 

Resources 

All students have access to Active Learn (www.pearsonactivelearn.com) and MyMaths (www.mymaths.co.uk). 

Both resources provide opportunities for students to do independent study and are the base of the work being 

set for the students. 

Key Stage 4 Students also have access to GCSE Pod (www.gcsepod.com) which provides yet more tools for 

independent study. 

There are a number of resources available online that will help with understanding and exam practice. These 

are all free resources which provide questions and videos sorted by topic. 

 www.mathsgenie.co.uk 

 www.onmaths.com 

 www.corbettmaths.com 

 www.piximaths.co.uk 

 www.mathsbot.com 

 
To contact your teacher, e-mail addresses are below. Please contact your class teacher in the first instance 

with any maths questions. 

http://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.gcsepod.com/
http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
http://www.onmaths.com/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/
http://www.piximaths.co.uk/
http://www.mathsbot.com/
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Mr Katsholo  
(Head of Maths) 

Crosby.Katsholo@langleyacademy.org 
 

Ms Dobson  
(KS4 lead, Activelearn and MyMaths login support) 

Joanna.Dobson@langleyacademy.org 
 

Mr Budwal  
(Joint KS3 lead) 

Maninder.Budwal@langleyacademy.org 
 

Ms Murray Cusati  
(Join KS3 lead) 

grazia.murraycusati@langleyacademy.org 
 

Ms Butzen  
(Lead Practitioner for Teaching & Learning) 

Emily.Butzen@langleyacademy.org 
 

Ms Benton  
(Deputy Head Teacher) 

Clare.Benton@langleyacademy.org 
 

Ms Ashraf  
(Teacher of the Deaf)  

Arusa.Ashraf@langleyacademy.org 
 

Mr Matshazi  
(SENCO) 

Joseph.Matshazi@langleyacademy.org 
 

Mr Dave 
 

Vimal.Dave@langleyacademy.org 
 

Miss Chaudhry 
 

Komal.Chaudhry@langleyacademy.org 
 

Mr Gupta 
 

Ashish.Gupta@langleyacademy.org 
 

Mr Salian 
 

Manish.Salian@langleyacademy.org 
 

Ms Naeem  
(Maths HLTA) 

 

Rifqa.Naeem@langleyacademy.org 
 

Ms Brisbourne 
 

Roisin.Brisbourne@langleyacademy.org 
 

 

The school login for MyMaths is: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Crosby.Katsholo@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Joanna.Dobson@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Maninder.Budwal@langleyacademy.org
mailto:grazia.murraycusati@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Emily.Butzen@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Clare.Benton@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Arusa.Ashraf@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Joseph.Matshazi@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Vimal.Dave@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Komal.Chaudhry@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Ashish.Gupta@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Manish.Salian@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Rifqa.Naeem@langleyacademy.org
mailto:Roisin.Brisbourne@langleyacademy.org
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Science 

What a year 2021 has been. From normal teaching, to remote learning and blended learning, our students 

adapted well to the new ways of teaching and learning.  The Science faculty is happy to end a challenging year 

with some degree of normalcy. A better understanding of the COVID-19 pandemic and improved risk 

management mean that we can now do science practical lessons in laboratories. Over the past few weeks, 

classes have been catching up on required practical work.  

 

 

 
This term Year 7 had Virtual session with Museum of Natural History.  Students learnt about the way in which 

museum objects can be used to extinct animals. Students also had been creative and reconstructed the skeleton 

of an extinct animal.  In addition, they learnt about the features of the mystery animals and compared the 

skeleton to that of a modern bird. 

 

 

Year 7 Revision games 
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In addition, this term Year 7 learnt about space and to consolidate their learning they have designed a 3D 

model of the solar system. 

Year 8 modelling Animal and Plant Cells 
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Year 8 have enjoyed a virtual session with Museum of Natural History about Biodiversity and Evolution, were 

the students were introduced to the museum collection. 

Insect specimens were used to illustrate variation between species.  Other museum specimens were used to 

illustrate the link between inherited variation, selection and adaptation.  Also, museum specimens were used to 

show how environmental changes can lead to changes in a species over time and show how biodiversity is a 

product of natural selection and that biodiversity is important and should be preserved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 using online tools to simulate light refraction 
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Congratulations to all Year 10s who worked very hard in their practical enrichment sessions this term. The buzz 

and excitement were palpable as one walked into Science laboratories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

CAPA 

Drama 

KS3 - Year 7 and 8 have been working hard across the CAPA (Creative and Performing Arts) subjects on projects 

this term. In their Drama, Art and Music lessons students have been creating a puppet show. In Drama students 

have been writing the script to accompany the puppets. They have been working on their use of voice to ensure 

they communicate their puppets effectively to the audience.  

Year 12 Biology dissecting the heart 

 

Year 12 Chemistry required practical 
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Year 9 have been devising drama performances based on the theme of ‘Social Media’. Students were given a 

range of stimuli to start the process and had to have a clear intention behind their piece. Students were 

introduced to techniques such as ‘Chair Duets’, Synchronised movement, Choral Speech and Verbatim. The 

students then had to work together as an ensemble to create a 5-minute performance conveying a message to 

the audience about social media.  

Year 10 have had a very busy term. They have just completed 40% of their GCSE through a devised performance 

and a 2500-word piece of coursework discuss the process they went through to get to their final performance.  

Each group were given a range of stimuli at the start of the process and create some fantastic, thought-provoking 

and engaging theatre. We had three groups, group 1 created a piece called ‘Plastic Smiles’. This performance 

was all about women’s rights, looking specifically into body image. Group two’s piece was called ‘The Truth’s of 

Society’ this looked at the on-going problem of gender stereotypes from a young child to an adult. The final 

performance was called ‘Love and Loss’ this piece was about grieving and the effects losing someone can have 

on you.  

Each piece was original and completely created by the students themselves, they worked extremely hard turning 

up to rehearsal’s each week to ensure the pieces were perfect, which certainly paid off!  

Well done Year 10, we are incredibly proud of your hard work and commitment to the subject.  
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Music 

Another busy year of music making passes and all students have adapted well to classroom based learning.  

However, it’s pleasing and a relief to finally have students return to the music rooms to make practical music for 

the first time since the first lockdown in March, 2020.   

Year 7 and 8 have been participating in their CAPA project by studying leitmotif in film music and composing 

their own examples for their characters in their puppet shows.  In Term 5, Year 8 completed a programme of 

study into Pop Music, whilst Year 7 completed their studies into the Instruments of the Orchestra and composing 

their own scenes for the hit West End show “Stomp”.  

Year 9 have enjoyed practical music making this term by creating their own covers of ‘Blue Suede Shoes’ by Elvis 

Presley, as well as taking on a challenge of creating their own performances of their own choice of song.  It’s 

also pleasing to note the achievements of Dhruv Parmar (9Ga) who has passed his Grade 3 Drum Kit with 

distinction.  

Year 10 are now progressing into the latter stages of 

their GCSE course by beginning their compositions 

as well as focussing on group work and individual 

performances.  We look forward to hearing the fruits 

of their labour early in Year 11. 

The department also says goodbye to Elizabeth 

Monds in Year 13, who goes on to study Music at 

Southampton University.  We look forward to 

hearing all about your successes and experiences.  
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PE 

Success in the Steeplechase 

Year 11 student Luke Birdseye came 1st in the Intermediate 

Boys Championship 1500 Metres Steeplechase, meaning he 

is now the English Schools Champion at this event. Luke has 

been dedicated to his training over the last few years and 

deserves all the accolades he is currently receiving.  

As such he has been selected to represent England in the 

Home Countries’ International Schools’ Track and Field 

Championships in September. Congratulations Luke - the PE 

faculty are very proud of your achievements. 

 

 

 

House Sport  

House sport has always been a thriving part of Academy life and has been greatly missed by students and staff 

alike. It was with great pleasure that we were able to offer some House football for all years this term. The 

numbers of students in attendance have been extremely positive and something that has made everyone 

involved smile. The PE faculty would like to would like to thank all members of staff that supported each year 

group it was greatly appreciated by all the students. It was fantastic to see all the students enjoying the house 

competitions and we look forward to seeing you all next year with new sports on the agenda. 
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Design Technology 

 

 

Firstly, let me start off this section of the newsletter, by hoping that you and your 

families are well, and safe in these difficult times. Amongst the doom and gloom of the 

pandemic, known as the coronavirus, there has been a lot of positive news which has 

been created by our talented students. 

 

Let’s kick-off with our Year 12 (Product Design) students who have started their NEA (Non-Examination 

Assessment), which will count for 50% of their final grade. Students have chosen their own projects and products 

that they would like to manufacture; this is an important aspect of their work. They have started their first 

section and are progressing very positively to the short time they have had in the workshop. Projects are varied 

from a rocking chair to a table, or a bedside cabinet to a multi-purpose desktop holder. Some examples of the 

current NEA are shown below.  Students are looking to complete this extended project by February 2022. 

Updates will be given in future newsletters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Year 10 Design and Technology students have also started their NEA, with a slight difference. These students 

cannot choose their own project, but have to pick one of three contextual challenges. This academic year they 

are: preparing for emergencies, outdoor living and keeping fit and active. All three challenges are going to be 

difficult to complete, but they have started really positively and are creating their own journey towards a 

successful outcome. Again, like Year 12, we are looking to complete this NEA by the end of the February 2022 

and will keep you updated in future newsletters. 

 

Year 9 and Year 10 Hospitality and 

Catering students have been showing 

off their baking skills by taking part in 

the end of year “bake-off challenge”.  

 

I think the pictures below, speak 

louder than words, so I will leave it 

there! 
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Year 9 Design and Technology students have been brushing-up on their practical skills, by making wood joints 

using various hand and machine tools, 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 and 8 Design and Technology students have been completing various projects within the subject, for 

example, a Sweet Dispenser, NHS ‘thank you’ confectionary package, Victoria Sponge, Pizza, Textiles Wrappers 

and a Book Divider (to promote literacy). Here are a few pictures: 

 

Taking inspiration from Lucy Sparrow, a contemporary 

artist originating from Bath, England, who works mainly 

with felt and wool, creating life-sized replicas of existing 

objects, Year 8 Textiles students have created their 

own basket of fabric snacks to tempt the taste buds!!!  

 

Ms Wauchob’s group work was displayed as you 

entered The Langley Academy’s reception. Staff and 

students were surprised at the quality of work being 

produced by young students. 
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Year 9 students also made Macaroni Cheese as part of their skills rebuilding programme. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Victoria Cake-Bake Challenge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As some of the students got back into the Workshops, we promoted literacy and skills-based practical projects, 

by making a page-divider.  This was a small practical project, where they used ‘Scrufitti’ drawing technique, 

followed by recycling hardwood, in this case Mahogany. The end results have been great. 
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Like most of the Academy we have had a challenging academic year, however the pupils have really adapted 

quickly with different projects. All members of teaching and support staff in the faculty would like to wish you a 

restful summer holiday and cannot wait to be begin the new academic year, as we have ended it.  Keep safe. 

 

Media 

6th Form students participated in VFX, animation and game sessions to 

improve their understanding of the creative industry and possible career 

options. It also proved a perfect opportunity to boost their personal 

experience. 
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Additionally, we looked into the power of media with a documentary about Colin Kaepernik and how his story 

inspired Nike advertisement. We linked it to our set exam text – I, Daniel Blake, and realised how much context 

and re-presentation impacts our understanding as creators/consumers of media.  

 
Year 10 students focused on video game industry and Fortnite with discussions 

about industry and audience. One of the key words we discovered was 

‘convergence’ and we spoke how it applies to technology and across media. 

During enrichment, Year 7 & 8 students encountered ‘denotation’ and 

‘connotation’ which are the basis of understanding media language; something 

we study for any qualification from GCSE onwards. 

We then applied it to logos to see how they combine both of these terms.  
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To top it all, we ordered over 40 books about media to support teaching 

& learning of Media at The Langley Academy and 6th Form Centre so 

please check our library for these fantastic resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library News 

As the Summer Holidays approach I really hope that all students will continue to read and enjoy books over the 

long break.   

We are promoting the Wheelers 

e-platform, mentioned in the last 

newsletter, over the summer and 

I urge all students to get online 

and have a look at what they have 

to offer.  Books can be 

downloaded to be read or to be 

listened to - a great way to pass long car or plane journeys, and - more importantly - an enjoyable way to keep 

literacy skills alive and growing over the summer, particularly after such a disrupted school year. 

As an incentive we are running a Summer Reading Challenge whereby 5 House points will be awarded for every 

book borrowed, read or listened to, and returned via Wheelers.  There will be a bonus award of a week’s lunch 

queue jump pass for anybody who reads or listens to 6 books over the 6 weeks.  Who could resist such 

incentives?!  Get reading everyone! 

Wheelers can be accessed via a desktop (https://langleyacademy.eplatform.co), via the Wheelers App available 

on Google Play and Apple store, or via the link on the school Accessit platform (https://uk.accessit.online/thl04/) 

 

 

https://langleyacademy.eplatform.co/
https://uk.accessit.online/thl04/
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Book News 

The 2021 Carnegie Medal was won by Look Both Ways by Jason Reynolds. 

When the bell rings and school is finished for the day, the walkers are finally 

set free. For ten blocks they have no-one telling them what to do; they can talk 

about bogies, skateboard, plan dramatic escapes, make jokes, face bullies, and 

hear about the school bus that fell from the sky… In ten stories (one per block), 

find out what really happens on the walk home from school, when there are 

no parents or teachers to supervise (or stop the fun!). From hilarious 

escapades to brave challenges, join the walkers for one journey and many, 

many detours… 

Jason Reynolds says: “In Look Both Ways I wanted to explore who it is that 

children are when the watchful eye of adults aren’t around. So often, children’s 

literature takes place either at school or at home but there’s an in-between 

that is the journey home. And even though they all sit in the classroom 

together, when that bell rings they go separate ways and go through separate 

things, as we all go through separate journeys in life, that influence and impact 

who it is that we are when we show up the following day…It’s an examination of autonomy, it’s this idea that 

every child has a different journey and it’s all about the fact that despite those journeys we are all 

interconnected. One people. One race. Having similar experiences and yet different experience altogether.” 

 

The Carnegie Shadowers’ Award (voted for by student readers) was won by 

Run, Rebel by Manjeet Mann. 

A stunning and powerful verse novel, Run, Rebel tells the story of Amber.  

When Amber runs, it’s the only time she feels completely free - far away from 

her claustrophobic home life. Her father wants her to be a dutiful daughter, 

waiting for an arranged marriage like her sister Ruby. 

Both these titles can be found in the school library. 

 

Book Club 

This term has seen the start of the Year 7 Book Club for high achieving students.  We have had a lot of fun, talked 

about a lot of things and eaten a fair bit of cake!  Our book for this term was Another Twist in the Tale by 

Catherine Bruton.  This hugely enjoyable adventure is a follow-on from Oliver Twist in which the author imagines 

what might have happened had Oliver Twist had an unknown twin sister.  We explored the lives of Victorian 

children and found out about Charles Dickens’ own childhood.  The highlight of the term was a live virtual 

interview with Catherine Bruton, as Book Club member Charlotte Chadwick explains: 

The Year 7 Book Club had an amazing live virtual visit from book author Catherine Bruton.  
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Catherine has written well-known books such as No Ballet Shoes in Syria and Another Twist in the Tale. Recently 

we have been reading Another Twist in the Tale and this live visit was a chance for us to ask any questions we 

had about the process of writing the book. 

We learnt about the steps to writing a story with a twist, and the story behind writing a story.  Catherine also 

explained how we could write something ourselves and challenged us to think about what might happen next 

in the tale of Twill Twist and Dodger. Catherine Bruton was incredibly generous with her time and was really 

inspirational.  Thank you Catherine! 

We ended the term with a creative session making marbled paper to replicate the end papers found in Victorian 

books – a bit messy but great fun was had by all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hattie Kimberley - Librarian 

 

 

Careers, Enrichment and Challenge 

Unifrog brings into one place every apprenticeship, university course and college course 

in the UK, as well as career opportunities, such as MOOCs and School Leaver 

Programmes. The platform makes it easy for students write their CVs and Personal 

Statements and record their key skills. Unifrog is now been used by all year groups and we would like to 

encourage parents/carers to use the platform with your child so you can support them through the process of 

deciding their next steps.  Please email ruth.turner@langleyacademy.org if you would like a parental signup 

code. 

Careers Information, Advice and Guidance 

Adviza had 1-2-1 virtual careers meetings with all Year 11 students this year, plus some with 

Year 10 students and over half of Year 12.  Next year we aim to have a mixture of virtual and 

face-to-face careers meetings – some in small groups and some 1-2-1’s.  Our main objective 

is to make sure all Year 11 and 13 students are aware of all their pathway options have a suitable destination in 

place before they leave us.  We are still available to give careers support and guidance to any of our leavers even 

when they have left the Academy. 

mailto:ruth.turner@langleyacademy.org
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Those students needing help and support following on from Results Day can visit the Curve on Slough High 

Street.  Book an appointment through the Keeping in Touch Officer – parmjit.heera@slough.gov.uk or call Pam 

on 07523 936 155. 

Year 8 Careers Afternoon 

Year 8 were off timetable on Monday 12 July taking part in a carousel of virtual careers talks.  Students listened 

to a mixture of live (virtual) and pre-recorded sessions with a live (virtual) Q&A.  Speakers came from a variety 

of sectors including law and youth work, medicine, journalism, chemical and process engineering, veterinary 

nursing and engineering. 

 

Waddesdon Manor  

This term we took a small select group of Year 

12 students to Waddesdon Manor. Here 

students had the opportunity to get an ‘insight 

to the world of work’. Students took part in a 

mock interview day and were given feedback 

on their interview skills.  

The staff at Waddesdon were so impressed 

with the professional conduct of our students 

and even encouraged them to apply for some 

current roles at the National Trust site. Overall 

the day was a huge success and we are 

extremely proud of our students.  

 

Virtual Work Experience 

Year 10 and Year 12 students have now completed their Virtual Work Experience Programmes organised by 

Learning To Work with a live Q&A webinar with local business volunteers. These were very different to our 

previous work experience programmes and were driven by the need to adapt due to restrictions in place as a 

result of Coronavirus.  We are looking to develop our future work experience/work insight programmes with 

feedback from students and expect them to be a mixture of virtual and physical interactions with employers. 

 

Year 12 students interested in Media are taking part in virtual work experience on 13 and 14 July with Escape 

Studios where they will hear from experts including Hexworks, Playground Games and Factory 42. They will 

boost their employability and build new skills in VFX, Animation and Games. Some students are also participating 

in marketing and engineering programmes with Heathrow. 

Virtual work experience is being offered by most of the big companies and is considered valuable by most 

employers. You can encourage your child to boost their experience, skill set and CV/Personal Statement by 

taking advantage of the many opportunities out there.  Good places to search for virtual placements are: 

 

mailto:parmjit.heera@slough.gov.uk
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Medical work experience is vital for those students considering a career in medicine, two great sites are: 
 

  

  
 
 
Support for Parents & Carers 
 
Do you know about T-Levels? 

 T-Levels are a 2-year qualification that students can take as an alternative to A Levels, other post 16 

courses and apprenticeships.   

 They bring classroom learning and an extended industry placement together on a course designed 

with businesses and employers. 

 Students will spend 80% of their time in the classroom and 20% on a 45-day placement with an 

employer to give them the skills and knowledge companies look for. 

 One T level takes 2 years of full-time study and is equivalent to 3 A levels.  

 A T Level will be worth UCAS points – a T Level Distinction* is worth the same as 3 A levels at A* – and 

will be recognised by universities and other education providers so you can choose to continue 

studying if you wish. 

 The first T Levels have started at selected colleges and schools in England, with more coming in the 

following years. From September 2021 students can study: 

 Design, Surveying and Planning for Construction 
 Digital Production, Design and Development 
 Education and Childcare 
 Building Services Engineering for Construction 
 Digital Business Services 
 Digital Support Services 
 Health 
 Healthcare Science 
 Onsite Construction 
 Science 

 

 And from 2022 these subjects will be available to study: 
 Accounting 
 Design and Development for Engineering and Manufacturing 
 Finance 
 Maintenance, Installation and Repair for Engineering and Manufacturing 
 Management and Administration 
 Engineering, Manufacturing, Processing and Control 

https://medicmentor.co.uk/virtual-work-experience-programmes/  
 

https://alliedhealthmentor.org/nhs-healthcare-careers-virtual-work-experience/  
 

https://www.springpod.co.uk

/               

https://www.s4snextgen.org/ 

https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/design-surveying-planning
https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/digital-production-design-development
https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/education
https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/building-services-engineering
https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/digital-business-services
https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/digital-support-services
https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/health
https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/healthcare-science
https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/onsite-construction
https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/science
https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/accounting
https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/design-development-engineering
https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/finance
https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/maintenance-installation-repair
https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/management-administration
https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/engineering-manufacturing-processing-control
https://medicmentor.co.uk/virtual-work-experience-programmes/
https://alliedhealthmentor.org/nhs-healthcare-careers-virtual-work-experience/
https://www.springpod.co.uk/
https://www.springpod.co.uk/
https://www.s4snextgen.org/


 

33 
 
 

 

 

 More courses will be added from September 2023. 

To find out which colleges are offering T-Levels visit: https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/find  

 

 

Careers Enrichment - Year 7 Raising Aspirations Group 
 
A group of Year 7 students have been taking part in the Raising Aspirations and Achievements Group. Every 

Thursday after school, students have taken part in extra-curricular sessions designed to broaden their 

knowledge of the world and develop their confidence and leadership skills. Some of these sessions have included 

an introduction to Economics, Careers explorations on UniFrog, Media studies where students had the 

opportunity to tell the story of their life through media, public speaking and debate as well as object handling 

and the value of the senses with Museum Learning. 

Jasleen Matharu tells of her experience:  

Hi! My name is Jasleen and I’m part of the rising aspirations group! At first, I was 

always so reluctant when I was asked where I was going to after school, but now I am 

able to express how much I enjoy the rising aspiration group, and also how I have 

developed many skills during these sessions. Some sessions include: economics, 

debating, public speaking and more. The factor that has developed the most in me is 

confidence, I feel a lot more confident when speaking in front of big crowds or by 

myself. During these sessions, we always have to fill in a page of our scrapbook; we use 

our scrapbook to fill in some things we have learnt throughout the sessions, here are some pictures of mine!     

 

 

 

 

https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/find
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Duke of Edinburgh 

Many young people find achieving a DofE Award life-changing. 

A fun adventure and major challenge, three progressive Award 

levels (Bronze, Silver and Gold) and a wide range of activities 

offer endless possibilities to anyone aged 14 to 24. Millions of 

young people in the UK have already taken part in the world’s 

leading youth achievement award – pushing personal boundaries, gaining new skills and enhancing their CVs 

and university applications.  

  

Expeditions 

It has been an absolute pleasure to work with so many of our young people this half term.  

We ran DofE with a difference practice expeditions at all levels with students walking from Maidenhead to 

Windsor then Burnham to Wooburn Green. The feedback from this was positive and it was great to see students 

in the outdoors practicing their navigation skills and building their team work and independence. 

The highlight from this half term has been that we have taken all award levels on full expeditions and I would 

like to say a massive thank you to all staff who have given up their weekends to support the students through 

their awards. 

BRONZE went to the Chiltern Hills and proved their resilience with challenging weather overnight and made an 

amazing start to their DofE journey. We are pleased to share that all students who came on expedition passed 

their Bronze expedition. 
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SILVER went to Purbeck and overcame a number of challenges. Thankfully we were able to take both this year’s 

Silver and last year’s Silver cohort.  Whilst there were many tears, there was also a lot of laughter and we 

celebrated 2 birthdays amongst our Year 10 students. Students showed amazing resilience and we are 

immensely proud of every student that took part in the expedition. Once again all students who joined us have 

passed their Silver expedition. 
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GOLD went to the Brecon Beacons in Wales. We managed to watch the England final from our acclimatisation 

camp, for which we are unsure if the students are thankful or if they wish they hadn’t had the chance. The 

students did fantastically well and we are incredibly proud of everything they have overcome already. In saying 

goodbyes to Ms Dobson there were some tears from students (and Ms Dobson) and we are looking forward to 

the students hopefully passing this expedition.  
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Celebrations 

We are still preparing to celebrate the achievements of last year’s DofE Bronze and Silver students and once 

COVID regulations allow, we will share information with parents via e-mail. At this point I feel it important to 

share that students who were unable to complete their expedition last year as a result of COVID have now 

completed their expedition sections of the award. 
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Admissions Process - Year 7 September 2022 

The Langley Academy is delighted to welcome students from The Langley Academy Primary School who will be 

joining us in Year 7 September 2022 along with our students from The Langley Heritage Primary School.    

All students attending these two feeder schools who make a timely application for a place in Year 7 September 

2022 will be guaranteed a place in line with our admissions criteria.  Deadline for applications is Monday 1 

November 2021 at 10:00. 

Entrance Test and Registration Form 

 A Local Education Authority (LEA) Common Application Form, known as a CAF which must be 
completed on line with your local LEA on or by 31 October 2021. 
 

 The Langley Academy Registration Form, available from our website, must also be completed and sent 
directly to Admissions at The Langley Academy by 10:00 on 1 November 2021. 

 
Once The Langley Academy receive your registration form, your child will be required to sit a test of general, 

non-verbal intelligence, provided and independently assessed by the GL Assessment Group. 

 

For students who do not attend either The Langley Heritage Primary or The Langley Academy Primary the 

entrance test will be held on Saturday 20 November 2021. Feeder schools tests will take place week commencing 

22 November 2021. 

Please note that your child can not be considered for a place until have registered and sat the test. So, if you do 

apply for a place through your LEA ensure you also complete and send The Langley Academy Registration Form 

to the admissions department at The Langley Academy by 10:00 on 1 November 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please visit our website for the Admissions Policy for 2022. 

 

SIBLINGS - Does my child automatically get a place if they have a sibling attending The 

Langley Academy? 

NO - After children with an Educational Health Care Plan (EHCP), looked after children 

(LAC) and previously looked after children (PLAC), students of staff employed by The 

Langley Academy places will be offered to students who attend one of our two feeder 

schools The Langley Heritage Primary and The Langley Academy Primary. Siblings will be 

offered based on distance criteria up to the maximum band number of 20 places. Once 

a band is filled in line with the admissions criteria students over and above 20 will be 

placed on the waiting list within that band measured on distance criteria. 

 


