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Message from the Headteacher 

The new academic year got off to a fantastic start again in September as we celebrated an excellent set of GCSE 

results. Our Progress 8 score at +0.35 places us in the top 17% of schools nationally and well above the local 

average for non-selective schools. There were faculty and individual successes and we are extremely proud of 

the hard work of both students and staff, which contributed to those results.  

Many of our students stayed with us for 6th Form and those who joined from other schools were warmly 

welcomed. They have all settled well into 6th Form life and have embraced our high expectations. Work on the 

new 6th Form building is progressing and we will move classes there early in the New Year. I was able to have a 

tour inside with Governors earlier this month and feel very excited about the beautiful learning environment on 

offer to our older students. Once we have relocated lessons to the new Arbib building, we will begin 

refurbishment of the old 6th Form to give students a library, café, gym and an enhanced social space.  

It is a very exciting time for students in Year 13; some have already started to get their university offers. Several 

students applied early for a place at Oxford or Cambridge or to pursue a degree in medicine. Anike Abegunde 

in Year 13 has been invited to attend a scholarship week in Atlanta with the chance of a fully funded place at a 

university in the USA. We hope that she will follow in the footsteps of Junaid Khan who is having an amazing 

experience at the University of North Carolina.  

At the other end of the school our new cohort of Year 7s settled in quickly and smoothly following a well-received 

transition programme. Parents attended an afternoon tea last week and stayed to join the Parent Forum. We 

asked for feedback on the children’s experience on joining the Academy and were pleased to hear that the 

majority feel well supported and positive about their start here.  

NEWSLETTER  Issue 1 - October 2019 

     Follow us on Twitter @LangleyAcademy    
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This year we have been able to secure extra funding, through generous sponsorships to introduce two exciting 

new initiatives: Talk the Talk and Rising Futures.  

Rising Futures Programme: The Rising Futures programme is designed to empower a targeted group of students 

to reach their full potential. It aims to boost self-confidence, awareness, resilience and communication skills and 

supports students to be successful both in and outside the classroom. It is a year-long programme and 15 

students have been carefully selected from each year group to take part in it. Students engage in a series of 

personal coaching sessions designed to support them to self-reflect and take responsibility for their 

development. In between coaching sessions, students will take part in immersive experiences which have been 

planned to promote valuable life skills and explore various career options. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Talk The Talk: Oracy workshops: At The Langley Academy, our vision 

is for all our young people to develop into confident and fluent users 

of written and spoken English. As per recent correspondence, we are 

delighted to have been able to secure funding to deliver the ‘Talk the 

Talk’ oracy programme to support this key priority.  

The programme is now well underway, and six year groups have already received a whole day of inspiring 

training in spoken communication. Year 10 will experience the final training day on 4th November, and we are 

excited to build on the vital skills our students have learned as we progress through the rest of the year.  

Please do ask your child to talk about the experience with you and about what they have learnt and are practising 

as a result.  

Alison Lusuardi – Headteacher 
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Dates for your Diary 

OCTOBER   

Friday 25 End of Autumn Half-Term 1 13:40 

NOVEMBER   

Monday 4 Start of Autumn Half-Term 2 08:20 

Wednesday 6 Year 7 Parent Workshop 17:30 - 19:00 

Wednesday 13 6th Form Open Evening 16:30 - 19:00 

Thursday 21 Year 10 Parent/Carer Evening 16:30 - 19:00 

DECEMBER   

Wednesday 4 Parent Forum 18:00 - 19:00 

Thursday 5 Year 9 Parent/Carer Evening 16:30 - 19:00 

Friday 20 End of Autumn Half-Term 2 12:00 

JANUARY   

Monday 6 INSET Day - No students at Academy  

Tuesday 7 Start of Spring Half-Term 1 08:20 
 

  
 

               Year 7 Admissions 2020 
 

The deadline for applying for a place in Year 7 September 2020 is 31 October 2019 
 

Parent/Carers MUST complete the LEA online CAF (Common Application Form) and complete  
The Langley Academy registration form. 

 
Parent/Carers MUST complete the registration form to be eligible to sit the entrance test on 

Saturday 16 November. 
 

If your child does not sit the test they will NOT be considered for a place even if  
The Langley Academy are named on the CAF. 

 
If you are apply for a place under the siblings criteria, your child must sit the entrance test to be 

considered for a place. 
 

Registration forms, Admissions Policy and Frequently Asked Questions are available to download 
from our website. 

 
The deadline falls in half term  

The Academy will be open between 10am – 4pm daily to accept forms. 
 

Forms can also be emailed to admissions@langleyacademy.org 

 

mailto:admissions@langleyacademy.org
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Year 7 Longridge Trip 

Year 7 students had a fantastic time undertaking a range of fun and challenging activities at the Longridge 

Outdoor Adventure Centre on 22 October.  

 

Students were divided into groups to encourage working 

together as a team as well as building their team spirit. 

Each group had the opportunity to complete the Leap of 

Faith, Jacob’s Ladder, orienteering, go karting, water 

zorbing and even laser tag. The sun was out, the sky was 

blue, however it was rather cold! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This successfully marked the end of the Year 7’s first half term; they have settled brilliantly into academy life 

and they should enjoy their well-earned week off before an equally if not more successful second half term.  

 

Thank you to all the students and staff who took part on the 

trip to Longridge and especially to parents and carers who 

had to sort the very wet and dirty kit bag at the end of the 

day.  

 

Lost Property - We still have a number of items that were 

left at Longridge. If you are missing anything, please see 

Ms Bevan. 
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ARBIB 

September is always an exciting time for teachers and 

students; the summer holidays have ended and the new 

academic year begins. For teachers it’s exciting because it’s 

all change as student’s go up a year and our new Year 11s 

realise this might be their last year at the academy. At the 

other end, our new Year 7s join the school with great 

excitement and anticipation. I am always reminded of Harry 

Potter’s time in Year 7 with the Sorting Hat as our Year 7s 

line up in Arbib House for the first time.  

As the Head of Arbib and the Tutor of 7Arbib, I was lucky 

enough to introduce the students to school this year. We 

had a fantastic day explaining how the academy operates, 

e.g. how timetabled lessons work, the locations of the 

classrooms and explaining what all the Houses represent. I 

even had a chance to play my mandolin for the Year 7, 

because a mandolin is part of one of our new exhibitions of 

musical instruments hanging in Atrium as seen below. 

This year our Arbib Tutors are: 

 Year 7 - Mr Blackford (Computer Science and Head of Arbib House) 

 Year 8 - Ms Ashraf (RPS/History) 

 Year 9 - Ms Gonzalez (Spanish/French) 

 Year 10 – Mr Bury (English) 

 Year 11 - Ms McKenzie (PE and Assistant RSL for Year 11) & Ms McCarthy (Wednesday only) 

House Points  

Our current House Points this term are currently 1345 and the Year 7 have already achieved 404 House Points 

which is a massive 30% of the total and its amazing start. I am hopeful that Arbib could win the House 

competition this year. 

I am currently planning the Arbib Museum Learning term which starts after half term. This year’s theme will be 

the Victorians. We have chosen this theme because this year, it’s the 200th Anniversary of Queen Victoria’s birth; 

another reason is because the Victorians invented most of our Christmas traditions, such as the Christmas trees, 

cards and crackers etc. One of my Christmas traditions is listening to Sir Patrick Stewart reading A Christmas 

Carol by Charles Dickens, which our GCSE English students will study over the next term and this will flow nicely 

in with the Victorian theme we have planned this term, as the novel occurs during a Victorian Christmas.  

I would like to thank all of Arbib House and especially all the new Year 7s in Arbib for making such a good start 

to the new year. 

Mr Blackford - Head of Arbib 
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DARWIN 

Did you know that the first man-made plastic was created 

by Alexander Parkes who publicly demonstrated it at the 1862 

Great International Exhibition in London? 

While this invention helped the development of our society, 

Science is now seized with saving the earth from the dramatic 

effects of plastic pollution. We hope to play our part in reducing 

plastic pollution within our academy and community. 

 

We welcomed our new Year 7 students at the beginning of this term. We have a new House Council which is 

making a significant contribution to the Student Voice. Darwin House continues to support the Phyllis Tuckwell 

Hospice. We donated £166.12 from the Penny collection. 

 

Looking forward to another successful year. 

 

Mr Muranda - Head of Darwin  

 

GAIA 

What a wonderful start to the new academic year with Internationalism focus term. The students created some 

wonderful international themed cakes for their competition and they were fast to sell out for Macmillan coffee 

morning! Well done to all involved but especially Gaia House as they did me proud as usual. 

The new starters in Year 7 who have enjoyed settling into their new routines. Below are some comments from 

Year 7 Gaia about their favourite moments so far: 

“My favourite bit of the year so far has been the Londridge trip. I enjoyed the team 

buildings activities and the chance to get to know everyone better within the House 

Tutor Group” - Zoey Naqi  

 

 

 

 “I have really enjoyed my lessons so far at the school. My favourite are History and Art; 

History because I enjoy learning about the past and Art because it is fun” - Ismaeel Awan 

 

Ms Brown - Head of Gaia 
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GLOBE 

This year, as part of Internationalism Week and the Globe House Term, students were given the opportunity to 

experience a variety of different cultures and style of dress that they may not have experienced before. 

International Dress Day celebrated the vast variety of cultures and nationalities across The Langley Academy, as 

students were encouraged to wear their traditional, cultural clothing in the hope that the whole academy, staff 

included, can come together to celebrate and enjoy the diversity and difference that exists within our school 

community.  

International Dress Day took place on Friday 27 September. Students were encouraged to participate in a 

meaningful way by wearing traditional, cultural clothing. The day proved to be a huge success, which created a 

lot of buzz and excitement around the various cultures that are welcome in the Academy. 

Mr Raymond - Head of Globe 

 

GRACE 

Attendance & Achievement 

It has been a good but frantic start to the new academic year. We welcomed the new Year 7’s to the academy 

who have made a very solid start and are already settling in well. As always, I have been monitoring the 

attendance and punctuality of Grace House with the current position as follows:- 

Position Grace Year Group % Attendance 

1st 9 98.5% 

2nd 8 97.7% 

3rd 10 96.8% 

4th 7 96% 

5th 11 92.8% 

  

9Grace won the most days of attendance above 96.1% with a total of 29 days. They celebrated with a pizza party 

during House Tutor. 
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10Grace currently have the highest amount of achievement points with a very good tally of 613. Following 

closely behind are Year 9 with 276, Year 7 on 230 and Year 8 with 206. 

Well done to all of Grace House. I would like to thank you for your continued good conduct and good attendance 

around at the academy. It is always a joy to see so many of you focused and trying your hardest on a day to day 

basis.  

Enjoy the break and stay safe. 😊 

Mr Ferrin - Head of Grace  

 

HENLEY 

To start I would like to send a thank you to all House Tutors for their hard work so far this year. The first term 

can always be difficult for teachers and students after the summer break. The intensity increases by the week 

as the light in the day shortens. 

It has been a good start for the new students in 

Year 7 and am looking forward to them continuing 

to settle in the academy. The average attendance 

for Henley is good at 96.41% but there is room for 

improvement and I would like that to increase over 

the coming academic terms. I also want to 

congratulate 8Henley for having the most 

achievement points this term in the Henley House.  

I have been really impressed with the number of 

students that have become involved in the rowing 

extracurricular club with Mr Weare. The rowing club has been a great success at the academy with Year 7, 8, 9 

and 10 all winning gold at the Berkshire games. With the high number of new students hopefully success will 

continue to be high throughout the future.  

Mr Sussex - Head of Henley 
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6th Form 

The Bar Mock Trial competition is a unique opportunity for students aged 15-18 from all over the UK to gain 

unparalleled insight into the justice system. The competition immerses students in all aspects of a criminal trial, 

as they take on the roles of barristers, witnesses, clerks, ushers and jury members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our students will be representing The Langley Academy in Reading Crown Court on Saturday 23 November 2019. 

They will compete against other schools from the South East of England in front of professional members of the 

judiciary. We were privileged to welcome Elliot Gold of Serjeants' Inn Chambers, Fleet Street to the Academy on 

17 September. Elliot delivered a legal masterclass on how to plan effective case strategy and how to cross-

examine witnesses to achieve the desired outcome.  

We believe that this programme will encourage the development of essential skills such as logical reasoning, 

clear communication and teamwork within our student body. This, along with other experiences within The 

Academy, will enable the young people in our care to prepare for the next stage of their life, be it University, 

apprenticeship or employment. We look forward to reporting on the outcome in the next newsletter!  

Maths 

A Review of last year 

Congratulations to last year’s students. Our headline results were as follows: 
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This is a 7% increase from the previous year in terms of students achieving a grade 5+ and a 4% increase of 

students achieving a grade 7+. 

A huge congratulations to all students who exceeded their target and especially Rafay Adnan, Vivek Chander, 

Ana Duscu, Dev Panwar, Aadil Sattar and William Zheng who achieved a grade 9.  

With the first year of the new spec of A Level, we celebrate the students who achieved the A Grade: Roy Carlton, 

Nuno Goncalves and Thomas Pellow. 

 

Meet the Team 

With the new academic year, we welcome Mr Salian to the Maths department. Ms Ashraf has taken on the role 

of Key Stage 3 Co-Ordinator. 

 

The year ahead 

As a department this year, we are focusing on supporting students to show working out and their oracy skills. 

Encouraging students to ask and answer questions in class and promote reflection and deeper learning. This 

includes the use of mini whiteboards in lessons, exit tickets, identifying and correcting misconceptions early and 

promoting problem solving and reasoning throughout the academic year.  

There are a number of Maths clubs taking place during the week for all year groups, These include: 

 Revision drop in sessions for Year 11 after school Mondays with Ms Butzen and Mr Katsholo; 

 MyMaths support club after school Mondays with various staff; 

 Chess and cards enrichment club for KS3 on Tuesdays; 
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 Problem solving enrichment centred around the UK Maths Challenge with Mr Salian for KS3 on 

Tuesdays; 

 A Level drop in with Ms Butzen after school Thursdays. 

 

Independent Learning 

Independent learning resources are a strong part of the maths curriculum.  

All students have access to Active Learn (www.pearsonactivelearn.com) and MyMaths (www.mymaths.co.uk). 

Both resources provide opportunities for students to do independent study.  

Key Stage 4 Students also have access to GCSE Pod (www.gcsepod.com) which provides yet more tools for 

independent study. 

We ask parents to support students in completing homework to a good standard and on time.  

Should students need support with using any of these resources or any mathematical content from within them, 

support is available in N109 every Monday. 

All Year 7 parents are invited to attend the Parent Workshops on Wednesday 6 November. During these 

sessions, we will be sharing ways you can support your son/daughter with their independent learning. 

 

Catch Up 

Our Catch up programme has now started and is going well. This programme is for 28 Year 7 students. Each 

student receives a one to one session every week to support their numeracy skills. This runs for 12 weeks and 

we have already started to see an improvement in the skills of many students taking part. 

 

UK Maths Challenge 

The UK Mathematics Trust (UKMT) is a registered charity whose aim is to advance the education of children and 

young people in mathematics. The UKMT organises national mathematics competitions and other mathematical 

enrichment activities for 11-18 year old UK students. They were established in 1996 and last academic year over 

http://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.gcsepod.com/
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600,000 students from 4,000 schools took part in the three individual challenges, the UK's biggest national maths 

competitions.  

At The Langley Academy, we have been a part of the UK Maths challenge for a number of years and are very 

excited to share the dates of this year’s challenges with you. 

We will have 30 students take part in the Junior and Intermediate challenge and 10 for the Senior challenge. 

 

 

 

The Junior challenge is aimed at students in Year 7 and 8, the Intermediate Challenges is aimed at students in 

Year 9 to 11 and the Senior Challenge is aimed at students in Years 12 and 13 studying mathematics. 

The Maths Challenge question papers are taken in school on the date shown above and returned to the UKMT 

for marking. The Senior Challenge takes 90 minutes and the Intermediate and Junior Challenges are an hour 

long. 

The papers contain 25 multiple choice questions. Of these, the first 15 are more accessible whilst the final 10 

will provide more food for thought. Gold, silver and bronze certificates are awarded to 40% of participants 

nationally in the Junior and Intermediate Challenges, and 60% of participants nationally in the Senior Challenge. 

The most successful participants at each level are invited to enter follow-on rounds; Kangaroos (multiple choice 

questions) or Olympiads requiring full written answers. 

 

Mastery lessons 

This academic year, Years 7 - 9 have 2 lessons a fortnight based solely upon building their mathematical mastery 

skills. The main aim of these lessons is for the class to work together through problem solving to tackle problems 

and address misconceptions as they occur. Students are encouraged to identify key information and draw 

conclusions based upon this. When children can make connections in their learning, sustain their understanding 

and build on prior learning they are not only becoming better Mathematicians but better learners altogether.   

Children often understand something one day, only for them to completely forget it the next. We need to help 

them to learn deeper. Using questioning as a key strategy alongside a concrete, pictorial, abstract approach we 

can support this goal. Teaching children to be mindful is crucial here. In other words, looking for patterns, 

drawing on things they already know and relating these to their current learning.  

This half term we have been focusing these sessions on numeracy and higher thinking skills. One of the activities 

has involved working out the rule for the 2 numbers and then testing that rule. Can you figure out the rule before 

our next newsletter? 
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Design & Technology 

Aston Martin comes to The Langley Academy 

 

 

 

On 20 September, Bal Choda, a Lead Engineer for 

Advanced Manufacturing at Aston Martin, came 

to the academy to talk to students about STEM.  

The students discussed their aspirations for the 

future, with Bal explaining how hard work and 

dedication can help you achieve your dreams. He 

spoke about how he worked his way up through 

various car companies and ultimately got 

headhunted by Aston Martin.   

 

In addition to this he then went on to explain how STEM fits into Aston Martin with their need for engineers and 

designers to create the product as well as their need for skilled craftsmen for creating clay models of the car. 

The students then got a special look at a video of a concept drone that Aston Martin is current working on. To 

finish the presentation off the students were taken outside to view and sit in the DB11. 

 

Some of the student’s comments:- 

 

“…it was a really fun experience; I hope the school can arrange something like this again because it was really 

beneficial …” 

 

“… cannot believe how many different sectors of design are available at the company; definitely know what I 

want to do when I grow up …”   
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Logo Design Contest 

Thames Value Learning Partnership (TVLP), is an equal partnership of 

state and independent secondary schools in Windsor, Maidenhead and 

Slough. Clare Matheson, the coordinator from the TVLP group, set 

students with a design brief, where a logo had to be designed taking the 

abbreviation ’TVLP’.   

 

Pey Ying Tsang (11Da) produced a design (on the top right-hand side), which achieved the runner-up status. She 

was presented with a certificate by Mr Lad and Art Supplies for her achievement.  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Glorious Food 

Well done to Emma Wilson (11Gr) who completed a 

successful practical in her Hospitality and Catering 

qualification. Ms Payne, Teacher of Food and Nutrition, 

asked all students to manufacture a cup cake. They could 

use any ingredients they wanted to, as well as create a 

simple but unique pattern with some butter cream.  

Emma worked tirelessly during the lesson and produced 

a batch of six. Not only did the cupcakes look good, but 

they were also very tasty. 
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Product Design 

The Year 12 students studying A Level Product Design, have been 

working extremely hard this half-term, especially on the new A Level 

Curriculum. The A Level has changed and is now valued at 50% 

coursework and 50% examination. 

  

Year 12 students have been working on a balance of practical and 

theory. So far they have completed small sustainable practicals, e.g: 

a product in a box, art-style stationery box and are now 

manufacturing a kitchen-roll holder. All of the practical work has 

been a challenge for the students. Some have had to practice their 

wooden joints, while some looked at their innovation and creativity. 

  

This academic year the department are assessing all examination 

groups with a PLC (Personalised Learning Checklist) where each 

specification point has been converted into an exam question, which we are hoping will test each student’s 

knowledge and make them independent learners. 

  

Important Dates: 

 7 January 2020 - Students will practice a their Non-Exam Assessment (NEA). 

 20 April 2020 - Students start their actual NEA (Deadline will be around the beginning of their 

Christmas Holidays. 

 11 & 18 June 2021 - (Pending Confirmation) A Level Examination Dates. 
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MFL 

The Langley Academy celebrated the European Day of Languages on 26 

October. A baking competition was organised for KS3 students. The 

response was overwhelming and we received more than 50 homemade 

cakes! We would like to take this opportunity to thank parents and carers 

who supported their children with the competition. This could not have 

happened without your support. 

The 2nd place went to Tehya Brewer (7Darwin) 

The 1st Place went to Demitri Andreou (7Darwin) and Sebastian Van 

Rooyen (7Arbib) 

We still do not know who created the cake who won 3rd place (the name 

tags fell off on the day) and no one has come forward to claim the prize. It 

is NOT too late! 

The cakes were sold at 

break and lunch time with 

the help of a few 6th Form 

students. An amazing £173 

was raised for the 

MacMillan coffee morning. 

The House Tutor Quiz for 

the European Day of 

Languages was won by 9 

Grace!  

 

If you left any cake tins and containers in Ms Kinch’s Food room, please collect them! Well done and thank you 

for all taking part!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd  
place 

2nd  
place 

1st   
place 
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PE 

Year 7 Football 

Year 7 football has started exceptionally well at The Langley Academy with over 30 boys and girls training 

regularly on a Tuesday evening. The commitment and determination of the player has been a real strength and 

the competition for places has continued to grow with every session, giving Mr Evans a headache when it comes 

to selection.  

 

Year 7 Boys Success at Upton Court 

The team were recently successful against local rivals Upton Court Grammar school. The team started the match 

with a lion’s share of the possession and with some great interplay between Rojus Buterlevicius and Adam 

Maron. Upton Court quickly responded with a goal against the run of play. This was exactly what the academy 

needed to wake up and convert this pressure into goals and this was exactly what happened. Before the half 

time whistle, Rojus converted a lovely finish. The 2nd half was largely played in Upton’s half and although they 

defended well it was only a matter of time for the academy to score a further 2 goals and finish the match 4-1. 

The team were well lead by captain Rojus Buterlevicius, who controlled the midfield and the tempo of the 

match. Well done. 

 

 

Squad: Jeevan Pangali, Malvern Marutawana, 

Ashvik Kumar, Tyler Lagmay, Charlie Lomas, Rhys 

Mehta, Ben Penfold, Rojus Buterlevicius , Adam 

Maron, Peter Kiboi, Alan Kowalczyk, Keimarn 

Shaw and Jake Partington  
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Netball 

The Year 7 and 8 netball team played their first match of the season on Thursday 18 October against Herschel 

Grammar. For the Year 7s this was their first ever match representing the Academy and they were very excited 

but nervous also. We have had a fantastic turn out at netball club throughout the year so far with so many Year 

7s attending and with such a high standard also. This is very exciting but also makes the job of team selection 

very difficult for the PE teachers.  

The Year 7 team consisted of Nadeen Alabdallat, Simone Williams, Charlene Mugari, Isabella Dos Santos, 

Saloni Bhagi, Nikita Doal, Diya Dosanjh and Shae Stritch. In the first half of the match the play from both teams 

was very inconsistent with lots of confusion from the girls as to where they were allowed on the court and lots 

of footwork offences. However in the second half the play improved greatly and the girls overcame the nerves 

and excitement going on to win the match 3-2. 

The Year 8s team consisted of Fernanda Essah, Amelia Samms, Ashley Mutasa, Canndy Gyamfi, Zoe Dube, 

Jamillah Abdulrahman, Emily Di Constanzo and Kirah Gill and they played well throughout the game, however 

they gave away too many opportunities to Herschel Grammar resulting in them losing 14-5. This was a shame 

for their first game of the season, however I hope they keep their heads up and come back fighting and training 

harder for their next matches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 Netball team Year 7 Netball team 
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Museum Learning 

Puppets from around the world 

The Museum Learning exhibition this term looked at 

‘Puppets from around the world’. Puppets are used 

all over the world to tell stories and entertain both 

children and adults. Stories are important because 

they are a form of communication. Puppets are used 

to entertain audiences but also to teach them 

traditional stories about their country. 

Puppetry is used as a communication tool to educate 

audiences of different ages on diverse issues, cultural 

history and current social themes. It is therefore 

interesting to look at how different countries use 

puppets. Different cultures are celebrated within the museum cases as a range of puppet styles from different 

countries are displayed. It is interesting to see that despite coming from across the world the techniques and 

designs are quite similar from culture to culture.   
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Send my Friend to School 

In September, as part of our contribution to the Send My Friend to School campaign The 

Langley Academy welcomed two Young Ambassadors, Isaac and Jessy, from Malawi. The 

Malawi students visited the academy along with their Head Teacher, Mervyn and a 

member of staff called Sarah from Oxfam Malawi. The visitors took part in a tour of the 

school before having a meeting with our Send My Friend to School Campaign Champions, 

Rachel Essah and Zaafir Virmani and Mr Raymond (Head of Internationalism). The visitors also got to experience 

our school food as they joined us for lunch in the restaurant.  

Sarah, Jessy and Isaac have been working on a 

project in the Kasungu region of Malawi to 

increase the number of children, particularly girls, 

able to go to school. Their visit to the Academy 

was part of their two week tour in the UK where 

they were spreading their message about 

education in Malawi and trying to gain support for 

more investment in their education. The students 

were able to share stories of their experiences of 

education. The discussions were very insightful as 

it enabled our students to have a better understanding of how access to education differs in different areas of 

the world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term Rachel and Zaafir also attended a meeting at the Department for International Development. The Send 

my Friend to School Campaign chose our students out of this year’s 20 Campaign Champions to speak at this 

event which is an excellent achievement. The meetings focus was youth civil society groups, global education 

and being young activists. Rachel and Zaafir spoke about their contributions to the Send My Friend Campaign, 

the importance of education, why it is important to work with marginalised people as well as why the voice of 

young people and youth leadership is important. The meeting was a success and both our students and the 

Malawi students gave DFID a lot of food for thought. 

https://www.sendmyfriend.org/
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What is the meaning of childhood? 

Ms Blay took Year 12 Sociology over to The Langley Academy Primary to look at the playground and to see how 

Year 1 play. This visit helped the Year 12s understand how children play in present day society and led into 

discussions about childhood through time. With the aid of Space Barbie and booties from a Victorian doll the 

students discussed what childhood was like during different periods of history and how childhood is a social 

construct. 

 

How would you market a teapot? 

Year 9 Business students used objects from the museum store to think 

about how products are marketed. They looked at a Gambian teapot 

and stove, a model Jaguar car, Space Camp Barbie and Astronaut Barbie. 

They used the objects and their packaging to discuss marketing 

techniques and how the students could add value to the products. 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 Art 

Year 10 Art students used a range of museum objects from butterflies to a didgeridoo to help them explore 

different themes within their still life drawing. Students used taxidermy from the museum collection to explore 

the theme of wild, letters in Victorian bottles to show the theme of messages, thread and typewriters to explore 

connections and communication as well as lots more.  

 

Museum Learning Conference 

Our Museum Learning Conference - Curiosity, Exploration, Discovery: A Broad and Balanced Curriculum that 

Grows Cultural Capital took place on 11 October. This year we aimed the conference at teachers as well as 

museum professionals, it was a successful day with an even amount of teachers to museum professionals and 

69 attendees overall.  

The conference looked at what Ofsted means by cultural capital and how our museum learning focus increases 

students’ access to culture. We had two guest speakers, Educationalist Mary Myatt and Dr Penny Hay along with 

workshops led by our museum and cultural partners and from staff within The Arbib Education Trust. 

Some feedback for attendees included:  “Very useful conversation and thought provoking.” 

“What an inspiring day! Lovely to know how teachers are using museum resources creatively in the curriculum.” 

 

“A very insightful day - thank you all for widening my perspective on the way museums can be used in schools.” 
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Looking ahead to next term… 

2019 is the 200 year anniversary of Queen Victoria’s birth. Museum learning term 

will focus on change in the Victorian Age. What were the roots of the Empire? What 

changes did this age see? What impact was there on medicine, science, transport, 

education and wider society? 

These are all question that with the help of our museum friends we will be able to 

illustrate in the cases and through workshops next term.  

 

 

And finally, a date for the diary…. 

“All of the fun and none of the hassle” 

Saturday 23 November 2019 is the date for our annual free family coach trip to London.  

This is for families to enjoy London’s Museums together. You will alight at Exhibition Road in London, home of 

some amazing free museums. See your child’s subjects come to life: experiment with ground-breaking science 

at the Science Museum, admire the V&A Museum’s collection of costumes from plays studied in Drama and 

English and get up close to world famous art and design. From sea creatures to selfies come and see your 

children’s knowledge in action at some of the country’s best museums. 

 
 

The Natural History Museum 
Caring for the natural world 

The Science Museum 
Astonishing Science 

The V&A Museum 
Home of great design 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please book via ParentPay. We have 100 seats only and they will be allocated in order of booking.   

 Booking for students who qualify for Pupil Premium is from 22 October 2019  

 Booking to all students and staff is from 4 November 2019  
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Learning Resource Centre (LRC) 
 

The LRC had a wonderful start to the Academic Year. Boxes and boxes of new books arrived over the summer 

holidays and found their way onto the shelves and into the small revolving carousels that now adorn each of the 

Library tables. The fact that the Library shelves are once again starting to look bare is testament to the 

enthusiasm with which our students have been borrowing! On that note, if parents and students could use the 

break to have a good look through their shelves and return any Langley Academy Library books they may find 

to the LRC at the start of next term, I should be most grateful. 

The LRC is well-used during break and lunch times. Mondays and Wednesdays are for quiet reading and 

homework (although enforcing the concept of ‘quiet’ remains a challenge!), while Tuesdays and Thursdays are 

Board Games days. Chess has proved particularly popular with students, but draughts is taking off, while Snakes 

and Ladders, and Ludo are also enjoyed. Word games such as Bananagrams and Scrabble are available, as are 

Dominos and Jenga. 

During this term, the Library has highlighted various annual events including Banned Book Week and National 

Poetry Day. For Banned Book Week visitors to the Library were encouraged to Lift the Flap of several books to 

find out why such publications as Roald Dahl’s Witches or Lewis Carrol’s Alice in Wonderland might have been 

banned or challenged at some point over the past decades, and to consider whether censorship of any kind is 

justifiable. On National Poetry Day, favourite poems were displayed in the Library and around the academy for 

students to read and enjoy, while teachers chose poems that reflected their subjects to put on their class 

doors. 

Looking forward to next term, the LRC is excited to be working with the Museums Department on their upcoming 

Victorian project. I can feel a Classics Challenge, a Gothic Gallery and a Dickensian Display coming on … watch 

this space! 

 

Place2Be 

This academic year, The Langley Academy continues its work with Place2Be 

to improve the confidence and wellbeing of students. There may be times 

when students feel particularly sad, anxious, confused, fearful or angry due to 

problems such as separation or illness, or even death of a much-loved pet. 

Some students may become withdrawn; others may become demanding or 

challenging in their behaviour at school or at home: that’s when having 

Place2Be in school is especially helpful. Place2Be works with students one-to-

one and in small groups.  
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There is a special Place2Be room at the academy where students can go to express and think about their worries 

through talking, creative work and therapy. All students can find help with friendship issues and/or other worries 

by choosing to visit Place2Talk during lunchtime/House Tutor Time. Individual sessions can also be arranged if 

this is beneficial. If you would like to know more or would like for your child to be involved, please enquire within 

the academy or contact our Place2Be Mental Health Practitioner, Richa richa.basra@langleyacademy.org / 

01753 214 440. She is available all day Monday and Tuesday and Wednesday mornings.  

 

Careers and Work Experience 

Work related visits 

Students from Years 10 and 11 have attended 

‘Ways into Work’ workshops at Mars Wrigley and 

O2 Telefonica. 

Year 10 students interacted with Mars Wrigley 

employees finding out about apprenticeships and 

what employers are looking for in prospective 

employees whilst taking part in team building 

activities with students from other local schools. 

Year 11 students worked in groups with students 

from other schools and employees from O2 Telefonica.  They received advice on updating their CV, found out 

what skills and qualities employers are looking for and took part in some interview practice sessions. 

Work Experience 

Year 10 work experience will be w/c 2 March 2020 and students have been bringing in their own work placement 

sheets all term.  All outstanding placement forms need to be handed in to Ms Turner on the first day back after 

the autumn break. 

If any Parents/Carers work at a local company who would be able to accommodate one of our Year 10 students 

next March please let Mr Goodyear or Ms Turner know and we can pass this information on to interested 

students who may be struggling to find a suitable placement. 

Careers Education, Information, Advice, and Guidance (CEIAG) 

When we return in November careers lessons will begin for all students during weekly House Tutor lessons 

where we will be encouraging every student to sign up to Unifrog and ask all our parents and carers to have a 

look at this resource with their children. Unifrog is a complete destinations platform – a one-stop-shop for 

students across KS3, KS4 and KS5 regardless of their interests or academic ability. We currently use this with our 

6th Form where students can compare every university course, apprenticeship and FE course in the UK as well 

as universities in 30 other countries across the world. Our younger students can use Unifrog to find labour 

market information (LMI) and advice on careers and subjects for all routes.  Students can use the platform to 

record and evidence key activities and competencies and their CEIAG interactions as well as prepare their CV’s 

and personal statements.  

mailto:richa.basra@langleyacademy.org
http://www.unifrog.org/
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All Year 11 students have at least one face-to-face guidance meeting with a Level 6 Qualified Careers Coach from 

Adviza and these meetings have been happening since we returned in September and will go on until the Spring 

Holiday. Every student in the academy has access to our Careers Area and can request a meeting with Ms Turner, 

Careers Officer who can then arrange a further meeting with Adviza if necessary.   

 

We have our own Careers Webpages on The Langley Academy website which shows our Careers Policy and 

lessons, our progress with the Gatsby Benchmarks and our termly Careers Magazine.  There are separate 

pages for each Key Stage, a page for Parents and Carers as well as pages on work experience and 

apprenticeships. We update our home page and Twitter feed with careers news and local opportunities. 

Please have a look at the site and follow us on Twitter @TLACareers.  Any feedback/suggestions on our careers 

and work experience programmes is much appreciated. 

 

Message from Slough Children’s Services Trust 

We all want the best for children which is why Slough Children’s Services Trust is proud to have an amazing 

collection of foster carers providing safe and loving homes to vulnerable children who, for various reasons, are 

unable to live with their own family. However, the Trust urgently needs more carers so could you open up your 

home to a child in need? As a foster carer with the Trust, you will receive: excellent training, 24/7 support and 

generous payments. If you’re worried about the impact it might have on your own children, as one of the Trust’s 

existing carers said: “I can honestly say that being part of a fostering family makes my kids the amazing little 

people they are.” Feeling inspired? Text FOSTER to 60066 to find out more. 

 


