
  

 

                                                                                   

                                                                                     

 

 

In this first newsletter of the academic year I want to say how lovely it is to have all students and staff back on 

site; we have made a very positive start in these extraordinary times. A warm welcome to all new students, 

parents, carers and staff. It is always a pleasure to meet our new starters and we have been very impressed with 

how well everyone has settled. They have joined us at a time when the Academy is running differently and 

without most of the usual transition and induction activities. Well done to all.  

Due to the current restrictions there are far fewer events than we would usually enjoy. You will see in the 

newsletter that we are trying to give the best experience we can, both in school and when delivering 

opportunities remotely.  

This year we posted videos for the Academy Open Evening, including a virtual tour with our student leadership 

team. We have also held remote ‘Meet the Tutor’ afternoons for families in Years 7 and 8. Students in Years 12 

and 13 have had their Key to Success evenings on Microsoft Teams too. Thank you to all families who engaged 

with the events. Moving forward we hope that more of you will embrace these opportunities as we work 

together with the new norms. Next term we will hold a Parents’ Forum meeting online to get your feedback on 

these matters as well as the remote and blended learning we have put in place.  

We have managed to offer some on site activities and are fortunate, again this year, to be able to offer the Talk 

the Talk oracy programme across all year groups. The first workshops went ahead as planned on site for Years 

7, 11 and 13; other year groups will have their sessions next term. These focused on developing the confidence 

to speak in their new classroom environments for Year 7 whereas the older students worked on presenting their 

ideas and structuring arguments. Please do talk to your children about it. 

6th Form students were able to move into the newly refurbished 6th Form Centre at the start of the year and are 

now fully appreciating the huge improvement to their learning environment. The Year 13 UCAS process has 

started and so far this term we have successfully sent seven early entry applications. These include applications 

to both Oxford and Cambridge, and the subjects Chemistry, Medicine and History. Some students have had 

offers back already; which is a brilliant start as they plan and prepare for the next stage of their life.  

I would like to thank the whole academy community for their ongoing commitment and support. We look 

forward to working closely with you to ensure all our students are safe, happy and successful after the 

uncertainties of recent months.  

Finally, I must thank all members of staff for working so hard this term and making it the great success it has 

been.  

Wishing you all a safe and restful half term.  

Alison Lusuardi – Headteacher 
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OCTOBER   

Friday 23 End of Autumn Term 1 13:40 

   

NOVEMBER   

Monday 2 Start of Autumn Term 2 08:20 

Wednesday 11 6th Form Open Evening  

Thursday 19 Year 10 Parent/Carer Evening  

Monday 23 Parent Forum (Zoom)  17:30 – 19:00 

   

DECEMBER   

Thursday 3 Year 8 Parent/Carer Evening  

Friday 18 End of Autumn Term 2  

 

Admissions Process Year 7 September 2021 

Entrance Test and Registration Form 

The Academy is committed to providing high quality education for children of all abilities and to ensure all 

children have an equal chance of being offered a place. In order to be considered for a place all applicants must 

complete:  

 A Local Education Authority (LEA) Common Application Form, known as a CAF, which goes to your 

LEA and can also be completed online on or by 31 October 2020. 

 The Langley Academy Registration Form, available from our website, which needs to be sent directly 

to The Academy on or by 31 October 2020. 

 

Once The Academy receive the registration form, your child will be required to sit a test of general, non-verbal 

intelligence, provided and independently assessed by the GL Assessment Group.  

The Entrance Test (Non-Verbal Reasoning) will be held on Saturday 14 November 2020 

Please note that your child can not be considered for a place until they have sat the test. So if you do apply for 

a place through your LEA ensure you also complete and send The Langley Academy Registration Form to the 

academy and that your child attends the test on the above date.   

Does my child automatically get a place if they have a sibling attending The Academy? 

NO. After children with an Education Health and Care Plan, looked after children, students of staff employed by 

the Arbib Education Trust (see the Admissions Policy on our website for Entry into TLA Year 7 September 2021 

for full details) and students from The Langley Heritage Primary, siblings will be offered based on distance criteria 

up to the maximum band number of 20 places. Once a band is filled in line with the admissions criteria students 

over and above 20 will be placed on the waiting list within that banding measured on distance criteria. 

Dates for your Diary 
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The year started with greeting all the new Year 7s and collecting in their House Summer Challenge. This year’s 

challenge was finding an object in your house worthy enough to be displayed in a museum and explain why it 

should have that honour. There were some amazing entries and Darwin House came 1st but there was some 

great effort from all the students, particularly, Aiden Sykes, Martha Duckett, Keyan Patel, Kiran Sagoo, Josh 

Pergusey, Samuel Marzetti, Borys Swider, Sienna Nijjar and Amman Sagoo. I do wish to mention the following 

students for making me feel very old. 

                           Amman Sagoo 7He 
 

                        Josh Pergusey 7Gl 

 
 

I remember both of these objects as if it was yesterday, but I totally agree with both students; 

both objects deserve to be in any museum due to their beautiful design and functionality. 

We also gave the Year 7 a quiz, which they did amazingly well at. I asked them to identify 

musical instruments from one of our displays. Look at the picture on the right; can you guess 

what it is? Clue: Comes from Australia and starts with D. 

This was a perfect quiz to give the Year 7 as our cabinets in the museum this term were full 

of musical instruments. Next term the museum will be celebrating Black British History from 

Roman times to now including the Windrush. Arbib House will be supporting and organising 

a House competition, events and an assembly. More information next term. 

 

Mr Blackford - Head of Arbib House 

 
 
 
 
 

ARBIB 
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Did you know that nearly 8% of the human genome is made up of viruses that once infected us? 

A warm welcome to our Year 7 students and Ms Yasmin Musse, their 

House Tutor. Both teacher and students are a vibrant addition to Darwin 

House. It was a pleasure to see how quickly they settled in, made new 

friends and adapted to the ethos of Darwin House.  

As part of the welcome, all Year 7 students had to take part in a House 
challenge, where they designed a winning America’s Cup boat.The quality 
of design and research was amazing.  
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has brought new challenges to our learning and 
experience of Science around us. As ever we will adapt, evolve, overcome 
and succeed.  
 
Looking forward to another successful year. 
 
Mr Muranda - Head of Darwin House 

 
 
 
 
It has been wonderful to be back at The Academy and especially to welcome the new Year 7s into Gaia House, 

putting faces to names after our Zoom calls over the summer. Students were given summer work from all Houses 

and for Gaia I asked them to research how long things take to disintegrate in the ocean. Below are some 

wonderful examples by Year 7s, including a wonderful poster on recycling. I know this enthusiasm is going to 

see us well this year! 

 

Gaia has also started this term off well with students already achieving 1318 House points which is a fantastic 

start, keep it up. I am proud of the resilience the students are currently showing and how much they want to go 

above and beyond, despite the daily challenges they face.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ms Brown - Head of Gaia House 

GAIA 

 

 

DARWIN 
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It has been a strange and difficult first term for us all this year as we have had to deal with the new challenges 

that we face on an everyday basis across the academy. However, I feel it important to highlight and celebrate 

the manner in which we have approached these challenges and met them head on! There has also been many 

examples of students excelling in a variety of ways. This term was Globe House Foci Term, which came to a peak 

during Internationalism Week. In light of recent global events, we decided to make the Black Lives Matter 

campaign and fight against racial injustice central to our House activities. The students really engaged with the 

week and their strong belief in inclusiveness and diversity was shown in the posters and poems that were 

submitted to highlight the importance of equality. This is something that I believe we can all be proud of at the 

academy. I have attached below the winners of our poster and poetry competitions – picking just three winners 

was an incredibly hard job to do!! Congratulations to all our winners and well done to everyone who entered! 

 

On a more regular note, I would firstly like to once again welcome our new Year 7s to the academy and I hope 

that your first term here was a good one and full of learning! We can also celebrate that in the first 7 weeks 

alone, Globe House has accumulated 1,375 achievement points! I hope we can keep this going into next term 

and really stake a claim for the House Cup by the end of the year. There is plenty to look forward to going into 

the Christmas term but I hope that you all enjoy your break over October half-term, and take care of yourselves! 

Mr Raymond - Head of Globe House 
 
 
 

 

It has been a very strange but also very positive start to the year for Grace House. Year 7 Grace have really 

stepped up to the mark, especially as this has been their transition between Primary and Secondary education. 

Their maturity has really shone through and they have already become a cherished part of The Langley Academy 

community.  

At the other end of the school, Year 11 Grace have also made huge progress in preparation for their upcoming 

mock exams. Their organisation as well as their willingness to achieve is putting in place all the groundwork they 

need to achieve their full potential.  

GLOBE 

 

 

GRACE 
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8Grace have followed on from a very successful year last year as Year 7 and continued to grow not only in 

maturity but also physically. 10Grace are showing promise and continuing to engage with their school work and 

external enrichment such as rowing with Mr Weare. We would like to also thank Ms Chanter, the newest 

member of the Grace House Tutor team who is in charge of 7Grace and doing a fantastic job. All of the other 

House Tutors have stayed the same from last year which is great for the students, but also for the House morale 

in general. 

 

Have a nice break. 

Mr Ferrin - Head of Grace House 

 

 

 
 

To start I would like to send a thank you to all House Tutors for their hard work so far this year. The first term 

can always be difficult for teacher and students after such a long break from school and work. The intensity 

increases by the week as the light in the day shortens, I hope they all enjoy a well-deserved rest over half term. 

It has been a good start for the new students in Year 7 and am looking forward to them continuing to settle in 

the academy. I am very happy that their average attendance is over our expectation of 96.1% and that plenty of 

the students are gaining lots of achievement points! I also want to congratulate 8Henley for having the most 

achievement points this term in Henley House. 8Henley also have a higher average attendance than the 

academy’s expectation of 96.1%, which is impressive. Well done! 

For KS4 the students are all working well, the Year 9’s have settled into their new option choices. The Year 10’s 

now have their last two years before the final exams and Year 11 are at their final stretch. For the Year 11’s I 

want to wish you all the best with your upcoming mocks and hope your hard work is rewarded. 

Mr Sussex - Head of Henley House 

 

HENLEY 
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6th Form 

Sandeep Dhillon and Zishan Chaudhrey have helped create the NHS memorial piece outside the Toby Carvery 

with their youth group.  

As you can see they have done an excellent job and we are very proud of them. 

Aaron Forth – Assistant Headteacher 

 

CAPA 

Art 

To kick start this term, we held a KS3 exhibition of photographs that students took during their time in lockdown 

with the theme “What does lockdown mean to me”. We were impressed with the entries with some of the best 

showcased below: 
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Year 7s have started the term looking at colour and shape theory, comparing Matisse with Kandinsky, creating 

their own abstract collage which led to research about the artist Nikki Farquharson. They have also been 

developing their ability to voice opinions and share ideas through every session’s “What do you think”; a chance 

for them to experience different works of art from throughout time. 

Year 8s have been delving into their projects of identity, firstly exploring themselves and what makes them them 

before exploring the artist Keith Haring and creating works based in his style. The students enjoyed analysing his 

social activist pieces which helped them with the BLM poster challenge set by Globe House this term. Their final 

piece collages linked together themselves with Keith Haring’s style to showcase their design skills. 

Year 9 have started looking deeper into skills needed to complete GCSE art. This has started with looking at 

different materials they may want to use throughout the next few years. By focusing on still life, students have 

had the chance to explore the blending and tonal skills through mediums such as colouring pencil and 

watercolour. 

Year 10 and 11 have been continuing their coursework projects, 

working around the challenges the current situation has put upon their 

work and continue to build upon the foundations they created last 

year. 

Year 12 are exploring different materials under the theme architecture. 

So far they have been looking at watercolour and brusho, developing 

into with pen as seen by this piece by Kamalpreet.  

Year 13, like Years 10 and 11, are furthering their projects started last 

year. Working with different materials and styles such as expressive oil 

paints and detailed drawings the girls are showing their skills well 

through their project. 
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Drama 

 

The start of this year for Drama has looked 

very different. In KS3 the students have 

had the opportunity to watch and review 

the brilliant production of the Railway 

Children performed at the National Rail 

Museum. They have thoroughly enjoyed 

this and have learnt a great deal about 

performance and production. The end of 

term assessment involved designing a 

costume for the production in a changed 

context. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 have been working practically, which is possible due to a 

Drama space being available within their bubble. They have been 

studying the playscript DNA by Dennis Kelly. Working towards an end 

of term assessment where they perform a section of the script. The 

learning has been focussed on characterisation and naturalism.  

Next term students will have workshop-based lessons to further 

develop their performance skills.  

 

Year 10 have been completing a mock component 3 exam, this involves 

them performing two key extracts from a chosen play. We have been 

looking at their set text, which is Blood Brothers by Willy Russell. Each 

week they have had a focus on a performance skill from voice to 

movement based and then applied those skills to the scenes. They have 

created some fantastic scenes and improved their knowledge of the set 

text. Alongside this, in written lesson, students have been focussing on 

the 8 Mark question of the exam where they will need to discuss the 

performance skills they would use and what they would convey to the 

audience.  
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Due to COVID Year 11 would have completed component 2 (40% of the GCSE) in Year 10, however from 

September they have been working in groups to create, devise and perform an original piece of drama. Students 

were given a range of thought provoking and current stimuli which consisted of images, poems and song lyrics. 

The students then chose the stimuli which interested them the most and then collaboratively created a 

performance. This performance exam will be completed after half-term and marked, this alongside the written 

coursework will determine 40% of their overall GCSE grade.  

 

Museum Learning 

What is Percussion Music? 

This terms exhibition has 

showcased percussion 

instruments from around the 

world.  

The Percussion Family includes 

instruments that produce sound 

when hit, struck, scraped or 

shaken.  

 

 

The instruments displayed have allowed us to explore the history and role of drums in different countries, the 

African origins of different music styles and the effect of metal or natural materials to the sound an object makes.  

Not all students this term have been able to see the exhibition in the atrium so we created an online exhibition 

to share across the school. If you would like to view this please click the following link: 

https://sway.office.com/EBrrGdkUKbTUeyHZ?ref=Link 

 

https://sway.office.com/EBrrGdkUKbTUeyHZ?ref=Link
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How many different ways can you shake a shaker? 

Year 7 used the shakers within this terms exhibition to think about sonority 

(the unique sound of different instruments) and experimented with ways 

to make them sound different. 

Students came up with 3 adjectives 

to describe the sonority of their 

shaker.  

They also explored the Families of 

the Orchestra through looking at our 

musical instrument mobile.  

 

Diwali Dance Workshop 

A small group of Year 8 students took part in dance workshops run in 

partnership with Reading Museum, The Museum of English Rural Life and 

Kala the Arts. Students worked with Kala the Arts to explore the story and 

celebrations around Diwali and traditional Odissi Dance. 

The student took part in online workshops where they learnt hand shapes, expressions, body positions and 

dance steps to tell part of the Story of Rama and Sita through dance.  

Looking ahead to next term…. 

Novels That Changed the World 

In Music and English lessons next term Year 7 students will have the opportunity to take 

part in some Samba Drumming workshops. 

Students will work with Slough Music Service and develop a response to an extract from 

Noughts and Crosses as part of a BBC initiative.  

 

Museum Learning Term 

Black people have lived, had families and died in Britain since Roman 

times. The “Ivory Bangle Lady” found buried in York alongside her jet and 

ivory bangles and glass mirror gives us an example of a wealthy woman. 

By the 1500s there were hundreds of Black Tudors. They lived in English 

towns and country villages, born here or having travelled from Africa, 

Europe or the Spanish Caribbean.  

In term 2 we will be looking at British history and black lives. How did Britain benefit from the slave trade? What 

was the impact of the SS Empire Windrush on British society? What is the Windrush Scandal? How do we change 

in response to Black Lives Matter?  
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Library News 

Like all departments, The Langley Academy Library has had to adapt to the restrictions imposed on us all by the 

Covid pandemic.  In light of these restrictions, the library’s priority this term has been to ensure that students 

continue to enjoy the best possible access to books. 

Years 7 to 9 have access to the library on a weekly 

rota and during their week they can come to the 

library for their sessions as normal.  The rest of the 

time the librarian can be seen heaving a somewhat 

unwieldy ‘mobile library’ (a large folding bookcase 

on wheels) around the classrooms where students 

can choose from a slightly restricted, but 

nevertheless varied, selection of books; an 

arrangement that has proved remarkably 

successful. 

Years 10 and 11 have not fared so well since they no longer have timetabled library lessons.  They are therefore 

able to request books on a ‘click and select’ basis.  This is still a work in progress, but any students from these 

year groups can email me: library@langleyacademy.org to request any titles they would like to read and I will 

arrange for them to be delivered to their House Tutor room. 

As we all know, we closed at very short notice in March so I did not have time to ask students to return books 

before lockdown.  I would now request that all students (particularly those in Years 10 and 11) return any 

outstanding books into the returns boxes which can be found in each House Tutor room. 

With limited access to the Library it is not easy to create accessible displays but National Poetry Day, with its 

theme ‘Vision’, was celebrated with poems being posted around the school for students and staff to enjoy.  

Meanwhile October’s Black History Month has been celebrated with displays in both libraries and new titles 

covering many aspects of this theme being promoted. 

6th Form Library 

Things have not all been doom and gloom!  One of the highlights of this term has been the opening of the new 

6th Form library which inhabits the space previously occupied by the old 6th Form common room.  With its bank 

of computers and a growing selection of subject-specific titles, the Library is used mainly for silent study and 

research, although later in the day it can be the scene of lively and vigorous debate on various topics of interest 

to its occupants. We have been incredibly impressed and proud of the way in which the 6th Form Students have 

taken to using the space in such a mature and sensible way and look forward to the positive outcomes of such 

concentrated study! 

Hattie Kimberley - Librarian 

 

 

mailto:library@langleyacademy.org

