
  

                                                                                     

 

@LangleyAcademy 

Message from the Headteacher 

As we come to the end of 2021 it may well be considered a year dominated by the many restrictions Covid has 

placed on us as a school, and on the lives of our young people. It is true that the current experience of school 

differs greatly from what it should have been. There are, however, many positives to celebrate as you will see 

throughout our newsletter; we make the most of the many opportunities we have.  

The events and achievements shared here are a tribute to the strong relationships we enjoy at TLA. I’d like to 

thank all of our staff who continue to work incredibly hard to ensure we meet the needs and develop the learning 

and interests of all our students. We are extremely fortunate to have such dedicated colleagues.  

Since September, a great deal of time has had to be spent reviewing learning and adapting practice, both in the 

classroom and pastorally, to address any gaps or concerns that have emerged. As well as ongoing curriculum 

development we have a team of mental health leads bringing best practice into TLA. A colleague from that team 

presented to our recent Parent Forum some research and tips on supporting our young people.  

The Parent Forum also included input on our inclusion and diversity work. Staff shared details of this ongoing, 

Trust-wide priority. You will soon receive a survey on this matter, which we strongly encourage you take the time 

to complete. Early in the new year we will be conducting some parental focus groups to support our equality, 

diversity and inclusion practice; you can sign up through the survey or contact Mr Jeyaratnam.  

Our magnificent Christmas Tree was decorated by the students in year 7 who have earned the most achievement 

points since the start of the academic year. We have also enjoyed a spectacular Christmas tree made of books, 

with thanks to Mrs Kimberley and her student helpers in the Library. Fortunately, we have been able to collect for 

and produce food hampers again this year. They look amazing sitting under the tree before being delivered to a 

local charity, DASH, at the end of term.  
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Please do visit the Academy website over the holidays for any updates on arrangements for January. Given the 

current, worrying, Covid situation we have to be prepared for the possibility of last-minute changes. You will also 

be able to watch our new Academy video which we feel really captures the essence of how it is to be student at 

TLA. I am sure you will enjoy it.  

I hope that you will all be able to enjoy the holidays and spend time with family and friends happily and in good 

health. 

Season’s Greetings,  

Alison Lusuardi – Headteacher 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 

DECEMBER 2021   

Friday 17 End of Autumn Term  12:00 

 Christmas Holiday  

JANUARY 2022   

Wednesday 5 INSET Day - No students at Academy  

Thursday 6 Start of Spring Term  08:20 
 

Enrichment Clubs - The enrichment clubs will commence from Monday 10 January 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

Work For Us 

The Langley Academy has excellent facilities, a welcoming Academy community and a leadership team with high 

aspirations for our students and staff.  If you are interested in working for us then please visit our Academy 

website https://langleyacademy.org/ where you will find information about our current vacancies and an online 

application form.  If you have any queries, please contact Tara Mackay, PA to Headteacher and HR Lead. 

https://langleyacademy.org/
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ARBIB 

This term was the Museum Learning Term or Arbib Term – it was dedicated to the consultation about the future 

of our House system. We wanted all students to reflect and consider the current values of all our Houses. This 

was done by introducing the values behind the Olympics and then using the information in student’s planners to 

discuss and share the values of each House. Students and staff were then encouraged to complete a questionnaire 

about the future of the House system. The consultation will continue into next term.  We aim to have a new 

system that everyone can have ownership of by September 2022. 

Every term we always have House competitions and this term was no different, we had 6 competitions for each 

House and anyone could enter any competition, so a Henley student could enter the Darwin House competition 

and so on. Each competition is shown below (answers on next page): 
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All students had until midnight on Saturday 12 December to enter the competition and the Houses with the most 

correct entries were given the most House points.  Individual winners were drawn from the correct entries the 

individual winners were as follows 

• Arbib competition - Nicole Evans 10Arbib 

• Darwin competition - Daisha Nakanwag 7Darwin 

• Gaia competition - Namreet Gill 9Gaia 

• Globe competition - Nihal Hans 7Arbib 

• Grace competition - Varnika Burle 10Arbib 

• Henley competition - Akansha Das 7Henley 

All will receive a sweet treat for their effort. The overall House winners will be revealed in the assembly at the end 

of Term. So well done to all the that entered the House competitions in term 2. 

 

Next term will be Gaia’s term so expect exciting competitions on sustainability, recycling and saving energy. We 

will focus on Climate Change, Sustainability and the Future We Want. One of the competitions will be to build a 

model out of recycled material that represents your House, one model per Tutor Group, so start collecting you 

recycling over Christmas! 

Mr Blackford – Head of Arbib House 

 
 
 
 

 

Answers: 

ARBIB 
1.Flint/Hand axe 
2.A Globe 
3.Cricket bat 
4.Butterfly 
5.Watering Can/Spout 
6.W.G Grace 
7.Shoe 
8.Rowing machine 
9.Programme from Henley Regatta 
10.Charles Darwin 

DARWIN 
1.Great White Shark 
2.Leopard 
3.Orangutan  
4.Elephant 
5.Rhino 
6.Tiger 
7.Tuna 
8.Whale 
9.Panda 
10.Endangered 

GAIA 
1.True 
2.True 
3.True 
4.True 
5.Ture 
6.Ture 
7.Ture 
8.True 

GRACE 
1.Bails 
2.Australia 
3.Glamorganshire 
4.Umpire 
5.True 
6.England 
7.Leg before wicket 
8.Umpire 
9.Cork, string & leather 
10.1900 

GLOBE 
1.French 
2.Russian 
3.Chinese/Mandarin 
4.German 
5.Arabic 
6.Swahili 
7.Hebrew 
8.Turkish 
9.Hindi 
10.Polish 

HENLEY 
1.Painter 
2.Breastplate 
3.Gunwhale 
4.Oarlocks 
5.Transom Key 
6.Transom 
7.Sculling Hole 
8.Stern seat 
9.Midship seat 
10.Bow seat 
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6th Form 

Government & Politics 

It was my great honour to challenge Manvir, Politics Subject Rep and all-time 

connoisseur about the Royal Family, to a “Battle Royale” where we could each share 

our knowledge of this integral part of British society. The Tea with the Queen event 

was not only fun and pleasant, but also educational. I particularly enjoyed the deep 

patriotism and diligence which went into creating this event, to the extent that Her 

Majesty herself was able to delight us with her presence. I would say it has helped me 

better understand the upcoming Component 2 part of the Politics Spec, as well as to 

gain a fuller understanding of A Level Politics in general. 

 

English                                                                                               

Another busy term in English with lots of different things taking place 

for various year groups. Notably, Year 10 began the study of A 

Christmas Carol (A GCSE Literature set text) and many had the enriching 

experience of seeing a performance of the text on stage in our Atrium. 

As always, The Globe Players bought to life some of Dickens’ most 

notorious characters, allowing our students to become more confident 

with the story itself, as well as consolidating their understanding of the 

context of the novella. 

Year 11 have also had a busy term with many students working hard to revise for their mock exams. They are now 

moving on to look more closely at the content for Paper 2 for both Language and Literature. Ofqual have 

announced changes to the GCSE English Literature exam papers in summer 2022. The announcement confirmed 

reduced subject content which has led to a change in the format of the Literature paper. The revised exam papers 

will be as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English Literature Paper 1 English Literature Paper 2 

Section A 
Love and Relationships Poetry 
30 marks (AO1, AO2, AO3) 

Section A Compulsory  
Macbeth 
30 marks (AO1, AO2, AO3) 
+4 marks (AO4) 
 

Section B  
A Christmas Carol 
30 marks (AO1, AO2, AO3) 

Section B Compulsory 
Part 1  
Unseen Poetry  
24 marks (AO1, AO2)  
+4 marks (AO4) 
Part 2  
Unseen Poetry Comparison 
8 marks (AO2) 
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KS3 

Following on from the online workshops from the Museum of English Rural Life, 15 students were selected to visit 

the museum in Reading and take part in further workshops. Similar, Year 8 had their Museum Learning Week, in 

which they explored sources from both World Wars in order to create more empathetic writing in the form of 

Diary entries.  

 

Accelerated Reader Awards  

Our top readers and Literary Heroes for this term are: 

• Year 7: Zakariya Abdeali 

• Year 8: Jai Sharma 

• Year 9: Narmah Asmaa 

• Year 10: Ashriel Pahoyo 

Please remember to keep quizzing over the holidays on Accelerated Reader. This can be accessed via useful links 

on the TLA Website.  

 

Catch-Up 

Catch up has continued this term and invites to continue will be sent out after Christmas. Lexia has also started 

for selected students who may need additional literacy support. Please continue to encourage students to access 

this at home. 

Train your brain for comprehension 

Reading bookmarks have been handed out to all KS3 students. The following strategies support the information 

on the reading bookmarks. This can all be used to help support literacy at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 PREDICT 
  
Make a prediction when: 
• A title is given 
• Headings are provided 
• The author poses a question 
 in the text 
• The text suggests what will be discussed next 
Prediction stems: 
• Based on the title, I predict this is going to be 
about... 
• I already know these things about the topic/story... 
• I think the next chapter or section will be about... 
• Based on... (a clue), I predict... 
• Based on what ___ said/did, 
 I predict... 

 QUESTION 
  
Ask teacher-like questions: 
• Who is ___? 
• What is/does ___? 
• When/where is ___? 
• Why is ___ significant? 
• Why does ___ happen? 
• What are the parts of ___? 
• How is ___ an example of ___? 
• How do ___ and ___ compare? 
• How are ___ and ___ different? 
• What is most important ___? 
• What is your opinion of ___? 
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TOP TIP: Don’t forget to pop on subtitles for all of those family movies over the holidays. It can help improve 

literacy skills. 

 

Maths 

 

This term, from Year 7 to 11, the Maths Faculty has carried on the work on deep understanding, confidence and 

competence in maths, with opportunities to close gaps in learning due to the pandemic.  

Once again, it has been nice to be back teaching in 

classrooms, with the freedom to change layouts. In 

terms of content, the foci have been: 

• Year 7 - Place Value and Proportion 

• Year 8 - Representations  

• Year 9 - Developing Numbers and 3 

Dimensions  

• Year 10 - Developing Algebra  

• Year 11 - Developing Algebra and 

Geometry 

CLARIFY 
 
Clarify hard parts when: 
• You don't understand 
• You can't follow the text 
• You don't know what a word means 
 
Clarifying stems: 
• I don't really understand ... 
• A question I have is ... 
• A question I'd like answered by the author is ... 
• One word/phrase I do not understand is ... 

SUMMARIZE 
 
How to do a summary: 
• Look for the topic sentence 
• Look for who, what, when, where, why, and 
how 
 
Summary stems: 
• This text is mostly about ... 
• The topic sentence is ... 
• The author is trying to tell me... 
 
A framed summary sentence: 
This story/passage about ___ begins with ___, 
discusses (or develops) the idea that ___, and 
ends with ___. 
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We have had our first Palindrome Day on 12.11.21, to foster our love of numbers across the curriculum. 

 
In Year 7, a group of students has been selected to attend small group tuitions as part of the national programme 

of Numeracy Catch-up, to help them to shorten/close the gaps with their peers. In Year 11, a group of students 

has been selected to attend our Intervention Programme, small group lessons with a specifically designed 

curriculum. Year 11 and 13 have completed their mock examinations; if students have missed part or all of it, they 

will catch up in January. 

The Maths faculty also has been running the several enrichment programmes, which have been proven to be very 

popular (some of them with more 50 students!): Rubik’s Cube, Chess Club, UKMT Challenge and Sci-facts Debate. 

Our enrichment activities aim to open students' minds to the breadth and depth of mathematics, foster/develop 

brain fitness, feel good about solving a challenge and develop communication skills. 

Sadly, the Maths Faculty will be saying goodbye to Ms Butzen. Ms Butzen joined The Langley Academy in 

September 2009. She started her journey as an overseas and newly qualified teacher of Maths having completed 

her Maths degree in her native Chicago, USA. It was also her first time leave to leave America and come to Europe. 

Ms Butzen did well to settle down quickly, learn about the English curriculum and way of life. She quickly gained 

the UK Qualified Teacher Status and took on different roles at the Academy to broaden her teaching experience 
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and leadership. She leaves the Academy having risen to the position of Assistant Deputy Head Teacher and now 

move on to the role of Deputy Head in January. Thank you, Ms Butzen, for your excellence in teaching and your 

commitment to the students at the Academy. You will be surely be missed. Best wishes for the future. 

Plea to Parents/Carers: please encourage and monitor the completion of Maths homework. Your support is 

much appreciated. 

Please, use the holiday to re-stock your Maths equipment: we need geometry sets (including protractor, ruler 

and compasses) and calculator (check batteries, especially if you are in Year 10 and 11). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science 

Learning Resources 

We are happy to announce the launch of our new online platform Doddle Learn which all students from KS3-KS5 

have access to. We are looking forward to the resource being used for independent learning, revision, and 

homework. The platform can be accessed at www.doddlelearn.co.uk and all students should receive their logon 

details before the end of term.  

Lab books and revision guides can be purchased on ParentPay and students can collect from the Prep Room 

thereafter. 

Mock examinations 

Year 11 and 13 worked hard preparing for mock examinations showing resilience and tenacity. Letters to parents 

will advise where the need for compulsory revision has been identified. 

http://www.doddlelearn.co.uk/
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The Langley Academy Regeneration Garden 

The 26th UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP26) was held in Glasgow from 31 October - 13 

November 2021. TLA students took part in the Great Big lesson for Climate and Nature on 5 November 2021. This 

live lecture from COP 26 linked our science curriculum to Climate change, Biodiversity and Sustainability. To give 

students further outdoor learning opportunities, the Science Faculty, working with the Site Management Team 

started The Langley Academy Regeneration Garden. Regeneration is vital for the reestablishment of natural 

habitats in each area. Our garden will regenerate, undisturbed, allowing new seedlings and shoots to establish, in 

addition to selected trees planted at launch. Our Chair of Trust, Dr Oona Stannard officiated the launch, with each 

year eight science class planting a tree.   

 

 

 

Dr Stannard, Ms Lusuardi and students planting trees 
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We are experiencing climate change driven loss of human life, plants, 

and animals, linked to a global temperature increase of 0.8oC in the 

last 300 years. In a closing speech, Keyan Patel Year 8 (below), 

implored everybody to prevent adverse effects of climate change by 

engaging in simple activities such as planting and taking care of trees.  

 

Year 7 have been learning about animal, plant cells specialised cells. They have created fantastic models of 

different specialised animals and plant cells. Examples of students’ models are below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, Year 7 students have been 

learning about structure and function of the 

body systems – level of organisation, gas 

exchange, breathing, skeleton, movement: 

joints, movement: muscles. Students also 

got the opportunity to build skeletons. 
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CAPA 

Art 

This term we took a number of students out on a wonderful school trip 

to London in two parts. One group, our Arts Award students and 6th 

Form art students went to The National Gallery to get a bespoke 

portraiture talk and tour. This included looking at a fabulous painting 

by George Stubbs, a renowned painter of horses, to have an 

interesting discussion on what makes a portrait, and could this 

painting of a horse be a portrait? For some of our students they had 

not been to London and not been to an art gallery before so this was 

a wonderful chance for them to explore somewhere new and to take 

in some new sights. 

In this image you can see our Arts Awards students proudly posing 

outside the gallery.  

 

 

The other part of the trip was for our 6th Form photography students who 

used this as an opportunity to explore London and take some pictures. 

Having just been learning about different techniques they got the chance to 

put them into practise with an on-site photoshoot. This image below by 

Flaviu Lupas in Year 12 gives an example of how they experimented with 

focus, depth and framing a composition. 

 

 

 

 

Wall of Wonderment 

Every term we pick a student from each year group who has created a 

wonderful piece of art to feature on our wall of wonderment. The winner 

gets the chance to choose a prize from our art books prize selection to help 

them develop their skills. As you can see from the image below, we have a 

wonderful range of techniques from our students. Some are pieces that 

they produced in school and some are ones they have created at home or 

in art sessions outside of school. Well done to this term’s winners! 
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Drama 

Year 7 have been exploring a scheme of work around the 

‘Haunting of Darkwood Manor’. Students have been 

exploring the story through the use of different Drama 

techniques such as physical theatre, still image, thought 

tracking and sound scape. Students got to meet the maid 

of the house who gave them lots of information about the 

strange ‘going-ons’ at the manor. She told them about a 

photograph she found that had someone ripped out of it. 

The students later found out this was Millicent, the ghost 

of Darkwood Manor! 

 

This term Year 8 have been exploring the true story of Derek Bentley, who 

was the last man to be hanged in England in 1953. Bentley was sentenced 

to death on 11 December for killing PC Miles during a break-in at a 

warehouse in Croydon, Surrey. He was 19 years old when he was hanged. 

This was due to joint enterprise with Christopher Craig who took the shot 

but Craig was only 16 years old and couldn’t be sentenced to death. This 

case explores injustice due to the fact that Bentley did not hold or fire the 

gun. The case hung on five words that Bentley allegedly said, ‘Let him have 

it, Chris’ which the jury took to mean that Bentley was encouraging Craig to shoot the police officer. Students 

have explored the story using different Drama techniques such as split scene, flashback, hot-seating, direct 

address and narration. 

 

Year 9 have been studying the 

international theatre company ‘Frantic 

Assembly’ and their style of theatre 

called ‘Physical Theatre’. Physical 

Theatre focusses on the use of the body 

to express emotions, storylines and 

characters. This type of theatre is not 

naturalistic or literal, it often is 

symbolic. Students have explored the 

techniques of chair duets, hymns 

hands, round by through, choral 

speech and synchronised movement.  

As their end of term assessment, students have created 3-minute performances showcasing all the techniques 

they have learnt this term.  
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Year 10 have been working hard this term looking at Section C of their written exam. The 

written exam in Drama is worth 40% of the overall GCSE. For Section C of the exam, 

students have to answer a 32-mark question on a piece of theatre they have seen. This 

term we have been watching the recorded version of ‘Billy Elliot - The Musical’. Students 

have been making notes and taking quotes down from the production in order to analyse 

and evaluate the actors within the production. Alongside this, students have also been 

studying the three design elements of Blood Brothers, lighting, set and costume. They will 

be asked a four-mark question in their exam around on of these design elements.  

 
This term, Year 11 Drama students have been exploring and rehearsing their scripted extracts. Students have 

been working on a duologue and a monologue from plays such as ‘Curious incident of the dog in the night- time’ 

by Mark Haddon and Simon Stephens, ‘Long road’ by Shelagh Stephenson, ‘The cage birds’ by David Campton, 

‘Midsummer night’s dream’ by William Shakespeare and ‘Things I know to be true’ by Andrew Bovell.  

In addition to the practical exploration we have also been looking more closely 

at the characters in our set text, ensuring students are prepared for their mock 

exams. Year 11 students had the opportunity to see live theatre this term 

when we took a group of drama students to see ‘Curious incident of the dog 

in the night-time.’ A brilliant performance enjoyed by all.  

 

Year 12 have had a very exciting term! With Ms Bennett they have been exploring their set text ‘Bronte’ by Polly 

Teale which explores the life and works of the Bronte family. Alongside this they have also been gathering stimuli 

in order for them to begin their devising pieces in the new year. Devising is worth 30% of the A-Level with a 

performance exam and 3000-word piece of coursework which documents their devising process.  

With Ms Hansford the students have been exploring their set text ‘Antigone’ which is a traditional Greek Tragedy 

written by Sophocles. Students were lucky enough to have the ‘Actors of Dionysus’ in to explore the play 

practically. You can see some images of the workshop below. Students have also been studying the theatre 

company ‘The Paperbirds’ which is an all-female theatre company who focus on physical movement and verbatim. 

Verbatim theatre is using real words from interviews in a piece of theatre. Students got the opportunity to work 

with the company when they came into school.  
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And we finally got back to the theatre… The show must go on! 

 
@tladrama       @tla_art       @music_tla       @tlamediastudies 

 

PE 

Year 7 Power League 

On Thursday 9 December TLA were invited to a 5 aside power league fixture hosted by Slough and Eton College. 

There were 12 teams were entered into this competition from various different schools within Slough.  

Our Year 7 team consisted of: Andrew Stevens (GK), Kalen Dillion, Zak Abdeali, Elliot Bowen, John Muggleton, 

Jayden Pearson (c) and Oliver Porter.  
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Our first game was against Langley Grammar where our captain Jayden Pearson scored a brace and Elliot Bowen 

managed and controlled the game from midfield. However, a controversial last-minute penalty decided the game 

and resulted in TLA losing the first game 3-2. The boy’s heads were down and they were upset with the result.  

TLA’s second group game was against Grove Academy where the TLA boys went out fighting and left everything 

out on the pitch. A smashing 5-0 victory with Jayden Pearson scoring a hattrick! Furthermore, the boys controlled 

the game from start to finish with John Muggleton weaving through the Grove Academy defence like a young 

Lionel Messi and slotting the ball home. A special mention to Zakariya Abdeali in this game who scored the goal 

of the tournament arrowing the ball into the top corner! 

With confidence and an air of positivity from the result we went into our 3rd game against Ditton Park Academy. 

Although the boys played incredibly well a couple of ricochets didn’t go our way and resulted in the ball falling to 

Ditton Park which resulted in them scoring and beating us 3-0. Even though we lost this game Oliver Porter and 

Kalen Dillion showed some terrific defensive displays that kept us in the game. 

A short turnaround and next up for TLA was Wexham School. Jayden Pearson back on the score sheet with 

another hattrick! Bringing his total up to 8 for the tournament a true captains performance leading the team to 

victory. Goals from Oliver Porter and John Muggleton contributed to the 5-0 victory over Wexham School. The 

last game of the group was against Slough & Eton. Some fine saves from Andrew Stevens showing off cat like 

reflexes to keep TLA in the game. S&E proved to be too strong for the TLA and we ended up losing the final game 

2-0. With only winning 2 out of the 5 games we were unfortunately didn’t proceed to the next stage of the 

competition. TLA showed great effort and sportsmanship throughout the tournament and represented the school 

tremendously. Hopefully next year we will be able to go back improve upon our performance from this year.   

 

Year 7 and 8 Power League Tournament at Slough & Eton School 

Last week I went to a 

power league football 

match and I’m going to 

talk about my experience 

and how it went. We 

played against 5 other 

schools and we won 

nearly all of our games. 

We have a really strong 

Year 7 and 8 combined 

team. We have solid defenders where not much gets past them as they are so determined and resilient and don’t 

stop working. Our strikers get in some great scoring positions and some of the goals they scored were amazing! 

One of our teammates won a penalty, but unfortunately missed it. We all got around her after and made sure to 

keep her confidence high as we are a team and win or lose together. We drew 1 game and lost 1 game but it didn’t 

matter that much because we went there to have fun and participate - I was really grateful that I got chosen. We 

came overall third in the tournament which was out of 15 teams. We are so proud of ourselves as this is a great 

achievement. Me and my team mates tried our best to impress Ms Mackenzie and we had lots of fun and can’t 

wait for the next fixture!    By Sara Behzad, Year 8 
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Year 9 Football 

The Year 9 football team have always been competitive and this season they have been chomping at the bit to 

compete again. Lead by the ultra-competitive captain Rhys Mehta, they have managed to secure a good run of 

games since returning from October half term. The first game was against Ditton Park and didn’t disappoint with 

both teams looking to counter at every opportunity and the score line changing twice in the first half. TLA took an 

early lead with a penalty from Mehta - this seemed to spur Ditton on and managed to secure a free kick in a 

threatening position; this was converted with an excellent strike from the Ditton Captain. Two further goals were 

scored making the game 2-2 at half time.  

TLA knew they needed to maintain some possession in the second half and after pretty second half the break 

game close to the end of the game with a well struck shot from outside the box by the talented Tyler Lagmay, 

ending the game with a 3-2 victory. The team managed to take this run of form into the next game against Al-

Madani base, this was the first ever fixture for the newly formed school, who showed a lot of determination and 

drive to compete but the academy proved to be too strong securing an easy victory 9-0. A special mention must 

go to Adam Maron who scored 5 of the 9 goals even managing to score a wonder goal from a corner. 

However, the remaining two games of this season were not to be as comfortable losing to both Langley Grammar 

and St Bernards. Although a special mention must go to Jeevan Pangali who managed to make a string of ‘world’ 

class saves and securing MOM against Langley Grammar. 

Team from Left to right back row: Ben Penfold, Keimarn Shaw, Sylvester Avem, Azeem Khan, Tyler Lagmay, 

Miracle Ifeabumike, Jeevan Pangali, Adam Adebusoye, Alan Kowalczyk, Rhys Mehta, Isaq Sherif, Aezad Ali, 

Adam Maron and Charlie Lomas.  
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Design Technology  

Year 7 Design and Technology students have produced some excellent work for their foundation 

projects, for example, paper gripper and sweet dispensers. Take a look at the samples below: 

 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 and 8 Food Tech 

students have been 

getting ‘Christmassy’ and 

creative by decorating 

Swiss Rolls like this one 

by Oliver Porter. They 

have been using their 

innovative skills and 

manufacturing Yule Logs. 
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Year 10 Design and Technology students have been using sustainable material and manufacturing a page divider, 

which can be used when reading a book. The designs have been based around the drawing method of ‘Scrufitti’, 

which is a design methodology for A Level, however the faculty thought that students in the lower years would 

benefit from this method and the results proved that this was the right move. 

 

 

Year 11 Hospitality and Catering students have been practicing their final pieces of coursework, which they have 

to perform on Friday 11 February 2022. They manufactured various dishes from a Lemon Meringue Pie to a 

traditional Chicken Curry. 

 
Year 12 students have started their journey on the A Level course by undertaking rigid structure of theory, 

practical and technical drawing. They are covering theory in the form of ‘Design and Making Principles’, where 

they are learning about design methodology, design movements and the process of design. This is followed by 

small focused task, for example ‘product is a box’, which is based around selling a flat-packed product at the 

Design Museum. This is then completed with visual communication skills in the form of technical drawing. 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

20 
 
 

 

 

Year 13 Product Design students are well into their NEA (Non-Examination Assessment), which will count for 50% 

of their final grade. They have chosen their own projects and products that they would like to manufacture - this 

is an important aspect of their work. All students are now working towards their design and developments of their 

chosen design - this is the lengthy part of the design process and hoping to finalise a design before Christmas. 

Projects are varied from a relaxing chair to a table, or a bedside cabinet to a multi-purpose desktop holder. Some 

examples of the current NEA are shown below.  Students are looking to complete this extended project by 

February 2022. Updates will be given in future newsletters. 

 

Royal Mail Competition Update 
 
In the summer term the DT faculty entered Siyona Bhandari into a Royal 

Mail Competition to design a stamp celebrating local heroes. Although she 

made it to the last 120 entrants, unfortunately, her design did not get 

through to the last 12, but she made the whole academy and the Design 

and Technology Faculty proud of her achievement. Well done Siyona! 

 

The DT Faculty would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. See you in 2022. 

 

Business 

If you are considering being an Entrepreneur, Zaid Haris in Year 10 would like to share his insights with you. Yaseen 

Khurram in Year 12 also shares his thoughts and experience with you regarding one of the Units he is about 

completing towards the award of a Diploma in BTec Business. 

Becoming an Entrepreneur – By Zaid Haris, Year 10 

I am writing to you in response to your interest in starting a business. I will tell you necessary skills that you must 

learn and apply to ensure you get a return on your investment. 
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First, you need to choose a market to compete in. This can be any that you choose, but it 

would be best to select one that you have an interest in. You then need to make a market 

map of all major businesses that compete in your chosen market segment. This should 

include the price and quality range of the companies, as well as others such as customer 

service and product range. Once you have made the map, look for any empty segments in 

the market which you could occupy, for example providing a high-quality, low-price product. 

You should add a unique selling point to your product, which will add value and will make 

people want to buy it. After inventing or adapting an existing product, you need to think of the demographic of 

the people who will buy it. This can be done by doing extensive secondary quantitative market research of your 

nearest competitors, to see who buys their products. You can also do some primary research in the form of online 

surveys, which would also take quantitative data. 

You then need to find capital to start your business. This is the risky part, as if your business fails, you can lose all 

your investment and go under heavy debt to repay any loans. However, if successful, the business can make you 

large amounts of money. To raise capital, there are three main ways: you can either use your own savings, which 

can be hard to acquire but is 100% your money, so you gain no debt, get a loan from a bank or get stakeholders 

to invest into the start-up. 

Once you have got capital, you need to look at the demographics of who will buy your product to find a suitable 

way to market it to potential customers. For example, younger people might see ads on social media sites such as 

Instagram and Tik Tok, middle aged people would see ads most effectively on Facebook and on signboards, and 

for older, retired people, it could be more beneficial to market your product through newspapers. The right 

marketing and branding can generate customer loyalty, recognition and links to quality. 

You will then have to start the manufacturing process and start sales, which will generate revenue. If the revenue 

exceeds operating and manufacturing costs, you can make a profit. I hope you find success in your venture and 

achieve whatever goals you set out to accomplish. 

 
Unit 4 Managing an Event – By Yaseen Khurram, Year 12 

During the study of Unit 4 Managing an Event, our team worked out the importance of 

teamwork as we could not complete all the tasks ahead if they were dependable on a non-

completed task. We helped each other out when completing tasks and with working 

together, we were able to solve many difficult problems such as what to do when waiting 

for approval for our initial event idea, which was the Mufti Day. When working as a team 

we could brainstorm ideas of what event to host and what our back up plan would be. By working together, we 

could give each other roles that would be best for each other. With teamwork, all our tasks would be checked and 

criticized by every person in the group until it would be completed with top quality. As a team we would give each 

other a sense of accomplishment to raise morale and made sure each of our responsibilities were done with the 

utmost quality.  

 

The challenges we encountered when managing people, were that all of our tasks depended on one another. We 

had to wait for some tasks such as the approval for hosting the Mufti Day which took a while to be agreed. Only 

then could we complete the poster for that event. By the time we got the agreement email we were ready to host 
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our plan B as we had been working on that for a while, which was a crossbar challenge. As a result of a late 

agreement we had little time to change the poster, risk assessment, roles and the Gantt chart.  

 

As a group we learnt how to plan an event and all the challenges that may occur, also we were able to support 

other students when completing their roles. We have been able to communicate with teachers and Head of 

Years formally. Also, we have been working on strict deadlines and have to make sure all of the work is completed 

in time for the next task to be started. We now know how to adapt according to the circumstances such as 

when we started working on plan B when we did not receive any response but then when the agreement email 

was sent, we were able to work on the plan A without any delay or difficulties. We also learnt how to make a 

business plan and how to produce some of the complicated sections of the plan such as the Gantt chart and the 

risks involved in a mufti day.  

 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Ms Folaranmi - Head of Business Faculty 

 

Media 

Year 10 & 11 worked on radio and film industries. We spoke about context of 1960s up to 2000s and using posters 

& trailers to support our investigations. We also spoke a lot about industry and production process.  

 
Year 12 students dived into power of media in conglomerates such as Disney and advertising. We spoke about 

messages being encoded and how audiences can respond to media texts. We finished this half term by creating 

individual case study with application of theories from Stuart Hall, David Gauntlett or Roland Barthes, by 

analysing: 

• brand,  

• intention for campaign and 

how an ad is constructed, 

• audiences' reaction, including 

social media and/or articles, 

• semiotics. 
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Year 13s focused on postmodernism with specific focus on ‘Humans’ and ‘The Returned’. We also focussed on 

revisiting exam skills and how to improve. 

 

In addition, we tried to work on our creative skills by making sound story and editing pictures in Adobe Photoshop. 
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Museum Learning 

Exciting news… We have new objects! 

Ms Blay and Ms Hudson have spent the last week of term sorting through boxes donated to the Trust from the 

V&A Museum of Childhood. We will also be receiving objects from Elmbridge Museum in the new year. We look 

forward to sharing these new objects with you in lessons and during clubs in future terms! We like these new 

objects: A startled Santa and some Christmas Cards from 1929. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our House Values 

Who should our House system celebrate? What values should it represent? This term the Museum Learning team 

has supported the Academy wide consultation to review and discuss our House system. There will be more 

consultation next term, but the first results show that competition is really important to our students and staff, 

and that our House colours are also very popular.   

Our exhibition this term looked at the values of the current 

Houses: Arbib, Darwin, Gaia, Globe, Grace and Henley. The 

museum cases included international objects, cricketing 

items, spoke about the sustainability features of the 

Academy building, exhibited a 1930s rowing machine and 

more. Mr Weare the Rowing Director tells us that the 

1930s rowing machine is very rare, it certainly intrigued 

our Museum Club members.  

Year 8 and 9 students contributed to the exhibition by writing values on stars during House Tutor Time which have 

been displayed in the museum space.  

To find out more out the house values you can explore this SWAY: 

https://sway.office.com/GBR2ZC8Cf8YvjY1K?ref=Link  

 

 

https://sway.office.com/GBR2ZC8Cf8YvjY1K?ref=Link
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Museum Learning Club 

This term students have tested their knowledge about the House system, explored objects from the collection 

and completed surveys about how museums use their collections to support PhD research for a student at the 

University of Leicester. 

 

51 Voices  

14 students from Year 7 and 8 participated in a poetry day at the Museum of English Rural 

Life (MERL) as part of their 51 voices project. This offsite trip was the second part of a project 

that The Langley Academy have been part of in partnership with MERL and the University of 

Reading. Students heard from collection specialists about a range of objects, had the 

opportunity to handle them and developed a second draft of their poetry. Dr Neil Cocks from 

the Department of English Literature at the University was incredibly impressed at the 

standard of poetry produced. If you are interested in reading the students work, it will be 

published on MERLs website in the new year.  

 

Conflict Poetry 

Year 8 students explored objects from The Arbib Education Trusts 

collection and archival material from the British Library to better 

understand the lives and experiences of those living in conflict. 

Students read letters from First World War soldiers, handled a 

Second World War Helmet and a First World War Captains Whistle, 

analysed postcards showing the civilian experience of the First 

World War and more. The students were able use these sources to 

develop character profiles for a piece of creative writing. The use of 

objects and archival material enhanced the student’s ability to 

understand the lives of others and write empathetically.  

 

 

Enrichment 

Over the course of this term, KS3 students have taken part 

in Junk Kouture with Ms McDonnell. This enrichment 

meant students had to design and create clothes from 

recycled materials. We had over 30 students take part 

each week. Students had to create a whole look including 

hair and makeup to support their clothes. As you can see 

from the images, students not only learned how to work 

as a team, but were able to show their creative sides.  
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Students were hard at work for 5 weeks to complete their clothes. They used materials such as newspapers, bin 

bags, CDs and magazines. 

The finished products looked amazing!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Careers, Enrichment & Challenge 

Careers Education 

Students in all year groups had careers lessons during House Tutor time this term and as 

usual we are encouraging students to use Unifrog in lessons and at home.  We are pleased 

to have had some parents also sign up so they can help their children with choices and 

decisions.  If you would like to sign up for a parent account please go to www.unifrog.org/code  and use the code 

ACEFparents.  (Please note you will be signed up as a ‘student’.) 

 

Careers Information, Advice and Guidance 

In addition to holding 1-2-1 advice and guidance meetings for our Year 11’s and 6th Form, 

Emma from Adviza also ran a two-hour Apprenticeship session for interested Year 13 

students.  They were shown how to search and apply for suitable vacancies using the 

government Find an Apprenticeship website.  Emma also gave advice on CV’s, filling out application forms as well 

as tips on interviews and assessment centres.   

http://www.unifrog.org/code
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
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Apprenticeships 

There are a growing number of industries and sectors offering Higher and Degree Level Apprenticeships and these 

can be a fantastic alternative to University. However, we do still recommend that all students complete their UCAS 

applications to keep their options open. Getting a good apprenticeship is highly competitive and also dependent 

on good A Level grades. 

A great place to find out more information on Apprenticeships is  Amazing Apprenticeships –

here you can find the latest information pack for Parents & Carers, an up-to-date listing of all 

Higher and Degree Apprenticeships and other useful resources. 

Year 11 students who are interested in applying for an apprenticeship can also sign up for an account at Find an 

Apprenticeship and search for Intermediate (Level 2) or Advanced (Level 3) apprenticeships. We recommend that 

all students applying for apprenticeships also have an application in for college or 6th Form.  Although there are 

thousands of live apprenticeships available at any one time, they are still highly competitive to get into. 

Students need to check the starting date of any vacancy they are interested in to make sure the start date is 

after they finish school! 

Work Experience - request for help from Parents/Carers 
 
We are still looking to parents and carers to help us build a network of employers willing to offer work experience 

to our Year 10 or Year 12 students.  

 

If your place of work, or if someone you know, is willing to provide live or virtual work experience or an Insight 

Day for any of our Year 10 or Year 12 students please let us know by completing this short  Work Experience 

Opportunity Form  and we will take it from there. Thank You! 

 

If you have children in Years 10, 11, 12 or 13 please encourage them to look for work experience they can attend 

during their holidays. Students should email careers@langleyacademy.org with details of any work experience 

they organise and remember to update their Unifrog accounts with this as an Activity. 

 

Students can also continue to bolster their experience and skills with virtual work experience and should sign up 

with Springpod and Speakers for Schools to gain access to some valuable online experiences. 

 

                                                                                                               
 
Two great sites for medical work experience are: 

                    

                 

https://medicmentor.co.uk/virtual-work-experience-programmes/  
 

https://alliedhealthmentor.org/nhs-healthcare-careers-virtual-work-experience/  
 

https://www.springpod.co.uk

/               

https://www.s4snextgen.org/ 

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://forms.office.com/r/0TJg8he3gi
https://forms.office.com/r/0TJg8he3gi
mailto:careers@langleyacademy.org
https://medicmentor.co.uk/virtual-work-experience-programmes/
https://alliedhealthmentor.org/nhs-healthcare-careers-virtual-work-experience/
https://www.springpod.co.uk/
https://www.springpod.co.uk/
https://www.s4snextgen.org/
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Year 12 Enrichment & Challenge - Oxford University 
 
Several of our Year 12 6th Form students had the opportunity to visit the University of Oxford on 25 November 

where they took part in activities that exposed them to aspirational pathways post 6th Form. 

 

This included talks from the University admissions team, a tour of Brasenose and Magdalen Colleges - including 

lunch in one of the stately dining rooms and a Q+A session with current students.  

 

Students also had a tour of the city whilst walking between the two colleges. 

 
Fantasy Wings Programme - Year 9 
 
We have been lucky enough to secure places for three of our Year 9 students to take 

part in this fantastic programme – Avani Talwar, Miracle Ifeabunike and Azeem 

Ahmed. 

 

One of the biggest problems facing the aviation industry is lack of diversity. Limited support and systemic barriers 

make it hard for underrepresented groups to access the exciting opportunities on offer in the Airline Pilot industry. 

Fantasy Wings is on a mission to change the status quo. As the only programme of its kind, this pioneering course 

brings together pilots from leading airlines, aviation professionals and flight training organisations to help launch 

BAME people and women into the aviation industry. 

https://fantasywings.co.uk/programme/
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Here, Avani tells us about the sessions they all attended: 
 
Session 1- The first session was an introduction to the Aviation Industry and I got to hear about the many 

opportunities a career in this field could offer. It was very insightful since I enjoyed hearing the two speakers (An 

Aerospace Engineer and Pilot) talk about their very different experiences and roles in the industry and what career 

paths they took. To add to this, we got to think about many aspects of aviation that are often ignored, such as the 

need for architects or research scientists.  

Session 2- The second session was about the engineering side of Aviation, and we had the chance to listen to an 

Aerospace Engineer talk about her experiences and the skills required to become an engineer. Hearing what the 

speakers had to say was quite motivational and also inspiring; considering how far they got despite how difficult 

the journey was. We also had a group activity, which allowed me to meet new people which was quite interesting. 

I think this was my favourite session since we had to design a paper aeroplane and it was fun seeing which design 

would fly the furthest and how the shape would change the plane's overall effectiveness. 

Session 3- The third session was about Pilot Training and what to expect when working towards becoming a 

Pilot. These sessions were all very interesting and I am very glad to have gotten the opportunity to learn so much 

more about aviation.  

 

FUTURE YOU – Careers Bulletin 
 
We are pleased to launch our Careers News Bulletin – Future You – which has been sent out to all students, 

parents & carers and staff.  These will be a regular feature and will be the place to find out about upcoming 

opportunities like work experience, webinars, careers fairs and see what is happening with careers in the 

Academy.  The link for the first issue is here: Future You  

 

Please check out our career's pages on the Langley Academy Website: The Langley Academy Careers Page  

And don’t forget to follow us on Social Media! 

@TLACareers                tla.careers 

We welcome any feedback to careers@langleyacademy.org.   

 

https://sway.office.com/WP5cA6VIB28bm6NV?ref=Link
https://www.langleyacademy.org/91/careers
mailto:careers@langleyacademy.org
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Library 

With this term drawing to a close there has been a flurry of activity in 

the Library.  Together with decorating the Library for Christmas, we 

are starting to plan ahead for next March’s World Book Week, and we 

very much hope that the Covid situation will have settled enough to 

enable us to have authors visiting us in person rather than virtually 

(but let’s just get through Christmas first!). 

I would like to thank my Duke of Edinburgh volunteers who have been 

a real help to me this term.  For the volunteering section of the DoE 

programme, some Year 9 and 10 students asked if they could help in 

the Library. All of them have made a real difference to my workload, 

cataloguing and shelving books and generally demonstrating a high 

level of initiative and independence. 

I am pleased to say there has been a steady stream of books being borrowed and returned to the Library.  Sadly, 

the borrowing still seems to outweigh any returning, so - as a special Christmas present to the Librarian – any 

overdue books returned to the Library would be most gratefully received! 

It only remains to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year. 

Keep reading! 

Ms Kimberley - Librarian 

 

Rowing 

 

British Rowing Indoor Championships 
 
On Saturday 4 December, 11 students took part in the British Rowing Indoor Championships, which was held for 

the second year running as a virtual event.  Machines were set up in the TLA atrium, each connected to a separate 

laptop, to allow the students to race against their opposition over the internet. 
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A streaming service also allowed us to spectate the races, albeit with a twenty second delay, which threw the two 

Year 7 boys in their first race, as they were watching the TV and not their monitors, so both started late! 

 

Two students had had to pull out because they had Covid-19, so a last-minute substitute was found from Year 10 

for the girls U19 team event. Every single student finished in the top 10 in their respective events. 

 

Three sets of bronze medals were won, going to 6 of the 11 students. 

 

The Year 7 students redeemed themselves in their 2nd event, finishing 3rd (Tomasz Filipowski) and 4th (Shaurya 

Gangboir) in the Year 7 Boys 500 metre race. Joshua Pergusey followed that up with a bronze in the Year 8 Boys 

500 metre race. 

 

The boys U19 team of Year 12s Matteo Avello, Luke Birdseye, Senraj Brar, with Year 10 Zayaan Adil, managed to 

stay 3 metres ahead of the next team to earn a bronze after a very fast start saw them lying second for the first 

half of the race. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name Year Event Position 

Matteo Avello/Luke Birdseye/Senraj Brar/Zayaan Adil 12/12/12/10 Boys team 4x2’ Bronze 

Tomasz Filipowski 7 Y7B 500m Bronze 

Joshua Pergusey 8 Y8B 500m Bronze 

Shaurya Gangboir 7 Y7B 500m 4th  

Zayaan Adil 10 Y10B 500m 5th 

Matteo Avello 12 6th Form B 500m 5th  

Madison Oram/Wiktoria Odrazil/Simrat Basra/Holly Nicholls 13/11/10/10 Girls team 4x2’ 6th 

Joshua Pergusey 8 Y8B 3’ 7th 

Tomasz Filipowski 7 Y7B 2’ 9th 

Wiktoria Odrazil 11 Y11G 500m 9th  

Shaurya Gangboir 7 Y7B 2’ 10th  

Zayaan Adil 10 Y10B 5’ 10th 

 

In total, 871 rowers took part, from 32 different countries. 55 championship records were broken, 6 British records 

were beaten, and 3 world records were broken. 
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Qualification attempts can be made Wednesday lunchtimes or in PE lessons or in the after-hour rowing sessions 

to earn an invite to take part in the National Junior Indoor Rowing Championships, which take place on Friday 4 

March.  Students must achieve 85% of their age standard, which can be found on the left-hand side of the rowing 

noticeboard, near the grand piano in the Atrium.  The competition will be run as a hybrid event, meaning people 

can take part onsite, posting their results before 3 March, or live face-to-face at the Copperbox Arena in Stratford, 

London on the 4th.  The team events will only be held at the Copperbox. 

 

Nigel Weare - Director of Rowing 

 

 

Prince’s Trust 

The following Year 11s have been working really hard this year and 

last week they passed the first part of their Prince’s Trust 

Qualification with their Enterprise Unit and Personal Project! This 

means they are well on their way to achieving the next level in the New Year so watch this space!  

Congratulations to: 

➢ Kyle Bradburn 

➢ Ben Corderoy 

➢ Hasan Javed 

➢ Maya Malik 

➢ Abdi-Rahman Mohamed 

➢ Sydney Muggleton 

➢ Nadia Pabis 

➢ Kieren Paskarathas 

➢ Jack Patterson 

➢ Fahid Raja 

➢ Mariyah Shah 

 

In 40 years, The Prince's Trust has worked with over 825,000 young people giving practical and financial support 

to develop key work skills helping them move into employment, education and training.  

Prince's Trust Qualifications seek to:   

• Ensure young people have every opportunity to gain formal recognition of their skills and achievements  

• Develop qualifications that offer flexibility, choice and pathways to progression  

• Provide excellent support and service to our partners to ensure they are best placed to support young 

people. 

 

The Prince's Trust is recognised by the qualification regulators in England, Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland 

to develop, offer and award qualifications.  
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Nurture Group 

 

Feelings are very important. Expressing them and reading them for a young person can be challenging and 

overwhelming. 

There are a number of creative ways in which we can scaffold the achievement of personal progression.  Elsa 

lessons guide young persons into their own selves and support them in expressing their feelings in a constructive 

way. Elsa lessons are being held successfully in the Nurture Group during emotional literacy times teaching 

students how to process their emotions and allowing them to develop their interpersonal skills.  

 


