
  

                                                                                     

 

@LangleyAcademy 

Message from the Headteacher 

We regularly seem to face negative news about young people that may cause worry or sadness in the 

community. It is important therefore that we acknowledge and share the positivity that our students and their 

experience in school offer. The newsletter confirms some of the great things going on at the Academy as we 

showcase what our wonderful young people have achieved. It also highlights how our staff work exceptionally 

hard to extend these opportunities to our students.  

Some highlights: 

Winterfest: The Creative and Performing Arts faculty held the 

Winterfest earlier this month in which our talented musicians played in 

front of an enthusiastic audience.  I was very impressed with standard 

of performances.  Some of our musicians will also perform for everyone 

on Friday in our Whole Academy Assembly.  

Student success: We are delighted for one of our Year 13 students, Anike, who has received the very exciting 

news this week that she has secured a fully funded place at Connecticut College in the USA. She will be going 

there to study Chemistry from next September to be in the Class of 2024. It will open up a wealth of enrichment 

opportunities for Anike, who is over the moon.  

Christmas Hampers: We have again collected an enormous amount of food and created fantastic food hampers; 

our best year ever. The winners will be announced in assembly. The photos below show that it has been a very 

difficult decision! Thank you for all of your contributions. The hampers have already been delivered to a local 

charity.  
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A reminder that the first day back to school for students, after the Christmas break, will be on Tuesday 7 January 

2020 with lessons starting as normal at 08:20  All information will also be available on our website.  

I am full of gratitude for the ongoing support of the Academy and wish all members of staff, students and their 

families a happy, safe and relaxing holiday. 

Merry Christmas!  

Alison Lusuardi – Headteacher 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 

DECEMBER   

Friday 20 End of Autumn Half-Term 1 12:00 

 Christmas Holiday  

JANUARY 2019   

Monday 6 INSET Day – No students at Academy  

Tuesday 7 Start of Spring Half-Term 1 08:20 

Monday 13 Year 11 Taster Day  

Thursday 16 Year 11 Parent/Carer Evening 16:30 - 19:00 

Thursday 23 DofE Award Presentation Evening 17:00 - 18:30 

Thursday 30 Year 13 Parent/Carer Evening 16:30 - 19:00 

FEBRUARY   

Wednesday 5 Parent Forum 18:00 – 19:00 

Friday 14 End of Spring Half-Term 1 13:40 

 Half-Term  

Monday 24 Start of Spring Half-Term 2 08:20 
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ARBIB 
 

This term has been Museum Learning or Arbib term, and to celebrate the 200th 

Anniversary of Queen Victoria’s birth, we decided to dedicate the term to the Victorians. 

Queen Victoria was born in 1819 and ruled over the British Empire until her death aged 81 

and was the longest serving monarch until Queen Elizabeth II. 

Each House had a Victorian themed assembly about social, health, education, economic, 

sport and entertainment changes during the Victorian era. With Remembrance Sunday 

during the term, all students were treated to a brief history of the Victorian Cross, our 

highest military honour. It was introduced in 1856 and the battle of Rorke’s Drift was 

during Victoria’s reign and this gave us the highest number of medals for one action - 11 Victorian crosses were 

handed out. The last person to be awarded the Victorian Cross was Joshua Leakey in 2015 for to his actions in 

Afghanistan. 

Lastly, every student had an opportunity to vote for the “Greatest ever Victorian”. Each student was directed to 

vote via a website during the General Election week. The shortlist of the Victorians can be seen below: 

 Elizabeth Garrett Anderson  Ira Aldridge 

 Charles Dickens  Emmeline Pankhurst 

 Charles Darwin  George Stephenson 

 Isambard Kingdom Brunel  Michael Faraday 

 Mary Seacole  Queen Victoria 
 

The result was surprising, before the vote I thought that Darwin House might have organised themselves to 

ensure a Charles Darwin win, but with over 250 votes the clear winner was Queen Victoria.   

 

Elizabeth Garrett 
Anderson

9%

Charles 
Dickens

17%

Charles Darwin
8%

Isambard 
Kingdom 

Brunel
6%Mary Seacole

3%
Ira Aldridge

3%

Emmeline 
Pankhurst

14%

George 
Stephenson

1%

Michael 
Faraday

3%

Queen Victoria
36%

Choose your greatest Victorian
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Mr Blackford – Head of Arbib House 

 

 
DARWIN 
 
Did you know that lungs are not just for ventilation? Experimental evidence in mice suggest lungs produce 10 

million blood platelets per hour. 

There is more to Science than we already know. Our Curiosity will definitely lead to more Exploration and 

Discovery. Darwin House continues to champion science at TLA, inspiring our students to love science. 

 

Our students have been working diligently throughout the term teaming up with 

Arbib House to explore Science in Victorian Times. This was such a profound time 

for us as our founder Charles Darwin lived and worked during this era.  We also 

enjoyed exploring the development of steam ships, railways and the telephone 

which were developed in this time. This week was marked by the traditional 

Christmas boxes assembled and designed by students. 

 

Wishing you all a merry Christmas and looking forward to another successful year. 

 
Mr Muranda - Head of Darwin House 
 

Facts about Queen Victoria 

• Her first name wasn’t Victoria. 

• She was the first member of the royal family to live at Buckingham Palace. 

• She was barely five feet tall. 

• She became Queen when she was 18. 

• She proposed to her husband. 

• She began more than one popular wedding and Christmas trend. 

• She had nine children. 

• She was the first monarch to ride a train. 

• She is the second-longest reigning monarch. 

• She was buried beside her husband Albert at Frogmore Mausoleum near Windsor. 
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GAIA 
 
This term has been a busy one for Gaia. The biggest 

change was to House assemblies and Gaia finally had 

their first assembly with all in attendance for the first 

time in a while. We enjoy coming together as a House, 

raising our spirits and championing our cause. This term 

we discussed and learnt about the Victorians during the 

assembly and took away some fun facts. My favourite is 

how stamps became cheaper during the Victorian era 

so Christmas cards became more popular; however 

people didn’t know what to put on Christmas cards so you ended up with some wonderful and whacky designs 

like this! 

Speaking of Christmas, this term saw the return of the Christmas boxes. 

The challenge being to decorate a box in an imaginative way and fill it 

will food to donate to a local food bank. Gaia have once again done me 

proud with some outstanding boxes but I believe a special mention must 

go to 7 Gaia for the sheer number of boxes they managed to fill with 

their Christmas tree design.  

Zoey Naqi from 7Gaia mentioned the following 

to me when I asked her about this challenge “It 

is my first year of doing this and it was so fun. We 

got to paint and decorate and be a bit silly but 

most importantly we get to help people, and I 

really like that!” 

 

When it comes to the House Cup, Gaia had a bit of a shock this term. For most of the time we were in the lead 

and I was looking forward to announcing our house winning term 2, however we slipped from 1st place to 3rd. 

Although a little disappointing I know Gaia House will see this as the challenge they need to spur them on and 

hopefully we can be triumphant next term which is also our focus term. Well done though to Henley for 

managing to make 1st place. 

As mentioned next term is Gaia’s focus term and we are looking at upcycling and reusing. Keep an eye out for 

the Museum Learning cabinets which will have some interesting objects made out of unusual things and there 

will be the chance to create a whole school piece of art. 

From Gaia House we wish you all a fantastic holiday filled with fun and relaxation and we look forward to 

welcoming all back in January. Merry Christmas. 

Ms Brown – Head of Gaia House 
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GLOBE 
 
It has been another exciting Christmas term for Globe House as we put our final preparations in place for the 

coming year. We have finished the term with 94.34% attendance, which has seen a slight drop from term 1 – 

which we hope to improve in the New Year. We have also ended the term with 3241 achievement points, 

excelling in lessons, house tutors and around the academy – Well done to all! 

 

Globe House is particularly proud of Joshua Monds (left) in 9Globe, who achieved 

an ATL of 1 in every one of his subjects on his most recent report – A fantastic 

achievement!! 

 

This term also saw the creation of the Christmas Boxes, in which Globe House, along 

with the rest of the academy, very generously donate food to those in need ahead 

of Christmas. The creation and display of these boxes under the Christmas tree has 

given everyone a well needed boost at the end of a very busy term. 

 
Mr Raymond – Head of Globe House 
 
 
 

GRACE 
 
It has been a good term. The Year 7’s have settled in well and are starting to become a valued part of the 

academy community. We had our first House assembly of the year and it was great to see all students in Grace 

together for the first time. As always behaviour was exceptional, and this is shadowed all around the academy 

on a daily basis. I have asked two of the Year 7 House Captains to give a brief summary on how their first two 

terms have gone so far … 

My time at The Langley Academy has been a great experience because there are so 

many things to do that I haven’t done before. I really enjoy Science because I love 

doing practical lessons such as chemical reactions and other fun things. I am House 

Captain for 7Grace and I have made lots of new friends. I enjoy school but it is 

different to primary school and sometimes the teachers can be very strict. I have 

joined the school football team and we have just played our first game a week ago. 

Unfortunately, we lost 3-2 but I did get man of the match.  

 

My favourite teacher is Mr Ferrin because he helps us and gives us good advice. After 

Christmas I want to continue to make good progress in lessons, be a good student, but also keep growing into a 

responsible young man.  

Sylvester Avem - 7Grace House Captain     
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My time at The Langley Academy has been good because I have worked to a high 

ability that I didn’t know I had. I have joined extra-curricular clubs such as Netball, 

Football and Drama. This has helped me to create an image in my mind of what I want 

to be in the future, and has helped me to make lots of new friends, that I possibly may 

not have. Sometimes it has been challenging because I have had to mix with the older 

years, which can be intimidating, but in general they have been very supportive. I find 

the teachers very nice but also very strict. I think this is good because it lets us know 

where the boundaries are in lessons. After Christmas I want to push myself even 

further to accomplish my goals and be the best student I possibly can. 

Shae Stritch - 7Grace House Captain 

I would like to wish all of Grace House and the wider academy community a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year. 

Mr Ferrin – Head of Grace House 

 

HENLEY 
 
To start I would like to send a thank you to all House Tutors for their hard work so far this year. The run up to 

Christmas is long and can always be difficult for teachers and students. 

It has been a good start for the new students in Year 7 and am looking forward to them continuing to settle in 

the academy. The average attendance for Henley is good at 95.71 which currently is below the schools 

expectations. Hopefully after the Christmas break the attendance will rise. 

I also want to congratulate 7 Henley for having the most achievement points this term in the Henley House.  

British Rowing Indoor Championship Achievements  

On Saturday 7 December, 12 students represented 

the Academy at the British Rowing Indoor 

Championships, in 19 races.  13 personal bests were 

achieved from 16 individual performances, and 

students produced the same number of top 20 

finishes.   

Congratulations to all of the students involved, an 

exceptional achievement from everyone.  

 

Mr Sussex – Head of Henley House 
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6th Form 

It has been a busy yet productive term for the 6th Form students as they have got involved in an array of different 

things. We welcomed 30 new Year 12 prefects this term – the most we have ever had. The students presented 

themselves so highly, supported with strong applications, that it was so difficult to select the final set of prefects. 

The final set of students selected have had a real positive start to their new roles and are very enthusiastic about 

what they have coming up. Their first bake sale to raise money for the 6th Form social was a huge success as they 

managed to bring in high profits. Furthermore Year 12 subject rep interviews took place this term and the 

students once again presented themselves fantastically. The final list of subject reps will be shared with staff 

soon.  

To add to this we have had many significant achievements within the 6th Form from 

Jaspreet Padda being invited to attend an interview at Cambridge University to Anike 

Abegunde (left) gaining a place at an American University with a scholarship worth 

$65,000. We have also had Elizabeth Monds successfully performing at the 6th Form 

open evening as well as the Winterfest, not to mention the vast number of students 

being selected for highly competitive programmes including work experience with 

British Airways and The Reading University Scholars Programme. Overall we are so 

proud of our 6th Formers this term and we look forward to their achievements next 

term. 

 

6th Form Success Story by Junead Khan 

I remember walking into the Seminar Room one Wednesday afternoon 

for what I thought would be just another assembly, only to come out 

learning about an amazing opportunity that seemed too good to be 

true. My peers convinced me to give it a shot and a few months later I 

was accepted on to the Sutton Trust US Programme, a scheme run by 

the US-UK Fulbright Commission that helps students from the UK apply 

to US universities. That summer I was flown out to the states to visit 

institutions such as MIT, Brown, and Harvard. The programme then 

provided me with support to apply to such Universities and, with the 

help of my teachers at TLA, after an arduous application process, I was 

privileged enough to receive the Morehead-Cain Scholarship to attend 

the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. For the last few months, 

I have been studying in the United States and it has been the most 

amazing experience!  

 

For my first Morehead-Cain experience, I spent the summer Mountaineering in the Sierra Nevada Mountain 

Range in California. I then started at UNC earlier in August. Free to explore a Liberal Arts education, I have taken 

a wide range of classes. From Urdu and Football to Java Programming and International Relations, I have enjoyed 

delving into a broad range of subject areas and taking classes I wouldn’t have been able to take otherwise. I’ve 

been involved with several organizations on campus and have been able to explore various aspects of American 

Culture with new-found passions for Popeyes and Cheerwine.  
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Ultimately, had I not been in the Seminar Room that one Wednesday morning, I would certainly not be lucky 

enough to say I have just completed my first semester studying at an American university. Biggest lesson learned: 

take every opportunity that comes your way and be open to trying new things! 

  

The applications for the 2020 Sutton Trust US Programme are now open and I encourage any Year 12 students 

who are eligible to certainly consider applying and for those in other year groups, stay open to new opportunities 

and potentially applying in the future. You can learn more at https://us.suttontrust.com/ 

 

Student Investor Challenge 2019/20 

The student Investor challenge is the UK’s premier Investment competition with over 400,000 students from 

2,500 schools benefitting from the experience in previous years. There are a whole host of prizes available, 

including a trip to New York 

Year 12 A level Business Studies students were split into teams of 4 each with an investment portfolio of over 

£100,000 pound to invest in stocks, shares and commodities. 

Students said they enjoyed being given the opportunity for live trading, sometimes making and losing money, 

giving them hands on insight into how the stock market works. 

More details about this event can be found here: https://www.studentinvestor.org/ 

Ms Folaranmi - Head of Faculty for Business & Economics 

 

English                                                                                               

Throughout this academic year, our Pupil Premium department has been working 

in liaison with Yes Futures to give our high attaining students an insight into what 

life may be like when they leave school.  

Yes Futures is a London based charity which exist to empower 8-18 year olds to 

develop self-esteem and make ambitious choices, leading to success at school and 

flourishing future lives. A range 

of students from Years 7-11 have been taking part in 

activities both in and out of school to boost their self-

awareness, confidence, resilience and communication 

skills.  

So far students have visited Wisley Gardens where they 

worked with conservationists, learning how to care for the 

environment and protect the planet they will grow up in. 

Whilst there, the students built bird feeders and 

decomposable flower pots that they were able to bring 

home to their own gardens.  

https://us.suttontrust.com/
https://www.studentinvestor.org/
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Another visit involved a trip to Canary Wharf where the students spent time with staff members from KPM, one 

of the big four accounting organisations in the world. This was a great opportunity for the students, particularly 

the Year 11s who made the most of a chance to network with potential employers and learn about the possible 

apprenticeship schemes. One thing that came as a shock to the students was the absolute range of job roles out 

there, and the fact that it didn’t matter what qualification you had, the possibilities within corporations like 

KPMG are endless.  

 

Click on the following link for further information:- https://www.yesfutures.org/post/volunteering-at-wisley-

gardens-raises-confidence-for-langley-academy-students-on-rising-futures 

 

Year 13 English Literature 

In November, Mr Armiger and Ms Bowker were lucky 

enough to take the Year 13 English Literature cohort 

to London to visit Tate Britain, where Ms Blay of the 

Museum Learning faculty had organised for students 

to receive a curated tour of the gallery. 

 

The object of the trip was to provide the students 

with insight into Victorian ideas with regard to 

relationships, nature and death. This would 

ultimately provide them with context for their Paper 

3 unit exploring Victorian poetry. 

The students agreed that this had been a great 

opportunity to gain insight into Victorian attitudes 

and taboos. Our guide Linda was enormously helpful, 

with encyclopaedic knowledge of the period and its 

art. 

https://www.yesfutures.org/post/volunteering-at-wisley-gardens-raises-confidence-for-langley-academy-students-on-rising-futures
https://www.yesfutures.org/post/volunteering-at-wisley-gardens-raises-confidence-for-langley-academy-students-on-rising-futures
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This was also an opportunity for the Year 13s to experience a 

little more of what London had to offer. During the visit they 

recreated the same trip that Elizabeth takes in Mrs Dalloway 

(their Paper 2 set text), down the Strand from Charing Cross 

to St Paul’s, and from there crossed the Millennium Bridge to 

The Globe.  

For some it was the first time they had seen The Globe and 

offered them a great opportunity to add some context to 

their Paper 1 Othello module. 

 

 

Maths 

Firstly, we say farewell to Mr Alssaka who joined us this term on his training placement - we wish you the best 

of luck in your future teaching career. 

Maths Challenge: The Intermediate challenge will take place on 6 February for Year 11 and below and the Junior 

challenge will take place on 30 April for Year 8 and below. 

Mastery lessons: This academic year, Year 7 and 8 have 2 lessons a fortnight based solely upon building their 

mathematical mastery skills. The main aim of these lessons is for the class to work together through problem 

solving to tackle problems and address misconceptions as they occur. Students are encouraged to identify key 

information and draw conclusions based upon this. When children can make connections in their learning, 

sustain their understanding and build on prior learning they are not only becoming better Mathematicians but 

better learners altogether.   

Children often understand something one day, only for them to completely forget it the next. We need to help 

them to learn deeper. Using questioning as a key strategy alongside a concrete, pictorial, abstract approach we 

can support this goal. Teaching children to be mindful is crucial here. In other words, looking for patterns, 

drawing on things they already know and relating these to their current learning. This half term we have been 

focusing these sessions on fractions.  

One of the problems students worked on 

is shown here: 
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Catch Up: Students who started TLA with weak numeracy skills have been attending Catch Up sessions weekly 

over this half term. These 23 students have been working with the Catch Up Tutors to build their numeracy skills 

and confidence in maths. Miss Ashraf has been coordinating this and students have responded really positively 

so far. If you have any queries about the Catch Up program please contact Ms Ashraf via email at 

arusa.ashraf@langleyacademy.org  

Tutors are: Mr Budwal; Ms Butzen; Ms Dobson; Mr Gupta; Mr Salian and Ms Smith 

Independent Learning: Independent learning resources are a strong part of the Maths curriculum. All students 

have access to Active Learn (www.pearsonactivelearn.com) and MyMaths (www.mymaths.co.uk). Both 

resources provide opportunities for students to do independent study.  

Key Stage 4 Students also have access to GCSE Pod (www.gcsepod.com) which provides yet more tools for 

independent study. 

We ask parents to support students in completing homework to a good standard and on time. Should students 

need support with using any of these resources or any mathematical content from within them, support is 

available in N109 every Monday. 

 

CAPA 

Music 

Another busy term has flown past for the Music Department 

culminating in our new annual Christmas concert – Winterfest.  The 

large audience was treated to performances from every year group 

ranging from popular Christmas numbers (Kiara Allen in Year 9 (right) 

giving a wonderful performance of Winter Wonderland) to Indie and 

Alternative Rock numbers such as The Fratellis: Chelsea Dagger and 

Jet: Are you Gonna Be My Girl from our Year 10 Band - Peppers for 

the Americans.  

mailto:arusa.ashraf@langleyacademy.org
http://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.gcsepod.com/
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A special mention goes to Elizabeth Monds (centre) for showing off her talent by giving a superb vocal 

performance and supporting two of our Rock Bands.  Additionally, for the first time this year, four Rocksteady 

bands performed their work, with one group showing off their skill having been together for only three weeks.  It 

was incredible show with more in the pipeline for this academic year.  Watch this space for more details.   

Year 11 continue to prepare for their GCSEs with their own Solo and Ensemble recordings, and will be in the 

studio recording their performances at the end of this term.  I look forward to sharing their work with you in due 

course. 

It’s not too late to start learning a musical instrument for the start of next term.  You can receive one to one or 

small group tuition on an instrument of your choice with Slough Music Service, or Rock / Pop Band tuition is 

available with Rocksteady Music School that has proved very popular with our Year 7 and 8 students.   

Please use the links below should you wish to sign up.  Financial assistance is available from both Slough Music 

Service and Rocksteady Music School for low income families. 

Rocksteady Music School: https://booking.rocksteadymusicschool.com/ 

Slough Music Service: https://www.sloughmusicservice.co.uk/For-Pupils/Lessons-in-School/Apply 

Remember to follow the department on Twitter and Instagram to see the hard work from the students and 

information on upcoming events: @Music_TLA 

 

https://booking.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
https://www.sloughmusicservice.co.uk/For-Pupils/Lessons-in-School/Apply
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PE 

Thames Valley Coaching Sessions  

The students have been enjoying coaching 

sessions led by coaches from Thames Valley 

basketball club. The students have thoroughly 

enjoyed the first 2 sessions, which has 

generated a good buzz around the academy in 

the build up to Christmas. The students will 

have 1 more session before Christmas break 

and a further 3 sessions after Christmas. Mr 

Evans and the PE faculty would like to thanks 

all the students who have attended the 

sessions and hope you enjoy some success 

with the basketball teams with the upcoming 

fixtures after the break. 

 

Year 7 Power League 

The Year 7 football team competed in the annual power league tournament which was held at Slough and Eton 

School. The Academy has always been competitive at the tournament and Mr Evans was looking to maintain the 

standards set from previous years, and the team responded exceptionally well reaching the semi-finals of the 

competition losing to a very challenging St Bernard’s Team in the final. The team were well led by captain Rojus 

Buterlevicius, alongside the pairing of Tyler Lagmay and Rhys Metha who worked tirelessly every time they 

played. A huge congratulations to all involved. 

Team: Jeevan Pangali, Ben Penfold, Tyler Lagmay, Rojus Buterlevicius, Rhys Mehta, Malvern Marutawana, 

Charlie Lomas and Ashvik Kumar 
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Year 8 Football National Cup Game v Whitgift School 

The Year 8 football team ventured to South Croydon for their national cup game against the prestigious Whitgift 

School. The game was a competitive one with TLA going 2-0 up early through goals from Malcolm Georges and 

Tristan Villacrusis. Whitgift got back into the game before half time making it 2-2.  

After half time, the Year 8 team 

came out firing and thanks to a 

Chisom Udochukwu goal, it 

looked like the team were going 

to go through to the next round. 

The last 3 minutes of the game 

however changed the result. A 

‘worldie’ goal from Whitgift 

made it 3-3 but in the dying 

seconds of the game they scored 

again meaning the game ended 

4-3. In my opinion it was 

undeserved and the boys were 

devastated with the result.  

I was very proud of the 

performance and how the 

students conducted themselves 

whilst representing the school.  

On a positive note, after a superb performance from Chisom, he was fortunately scouted for Fulham FC. His 

work ethic and performance impressed the coach and we wish him all the best. 

MFL 
 

This year in MFL we have run a Christmas Card Competition. Students took part in a National competition by 

Routes Into Languages. 

Students had to research how Christmas is celebrated in different countries 

and they had to design a card which showed the Christmas traditions of that 

country. They also had to write Christmas greetings in that language, as 

English was not allowed. The best cards were sent to Routes into Languages 

to be judged. Unfortunately we didn’t win the National competition, but our 

students did an amazing job with their designs. You could see all of them in 

the atrium during the last two weeks of school. We would like to thank our 

students in Year 7 and 8 for the effort and contribution because a lot of 

creativity went into these cards. 

It was a great opportunity for our students to show curiosity about other 

cultures by giving them a chance to discover and to use their language skills.  
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MERRY CHRISTMAS!  FELIZ NAVIDAD!  JOYEUX NOEL! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Museum Learning 

Change and the Victorians 

Queen Victoria was born 200 years ago. For 

Museum Learning term we looked at the 

changes her reign saw. Our exhibition 

included fossils loaned from the Museum of 

Natural History in Oxford to showcase 

scientific discoveries in her reign, along 

with medical equipment from the period 

from Reading Museum.   

We explored the prior history to the 

Victorian period, looking at the slave trade 

and the terrible human cost of the wealth it 

generated.  With objects borrowed from 

Reading Museum we looked at the growth 

of the British Empire, the riches this 

generated and the conflicts that it caused. With these lovely Noah’s Ark animals we discussed childhood and 

religion in Victorian times.  
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A Christmas Carol with Year 10s 

A select group of Year 10 students visited the Museum of English Rural 

Life to learn more about A Christmas Carol. We generally think about 

his novel in relation to rich and poor in London, but Dickens was also 

concerned about welfare in the countryside where poverty bit hard. 

The picture is of a man trap, designed to catch poachers and 

trespassers. You can see it would cause a lot of damage. 

Students reflected on the changing life in town and countryside that the Victorian age saw, and the novel as a 

social justice campaign.  

 

The business of Horlicks 

The drink the UK goes to bed with and India wakes up to. Students in Year 10 have been 

exploring the marketing mix that has driven the successful export of Horlicks around the 

world. Horlicks opened its first factory in 1908 on Stoke Poges Lane, Slough. Although 

production has stopped at the Slough site, the beautiful factory can still be seen today. 

In class, we explored how Horlicks spread from Slough to across the world passed on by 

commonwealth soldiers of the First World Ward. Students analysed modern and historic 

packaging from Slough Museum, critiqued Horlick adverts and have gone on to design 

their own packaging and advertisement campaign to export Horlicks to Brazil.  

 

Year 8 navigated cholera infested waters 
 
Year 8 students discovered how individuals like Louis Pasteur, Robert Koch and John 

Sno w advanced scientific and medical understanding during the Victorian Era. 

Students used medical objects on loan from Reading Museum to discuss how Victorians 

tried to prevent the spread of diseases. They also built their own water filters to help 

them understand how water filtration helped to reduce the number of people dying 

from cholera in the 19th century. 

Roses for love, violets for modesty 

The Year 13 English students visited Tate 

Britain to learn more about the Victorian 

language of flowers.  

Floriography, the Victorian method of 

speaking through flowers, influenced 

painters, poets and writers. It allowed them 

to convey hidden meanings and passions.   

 



 

18 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  
Continents, Countries, Flags and the British Empire 

Year 7 Geography students explored the size 

of the British Empire under Queen Victoria’s 

rule. The Year 7 students used a Victorian 

silver teapot to help them discuss why the 

British Empire existed and reasons why it 

expanded over time. They used their map 

skills to determine how many continents the 

British Empire covered in 1901 as well as 

their observation and critical thinking skills to assign the correct county to Victorian flags hanging in the atrium. 

 

Viking Invasion 

Year 7 Nurture students were the first to 

explore our new Viking box. The students used 

the objects to bring the Battle of Stamford 

Bridge to life. The students handled a replica 

Viking sword, questioned how a Viking 

drinking horn would be used, had a go a rune 

reading, and discovered that a Viking Helmet 

was quite heavy to wear.  

Ms De Fonseka even got into character for the 

lesson! 

 

 

 

Medical discoveries with the London Metropolitan 

Archives 

What is a cauterizing iron? How did turpentine 

accidentally save lives? Year 9 History students 

enjoyed a grisly workshop at the London Metropolitan 

Archives, in partnership with the Royal College of 

Surgeons as part of their History of Medicine topic.  
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Persistence of Vision 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Museum Volunteers 

We are very pleased to welcome Jemma and Freya to our Museum Learning team. They will be joining us in 

January as Museum Collections Volunteers. The volunteers will be helping catalogue and organise our collection, 

create new loans boxes for lessons and offer support in other areas of Museum Learning. Jemma and Freya are 

Museum Studies Undergraduate students from the University of Reading who hope to gain more experience in 

collection management and increase their understanding of how schools can use museum collections. 

 

 Duke of Edinburgh 

Many young people find achieving a DofE Award life-changing. A fun 

adventure and major challenge, three progressive Award levels (Bronze, 

Silver and Gold) and a wide range of activities offer endless possibilities to 

anyone aged 14 to 24. Millions of young people in the UK have already taken part in the world’s leading youth 

achievement award – pushing personal boundaries, gaining new skills and enhancing their CVs and university 

applications.  

We look forward to announcing dates of expeditions in our next newsletter and letters to parents nearer the 

time. We would like to invite all parents and students to attend our Presentation evening on 14 March for 

participants who have just completed their Bronze and Silver. 

Bronze 

The Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award is aimed at students in 

Year 9 and above across the country. To complete the Bronze 

award, participants are required to take part in 4 sections as 

shown. 

This half term has seen a start to our Bronze participants for 

this academic year. We wish you every success working 

towards completing your award over the coming months. 

 

Year 6 students from The Langley Heritage Primary visited 

the academy this term to research the Victorians.  

They looked at the difference between primary and 

secondary sources and considered whether it was a dark 

age or a golden age. The Year 6 students learnt about how 

persistence of vision made Victorian optical toys work, and 

made their own to take home.   
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Silver 

The Silver Duke of Edinburgh award is aimed at students in 

Year 10 and above across the country. To complete the 

Silver award participants are, in the same way as Bronze, 

required to take part in 4 sections as shown. 

This half term has seen our Year 10 students start their 

award. We wish you every success on your DofE Journey. 

 

 

Congratulations to everyone who earned a place on the award. 

ABID Benyamin CHOPDA Sarah JAIN Aryan QUERESHI Saffi 

AVELLO Matteo FITZGERALD Harold JUTTLA Harmohan RAJA Sahil 

AWUAH Gilbert GYAMFI Shedel LAMBA Prince SAJI Benjoseph 

BHAIL Kareen HAMED Ibrahim MILLAR Finn SAYF-ULLAH Eisa 

BIRDSEYE Luke HEDGE Amay OKINE Isabelle SELVARAJAH Jathuson 

BRAR Senraj    

 

Congratulations to everyone who earned a place on the award. 

AKIL Alexander DHILLON Amrita KAUSER Neha RAHIM Ayaan 

AKRAM Eesa DHILLON 
Simranjeet 

KHAN Adiva RAJA Fahid 

ANNISON Ruby DUBB Govind KING Stephanie RAMALINGAM 
Achchuthan 

ARIF Sohaib DUCKETT Nancy KIRBY Simone RANA Talha 

ARORA Jasmine DUNCAN Kisha KITHINJI Samuel RASHID Aiza 

ASLAM Aman EDMONDS Katie KONDAL Aleena SAINI Ria 

BAIG Ibraheem GABELLA Pippa KUTEK Oskar SOOFI Fatima 

BAROLIA Jessica GHEDIA Veena MAHMOOD Alina THURAUF Rafael 

BASSETT Holly GILL Meher MASOOD An-Amta TSANG Lucy 

BRENNAN Jessica GILL Tia MIRZA Subhan TUNG Ryan 

CALDWELL Olivia HAMZA Azher MOHAMMED 
Zohaib Zaka 

URAVAKONDA 
Adithya 

CARVALHO Harriet IQBAL Aadam MONDS Joshua VIRMANI Zaaim 

DAVIS Benjamin JADOON Fayiz NECULISEANU 
Alex 

WEST Annabelle 

DAWKINS Myeisha JAMES Isabelle NYAKABAU Ethan WICKENS Gracie 

DEEPAK Krishna JOHAL Jasleen ODRAZIL Wiktoria ZAFAR Ayaan 

DEOL Arjun JOHN Tyresse PADDA Sahib ZVOMA Russell 

  PATEL Monil  
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Gold 

The Gold Duke of Edinburgh award is aimed at students in 

Year 12 and above across the country and is one of the most 

prestigious awards available. To complete the Gold award 

participants are, in the same way as Bronze and Silver, 

required complete 4 sections plus a residential section as 

shown. 

We have launched the Gold award as open to Year 12 this year 

and have students currently working towards their award. 

 

 

Presentation of Awards Evening 

We look forward to presenting last year’s 

students with their awards on Thursday 23 

January. Students who have completed 

their award have been sent an invite.  

 

 

Careers 

Careers Fairs 

This year was our first outing to The National School Leavers Show at Ascot and we decided to take all of Year 
11 along on Wednesday, 4 December.  Students had two hours to look around the show and had the opportunity 
to talk to over 80 organisations including Higher Education and training providers as well as companies who 
offer apprenticeships.   The show aimed to help students decide on their best route post 16.  

 Further Education - If you are considering post 16 options, then further education is likely the 

 first option you will consider. This could be a course at a local college or staying on at your 

 schools 6th Form to do A-Levels. 

 

 Higher Education - As well as the traditional route for University with full time study where 

 you may get the opportunity to live away from home, there is also the chance to gain your 

 degree through part time study, distance learning and Higher/Degree Apprenticeships. 

 

 Apprenticeships - Apprenticeships are a great way to earn and learn at the same time. If you 

 are wanting to continue your education but eager to get out and start earning money then this 

 is a fantastic opportunity – Apprenticeships can be started from age 16 and you can study up 

 to level  7- the equivalent of a Masters Degree. 
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On Wednesday 4 February we will be taking Year 9 to the annual Slough Aspire Careers Fair held at Lynch Hill 

Academy.  This will give Year 9 students an opportunity to talk to local employers and colleges about courses, 

training and employment and get them thinking about their future careers. 

 

Work Experience 

 

Year 10 should have brought in their own placement forms by now.  Any students still struggling to find a 

placement have the opportunity to pay Learning To Work to find a suitable placement for them.  Please contact 

Ruth Turner if you would like more information.  Students not going out on work experience will spend the week 

in the Academy participating in work related learning activities and supported study sessions. 

 

There will be a work experience preparation day, Skills For Life, on Friday 5 February.  All Year 10 students are 

expected to attend the day where they will take part in workshops on Health & Safety at Work, how to Dress to 

Impress, Interview Techniques, Working with People and Customer Service.  Skills for Life is delivered by 

Learning To Work with volunteers from the local business community and will take place in the Academy. 

Careers Education, Information, Advice, and Guidance (CEIAG) 

Year 11 students continue to have face-to-face guidance meetings with a Level 6 Qualified Careers Coach from 
Adviza.  

Every student in the academy has access to our Careers Area and can request a meeting with Ms Turner, Careers 
Officer who can then arrange a further meeting with Adviza if necessary and some students from Year 10, 12 
and 13 have had face-to-face sessions this term. 

 

Careers Webpages 

We have our own Careers Webpages on The Langley Academy website which shows our Careers Policy and 
lessons, our progress with the Gatsby Benchmarks and our termly Careers Magazine.   

There are separate pages for: 

 KS3 

 KS4 

 KS5 

 Parents/Carers 

 Apprenticeships 

 Work Experience 
 

We update our home page and Twitter feed with careers news and local opportunities. Please have a look at 
the site and follow us on Twitter @TLACareers.  Any feedback/suggestions on our careers and work experience 
programmes is welcomed. 
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LRC 

Library life has continued at a brisk pace this half term.  The space continues 

to be packed to bursting point every break and lunchtime with students doing 

homework, playing board games and borrowing and reading books. 

In order to help with the increase in Library traffic, I am pleased to report that 

we have recruited a new cohort of Student Librarians.  After advertising the 

role, for which many applications were received, we now have over twenty 

volunteers from across the year groups to help with the running of the 

Library.  Duties include shelving returned books, tidying away after break and 

lunch times, issuing and returning books, and helping with the Christmas 

decorations.  The Student Librarian presence frees up the Librarian to help students look for suitable books and 

generally keep order at busy times. Their ranks have recently been swollen by some Duke of Edinburgh 

volunteers who have been hard at work stamping, bar coding and putting protective jackets onto the new titles 

that have recently come into the Library. 

The main Library event of the term was a tie-in with Museum Learning 

Week’s theme of life in Victorian Britain.  The heritage site of Fulham Palace 

(to whom very many thanks) most generously loaned us a selection of 

Victorian costumes in which the students (and a couple of very brave staff!) 

were able to dress up and pose for a Victorian-style photo and selfies.   

We were delighted to welcome the hugely enthusiastic Year 3 pupils from 

TLAP, who learned all about life above and below stairs in a grand Victorian 

house.  We were particularly pleased to have the opportunity to work with 

TLAP and very much hope that it paves the way for further collaborations 

in 2020. 
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As a Christmas present to the Librarian, I would like to ask all students and parents, PLEASE, to look out for any 

Langley Academy library books that might be in bedrooms, on bookshelves, under piles of Christmas wrapping 

paper – we currently have over two hundred overdue titles, in addition to many others which have been 

removed without being scanned out.  Together they mount up to many hundreds of pounds’ worth of books 

which we can ill-afford to replace, so do keep your eyes peeled! 

Many thanks, Merry Christmas and keep on reading! 

Hattie Kimberley - TLA Librarian 

 

 

Bullying Intervention Group  

The Bullying Intervention group organised a range of activities 

for Anti-Bullying Week 2019 which took place between 11-15 

November. Years 7-10 had assemblies led by Stand Against 

Violence. The assemblies were hard hitting showing the real 

impact that bullying can have. Stand Against Violence encouraged students to 

not be bystanders and instead to speak up if they are aware that bullying is happening around them. 

All year groups participated in a House Tutor activity as part of the week, 

discussing bystander behavior, simple acts of kindness or a debate activity. On 

Tuesday 12 November the academy took part in the Odd Socks Day campaign 

to celebrate individuality and uniqueness. It was lovely to see so many students 

get involved in this event. 

BIG also arranged an atrium activity. Students and teachers were encouraged to make a pledge about how they 

can make the academy a better place as well as contribute to discussion points about bullying. Overall the week 

was a great success with many students from across the Academy participating in the activities on offer. 
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Rowing 

 
Talking the Talk – Rowing Futures Conference 

 

At the beginning of the year, TLA had an Inset day about improving the ability of students to speak clearly and 

lucidly in public. The River and Rowing Museum in Henley-on-Thames, with whom we have very good links, 

asked us whether any students would be prepared to talk at a conference about the future of rowing. 

 

Eleven rowing students volunteered themselves to stand up and speak to an all-adult audience, and 5 were 

allowed to attend. The students were Harley Townsend, Dayem Afzal, Piero Ciobanu, Zayaan Adil and Joshua 

Monds. 

 
They were tasked with answering 4 questions: 

 

1) How is rowing organised at TLA? 

2) What is the competition structure for indoor rowing? 

3) What are the highlights and successes for rowing at TLA? 

4) How do you see the future for indoor rowing? 

        

Using ShowMyHomework, all 11 students were asked to contribute to writing 

the script in response to these questions, to fit a 15 minute slot of the 

conference, in a session which also had Olympic medallist, Guin Batten, talking 

about coastal rowing, and the chairman, Mark Davies, of the national governing 

body, British Rowing, talking about future financing of the sport. 

 

During practice, the students learnt about breaking 

phrases down into manageable chunks, about 

varying tone of voice, whether to go up or down at 

the end of a phrase, pacing, breathing, being aware 

of the attentiveness and responsiveness of the 

audience, voice projection, and posture whilst 

talking. After all 3 sections were complete, the 

students and Mr Weare were invited back to the 

stage with Guin and Mark to form a question panel. 

 

Rowing historian, Tim Koch wrote, “Other post-lunch pieces included a charming presentation by five young 

students from The Langley Academy, all clearly bitten by the rowing bug and all clearly enjoying their time in the 

spotlight.” 

 

During the conference, the students were also given the task of approaching as many of the speakers and 

museum trustees as possible, including three-time Olympic Champion Andrew Triggs-Hodge and current 

members of the Great Britain teams.  

 



 

26 
 
 

 

 

Helen Cook, Head of Learning at the museum, wrote afterwards, “It was good to see you and the students on 

Saturday at the Rowing Futures Conference.  Everyone was so impressed with the students’ enthusiasm, 

confidence and commitment to rowing, they really were a credit to you and the Academy.” 

 
Sarah Posey, the Director of the River and Rowing Museum said, “Their presentation was one of the Conference 
highlights for me”. 
 

 

 
 
British Rowing Indoor Championships 2019 

 
On Saturday 7 December, 12 students travelled to the 

Olympic Velopark in Stratford, London, to take part in 

the British Rowing Indoor Championships.  All were 

invited based on performances on the indoor rowing 

machines. 

 

3 world records, 10 British records and 62 Championship 

records were set at the world’s largest indoor rowing 

event. 

 

8 students took part in the age group categories, with 

the Year 7s racing for 2 minutes, the Year 8s for 3 minutes etc. 8 of them took part in the 500m sprints.  All 12 

of them took part in the team relays. Of the 16 individual performances, 13 were personal bests, proving the 

ability to perform on a given day.  All three students who didn’t produce a new best, finished outside the top 

20. Our students produced 7 top 10 finishes. 

 

Zayaan Adil was 9th in the Year 8 boys 3 minute event, whilst his peers Dayem Afzal and Subhaan Butt finished 

12th and 16th respectively. 

 

The relay events were for teams of 4 students aged under 18, so with the oldest of our students being Year 10, 

they were up against not only older students, but also some of British Rowing’s World Class Start centres, whose 

role is to find future Olympians. A team of Year 8 and 9 boys finished 21st, and the team of three Year 7s and 

one Year 8 were 24th.   
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Our mixed team, comprising one Year 10, two Year 9s and one Year 7 (Matteo Avello, Timas Montvydas, 

Wiktoria Odrazil and Isabella Dos Santos) did extremely well to finish 8th in an event where a new championship 

record was set. 

 

 
Timas Montvydas found himself twice sitting in the medal zone after his races, waiting for the organisers to 

collate the results of the various heats, to see if he had finished in the top three.  In the Year 9 boys 4 minute 

race, he was 5th out of 100, and then after finishing 2nd in his heat, he found himself in a final position of 4th, just 

narrowly avoiding a repeat of the medal he won in 2018, with Joshua Monds finishing 19th out of the 51 in the 

500m sprint event. 

 

 

 

Isabella Dos Santos (right) was just outside the top 

10 in her 2 minute event, but improved in her second 

race of the day to climb to 7th in the 500m event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also improving from his first race to his second, Tyler Wall (left) finished 5th in 

the 2 minute event for Year 7 boys, with Miracle Ifeabunike finishing 12th, 

following this up with a fantastic bronze medal in the 500m sprint, where Arjun 

Bawa came 14th. 
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The students met double Olympic Champion from New Zealand, Eric Murray, and witnessed 3 world records 

being set. 

 

The next event for the rowers will be the South of England Indoor Rowing Championships on Sunday 9 

February 2020. 

 

BRIC 2019 TLA Results 

 

Year Name Event 
Position Distance 

or time 
Personal 

best? 
No of 

entries 

7 Tyler Wall Yr7 Boys 500m 3rd 1:57.6 Yes 19 

9 Timas Montvydas Yr9 Boys 500m 4th 1:35.0 Yes 51 

9 Timas Montvydas Yr9 Boys 4’ 5th 1150 Yes 100 

7 Tyler Wall Yr7 Boys 2’ 5th 510 Yes 26 

7 Isabella Dos Santos Yr7 Girls 500m 7th 2:13.2 Yes 13 

7-10 

Matteo Avello / Timas 
Montvydas / Wiktoria 
Odrazil / Isabella Dos 
Santos 

Mixed relay 8’ 8th 
2285 

 
 11 

8 Zayaan Adil Yr 8 Boys 3’ 9th 771 Yes 33 

7 Isabella Dos Santos Yr7 Girls 2’ 11th 450 Yes 21 

8 Dayem Afzal Yr 8 Boys 3’ 12th 751 Yes 33 

7 Miracle Ifeabunike Yr7 Boys 2’ 12th 471 Yes 26 

7 Arjun Bawa Yr7 Boys 500m 14th 2:20.2  19 

8 Subhaan Butt Yr 8 Boys 3’ 16th 729 Yes 33 

9 Joshua Monds Yr9 Boys 500m 19th 1:44.9 Yes 51 

8-9 
Joshua Monds / Kyle 
Bradburn / Zayaan Adil / 
Dayem Afzal 

Boys relay 8’ 21st 2210  27 

7-8 
Subhaan Butt / Tyler Wall 
/ Miracle Ifeabunike / 
Arjun Bawa 

Boys relay 8’ 24th 1911  27 

9 Kyle Bradburn Yr9 Boys 500m 25th 1:47.1  51 

10 Matteo Avello 
Yr10 Boys 
500m 

26th 1:41.7  41 

9 Wiktoria Odrazil Yr9 Girls 500m 26th 1:58.4  48 

9 Joshua Monds Yr9 Boys 4’ 32nd 1051 Yes 100 

 

Nigel Weare - Director of Rowing 
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TLA Therapy Dog  

Barkley, our Pet Therapy Dog joined the academy this term and has already proved to be 

a great addition to the team. 

On Tuesday afternoons Barkley works with our Nurture Group students. During the first 

week the students were understandably apprehensive, but by the end of the session it 

was smiles all round. The students were given guidance on dog etiquette and hygiene and 

how to respect dogs in the community to stay safe. Each student wrote a story on their 

first meeting with Barkley and how they felt, as an emotional writing experience. 

The students also read a book about “Barkley’s Wondrous Adventures”. This 

was done as a group reading exercise, with each student reading a passage, 

helping each other with expressive storytelling, punctuation and grammar. 

It was magical to see the students bonding together, helping each other 

overcome and understand new words and vocabulary.   

Inspired by the book, the students are now enthusiastically writing and 

illustrating their own adventure with Barkley and will be reading their pieces 

to Barkley and the group at the end of term. It has been a rewarding term for the students who have 

enthusiastically embraced Barkley as part of the team and look forward to his weekly sessions. 

We are looking to extend Barkley’s role and he will be working with EAL (English as an Additional Language) 

students and the Enrichment programme in the New Year.  
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Senior Citizens Christmas Party 

Our annual senior citizens Christmas party took place on 11 December and was attended by 110 of our local 

residents. They enjoyed bingo, sing-a-long and dancing. Students from all year groups came along to help 

support the OAP’s to play bingo and dancing. Every senior citizen got a raffle prize and a jar of sweets from 

Santa. The senior citizens all said how great the students were and how hard the staff had worked to make it all 

happen. A good time was had by all and they are all looking forward to next year. 

We would like to thank some of our local shops for donating goods for our raffle prize. Langley Village: Budgens 

and Lawsons Flowers.  Trelawney Ave: Chemist, Coop, Sunny’s, Sweet shop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

31 
 
 

 

 

 


