
  

 

                                                                                   

                                                                                     

 

 

 

It was my great privilege to attend the opening night of our whole Academy production of Beauty and the Beast 

this week. The quality of our annual show goes from strength to strength and it is a great pleasure to see our 

young, budding actors embrace and enjoy the opportunity. They are supported by a fantastic back stage team 

and the polished performances are testament to the hard work and dedication of the cast, crew and committed 

staff. It was so good that I went back and watched it all again on the second night!  

We will return with great excitement after the break as we move into our brand-new 6th Form teaching block, 

which is to be named the Sir Martyn Arbib Centre. Sir Martyn was the original sponsor of TLA but as you know 

his daughter has taken on that role for several years now.  We are incredibly fortunate to have been able to 

create a whole new block with twelve classrooms, one an ICT suite, a staff room and an office. The first floor is 

dedicated to 6th Form lessons and downstairs will be home to the Humanities faculty. The building is beautiful 

and we will use it to celebrate our high expectations and student destinations. 
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As we move lessons into the new centre, work will commence on the current 6th Form building where we will 

be developing further facilities for our older students. These will include a library, café, drama studio, computer 

suites and a brand-new gym which has generated a lot of excitement. There will be an official opening of these 

buildings later in the academic year.  

In the next half term students in Year 10 will have assessment week followed by work experience while Years 

11 and 13 will be completing PPE exams. There are half term intervention sessions to support revision and 

students should also be working independently. They must also, of course, have a good rest.  

Wishing you all a very happy half term break.  

Alison Lusuardi – Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY   

Friday 14 End of Spring Half-Term 1 13:40 

 Half-Term  

Monday 24 Start of Spring Half-Term 2 08:20 

Wednesday 26 Year 12 UCAS Information Evening 17:30 - 19:00 

Thursday 27 Year 8 Parent/Carer Evening 16:30 - 19:00 

MARCH   

Thursday 5 Year 8 Options Evening 16:00 - 18:00 

Thursday 19 Year 12 Parent/Carer Evening 16:30 - 19:00 

Wednesday 25 Parent Forum 18:00 - 19:00 

APRIL   

Wednesday 1 Year 12 AIG Evening 16:30 - 19:00 

Friday 3 End of Spring Half-Term 2 12:00 

 Half-Term  

Monday 20 INSET Day - No students at Academy  

Tuesday 21 Start of Summer Half-Term 1 08:20 

 
 
 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
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This term’s focus was in the hands of Gaia House and it was all about upcycling and recycling. 7Arbib designed 

posters to show mindfulness of our waste and sustainability. Both are by Nona Shibeeb and what great job Nona 

has done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARBIB 
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House Council 

The Arbib House Council members are as follows and can be identified by the School Council badge on their 

lapel: 

Year 7: Jasmin Naim & Asim Elsayed 

Year 8: Carol Dogah & Zayaan Adil 

Year 9: Stephanie King & Joachim Walejcko 

 

We have had a meeting during Term 3 and we have discussed a wide range of topics from the TLA restaurant to 

Enrichment. All these ideas have been passed to the Academy Council for further discussion. 

 

Mr Blackford – Head of Arbib House 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This term has been Gaia focus term and we have been raising awareness of a number of climate change issues, 

as well as looking into the theme of “Upcycling”. Upcycling is taking something old/used and doing it up or 

repurposing it into something else, so it is used again rather than binned. In our Atrium we are lucky to have an 

exhibition set up by Museum Learning that has objects made out of recycled materials.  

Hanan Asif, Fiza Asif Iqbal and Zoey Naqi from Gaia House 

presented in their assembly what they thought about the 

objects: “We really enjoyed the special tour that Ms Hudson 

gave us and we liked learning about the different objects. Our 

favourite though was the chess set. Not only do the pieces 

look really cool we like working out what they were originally 

made from, such as cheese graters and old mustard 

containers. We recommend everyone taking a look at the 

exhibit.” 

On this theme, workshops were run at lunchtimes where students could bring in an old light coloured T-Shirt 

and upcycle them into something funky and different. They had the options of using neon fabric spray paint, 

fabric pens or tie dying. Year 7s in particular really enjoyed the opportunity with 42 taking part in one lunchtime 

alone! The results of their upcycling were showcased on Friday where they could wear their T-Shirt for a 

donation of 50p. The aim was to raise money to help Australia.  

In assemblies during the week students learnt a bit more about how climate change was the cause of the fires 

in Australia, with KS4 going into further details during House Tutor discussing Australia’s coal industry and the 

policies they have in place over there that effect climate change. Students and staff alike were shocked to 

discover that an estimated 1.5 billion animals have died in the fires, and so the money raised from the Upcycled 

T-shirt day went towards the WWF emergency animal fund. The total raised was £62 and I am grateful for all 

the support and donations students gave towards the event.  

 

GAIA 
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To celebrate, Ms Bevan, Mr Rider and I awarded prizes for the best shirts. The prizes included a reusable water 

bottle, another focus of the week.  

 

Congratulations to Arjan Bawa, Charlene Mugari and Nona Shibeeb. 
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Momentum is growing in society at the moment for the awareness of single use plastics and as a school there is 

more we can do to help the problem. To raise awareness a sculpture was built in the atrium of a whale as there 

is a serious issue of the amount of plastic that ends up in the oceans. Over a week students had the opportunity 

to throw their plastic bottles into the whale to showcase the number of plastic bottles we get through each 

week. KS3 also learnt about the life cycle of a plastic bottle and created their own recycling posters to go up 

around the whale. Staff and students alike have been talking about our use of single use plastic, claiming the 

whale has opened up the conversation about it within the school. Hopefully an increase in plastic recycling will 

be seen by the end of the academic year. 

A big thank you to all who took part and helped throughout the 

term, both staff and students. We have got the conversation going 

on the changing environment and I hope the momentum carries forward with more doing their bit to help. 

Ms Brown – Head of Gaia House 
 

 
 
 
 
It has been an strong start to 2020 for Globe House as we bring a very hectic term to a close. We have finished 

the term with 95.02%, which represents a steady increase from the end of last term! We hope to continue this 

improvement and finish the year above the academy target of 96.1%. We have also finished the term with 4190 

achievement points, achieving the most by leading learning, making significant contributions in various subjects 

and overcoming a challenge – well done to everybody in Globe House. 

We are particularly proud of Krishna Deepak (right) for winning a bronze medal in the 

South of England Indoor Rowing Championships as part of the J14 team – Well done 

Krishna! 

We would also like to congratulate Joshua Monds and Cristian Baluta who have done 

wonderfully well in lead roles of the school production of Beauty and the Beast – A 

massive success! 

Mr Raymond – Head of Globe House 

GLOBE 
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It has been a strong half term for Grace House. 7Grace are doing fantastically well around the academy, really 

engaging in all their lessons and presenting themselves in a mature and focused manner.  

 

8Grace currently have the best attendance out of all of the Grace House Tutor Groups with a total percentage 

of 95.9%, beating the Academy target of 96.1%. 

 

9Grace are still working hard in their new option blocks. I am only hearing good things said about their 

commitment and drive to achieve all that is possible. Ms McDonnell is their new House Tutor this year and she 

is helping them to stay on the right track. 

10Grace are working hard in preparing themselves for next year’s GCSEs. They are also preparing for their Year 

10 exams and work experience that are coming up over the next few months. They are always willing to go the 

extra mile and Kareen Bhail and Donjeta Pllana are excellent examples of this in the recent ‘Send My Friend to 

School’ campaign, run by Museum Learning. They both spoke very passionately about the problems that young 

people face in an ever changing world: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q8aqVnQ0VsE 

 

11Grace are frantically getting themselves ready for their final exams, so are revising hard and doing everything 

possible to allow themselves as many choices as possible for next year. 

Thank you to all the House tutors and students who work so hard to ensure that Grace stay the best House 😊 

Mr Ferrin – Head of Grace House 

GRACE 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q8aqVnQ0VsE
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This term has been Gaia’s term of sustainability, the assembly went well and the students showed an 

understanding of what they can do to become more sustainable, for example reusing bottles for water was a 

simple way to save on the amount of plastic placed in the bin. 

The average attendance for Henley is 95.58%, this is currently below the school’s expectations. Hopefully for the 

remainder of the year there is an increase and we get over the schools expectation of 96.1%. 

I also want to congratulate 7Henley for having the most achievement points this term in Henley House. Also for 

having the best attendance in the House with 97.67%. 7Henley were also this term’s 100 Club winners with a 

total of 16 days of 100% attendance this term. 

I would also like to congratulate the whole House on currently being 2nd place in the House Cup, hopefully for 

the remainder of the year there will be a big push to try and finish in 1st place. 

Mr Sussex – Head of Henley House 

 

Maths 

Mastery Lessons 

This academic year, Year 7 and 8 have two lessons a fortnight based solely upon building their mathematical 

mastery skills.  

The main aim of these lessons is for the class to work together through problem solving to tackle problems and 

address misconceptions as they occur. Students are encouraged to identify key information and draw 

conclusions based upon this. When children can make connections in their learning, sustain their understanding 

and build on prior learning they are not only becoming better Mathematicians but better learners altogether.   

Children often understand something one day, only for them to completely forget it the next. We need to help 

them to learn deeper. Using questioning as a key strategy alongside a concrete, pictorial, abstract approach we 

can support this goal. Teaching children to be mindful is crucial here. In other words, looking for patterns, 

drawing on things they already know and relating these to their current learning.  

 

 

This half term we have been focusing 

these sessions on sequences and 

patterns. One of the problems students 

worked on is shown here: 

 

 

 

HENLEY 

 

 



 

9 
 
 

 

 

Catch Up 

Students who started TLA with weak numeracy skills have been attending Catch Up sessions weekly over this 

half term. These 23 students have been working with the Catch Up Tutors to build their numeracy skills and 

confidence in maths. Ms Ashraf has been coordinating this and students have responded really positively so far. 

If you have any queries about the Catch Up program please contact Ms Ashraf via email at 

arusa.ashraf@langleyacademy.org 

Tutors are: Mr Budwal; Ms Butzen; Ms Dobson; Mr Gupta; Mr Salian and Ms Smith. 

Once students have attended 12 sessions, they have finished their programme and this is starting to happen 

now for many of our students. If you are unsure if your child has finished the programme please contact their 

Catch Up Tutor. 

Independent Learning 

Independent learning resources are a strong part of the maths curriculum.  

All students have access to Active Learn (www.pearsonactivelearn.com) and MyMaths (www.mymaths.co.uk). 

Both resources provide opportunities for students to do independent study.  

Key Stage 4 students also have access to GCSE Pod (www.gcsepod.com) which provides yet more tools for 

independent study. 

We ask parents to support students in completing homework to a good standard and on time. Should students 

need support with using any of these resources or any mathematical content from within them, support is 

available in N109 every Monday. 

Year 11 have access to Practice papers via 

the student shared area and Year 11 

revision is available after school Monday 

with Ms Butzen and Mr Katsholo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:arusa.ashraf@langleyacademy.org
http://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.gcsepod.com/
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CAPA 

Media 

Year 11s and 13s have nearly completed their coursework, designing magazines and websites, and preparations 

are also underway for the mock exams coming up after half-term. After their mock exams, the Year 10s will 

begin designing websites using wix.com.  

Two year 12 students, Megan Kelly and Aga Kleczar are currently working on editing promotional material that 

will appear on the school website. At the moment they are editing an interview with one of the governors of 

Arbib Trust and this video will be viewable through the school website in coming weeks. 

Drama 

Year 7 have been looking at the Roald Dhal play ‘James and the Giant Peach’ this term in Drama. We have been 

looking at vocal skills, physical skills and the role of a costume designer. In groups Year 7’s had to choose one 

character from the play and design the costume for that character. The winners for the competition are below: 

As part of their GCSE, in January, Year 10 had the fantastic opportunity to go into London to see the production 

of ‘The Woman in Black’. Whilst watching, the students were busy writing down notes in their booklets to help 

them with Section C of the written exam. Section C has a 32 mark question they will need to answer about the 

production they have seen. The question could be based on Costume, Lighting, Set, Sound or Acting.  

Year 11 have just completed their Component 3 practical exam. Students were put into pairs or groups and had 

to perform two key extracts to an external examiner from AQA. All Year 11 did a fantastic job in their 

performances.  
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Beauty and the Beast - Since September students from Year 7-13 have been busy working really hard in 

rehearsal for our whole school production of ‘Beauty and the Beast’. Students have been in rehearsals every 

Monday and Thursday for the past 5 months, perfecting scenes and learning songs ready for the performance. 

The students performed a matinee on Monday 10 February to TLA Primary and then three evening performances 

on Tuesday 11, Wednesday 12 and Thursday 13 February. 

The cast and crew have done an amazing job in creating such a wonderful performance. The CAPA faculty are 

all very proud of all students involved for the hard work and dedication they have put in.  

Music 

Another busy term for the Music Department has seen a focus on Composition skills for our Key Stage Four and 

Five students, with Sibelius and Logic Pro X software packages being the focus of our lessons.  Students have 

been mastering of melody and accompaniment writing in the western classical tradition, with the results being 

submitted at the end of term.   

Away from the classroom, it’s fantastic to see so many students taking part in extra-curricular music making.  

We have a number of rock and pop bands forming in all year groups, and a number of singers in our school 

production – Beauty and The Beast. 

It’s not too late to start learning a musical instrument.  Sign up over the half term break with Slough Music 

Service by clicking here - https://www.sloughmusicservice.co.uk/For-Pupils/Lessons-in-School/Apply . Perhaps 

you’d like to learn as part of Rock and Pop Band.  Sign up with Rocksteady Music School and encourage your 

friends to do the same.  https://booking.rocksteadymusicschool.com/ 

https://www.sloughmusicservice.co.uk/For-Pupils/Lessons-in-School/Apply
https://booking.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
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PE 

Indoor Athletics 

A huge congratulations to our Year 8 indoor athletes who 

finished 3rd out of 12 teams and narrowly missed out by 

one place to represent Slough at a future indoor athletics 

event. The team included, Jake Kabelu, Tyler Palfrey, 

Nooredin Arbibey, Malcolm Georges and Tristan 

Villacrusis. 

 

 

 

A Star for the Future? 

We are delighted that through representing the school at a national cup fixture 

an opportuniy has arisen for one of our students’ to have a trial at Fulham FC. We 

are really pleased for Chisom Udochukwu who is currently going through the trial 

process by currently completing 5 sessions with Fulham. We are patiently waiting 

to find out the outcome of the trial and are keeping our fingers crossed. 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 Football Team 

The Year 8 football team have been on fire 

this year. Only losing one league game 

whilst winning the others. The team have 

shown real resilience and courage in the 

games played which has led to last minute 

goals and holding onto narrow wins. 

Plenty of good moments this year and 

looking forward to finishing this year off 

strongly. It has been a pleasure watching 

this team and hopefully they continue to 

grow over the coming years. 
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Year 9 Boys Football 

Year 9 boys played the best game they have played in 

the time they have been at TLA. Linking very well 

throughout the positions. They defended with their 

hearts on the line, lead by Dru Bailey who was man of 

the match in centre back and nearly scored the winning 

goal that narrowly missed. The other man of the match 

was Ollie Ellis who was at the heart of most of the 

attacks and scored our second goal with a top corner 

lob from 20 yards out. A special mention to Malcom 

Georges who is a Year 8 student who has impressed us 

this year as a young sportsman. On his debut for the 

year above he scored a great goal at the top of the net. 

The boys are really starting to work well together as a team and I’m excited for the next term which will bring 

new competition. 

 
KS3 Girls Football 

 

This group of Year 7 and 8 girls have been nothing but committed this year. They all come to training every 

Tuesday lunch time to girls only football club. They have developed all individually gaining confidence and 

improving their football skills. I wouldn’t want some of them to tackle me! It is amazing to see them grow and 

what a great time for them to get involved in a forever growing women’s game. Year 7’s at a tournament at 

Slough and Eton won 4 out 5 games and were unlucky to lose 2-1 in the last minute. The Year 8’s in the finals 

narrowly missed out on a sport in the semi finals. Very proud of both teams and it’s great to see how much they 

are loving and enjoying their football. 

 

 

Year 7 Football Team Year 8 Football Team 
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DT 
 

The Design Technology Faculty have been really busy this half-term with various projects. 

The Year 11 Hospitality and Catering classes have been undertaking their 4 hour practical exam. This has never 

been delivered before, but I can say the students were a credit to the Academy. They worked really hard for the 

duration of the time and produced some really ‘cracking’ dishes as see below. 

 
Year 11 students studying their GCSE in DT have completed their coursework, which is worth 50% of their final 

mark. They have produced some fantastic development models and have backed this up with a 20-page 

portfolio. Now they will need to revise for their final examination in May 2020. Some photographs have been 

attached to show what they have manufactured. 
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Congratulations to Harry Mewett in Year 13 in finishing his A Level 

final product. He manufactured an upcycled table where he used 

all recycled materials, including a washing machine drum, LED 

lights and cast rollers to rotate the drum. He has now got to 

complete his folder work, which is due in after half-term and then 

revise for his exam.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Museum Learning 

This term we welcomed two volunteers to our Museum Learning Team. Freya Pook and Jemma Jarman are 

students from Reading University who want to find out more about working in a Museum Learning Academy. 

So far Jemma has helped us make over 90 dinosaur coprolites for a palaeontology workshop at The Langley 

Heritage Primary. Both volunteers are helping the Museum Learning Team keep track of objects in our store.  

 

Are you Inspired by Design?  

In our current exhibition you can see the latest innovative design from the Crafts Council 

Collection. Fierce jewellery, a cardboard scissor stool, upcycled chess pieces: these designs 

combine a playful approach to form and function with traditional crafting skills.  

Craft and design matter to our future. Environmental change forces us to think differently about the materials 

we use and what they cost the planet. The exploitation of natural resources, the pollution generated by factories 

and transport of goods, and the waste created by the consumption of short-lived low-cost items pose serious 

challenges to global sustainability. 

Eco-design is becoming more popular as more people are recognising the degree to which we are responsible 

for our environmental problems. Eco-design is part of a global approach which sets out goals and principles for 

manufacturing that focuses on saving natural resources, reducing waste and pollution and minimising 

environmental impacts of a product’s lifecycle. 
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Craft has an essential role to play in building a more sustainable future. Inspired by Design shares with our 

students how makers are trailblazing the use of recycled and sustainably-sources materials and pioneering new, 

low impact alternatives.  

 

 

 

Send my Friend to School Campaign 

Last academic year Rachel Essah and Zaafir Virmani in Year 11 took part 

in the Send My Friend to School Campaign. As a result of their 

involvement they were chosen to be the presenters of the 2020 campaign 

film. At the beginning of January we had a film crew on site to gather the 

film footage. Year 7, 10 and 11 students were involved in the film and they 

represented the school brilliantly.  

The organisers praised Rachel and Zaafir for being natural presenters and 

expressed that it was obvious from the outset at the campaign training and from the MP meeting at Parliament 

last year that they were excellent public speakers who were passionate about the campaign. 

If you wish to see the campaign film please follow this link: https://sendmyfriend.org/resource/2020-campaign-

film/ 

In other Send My Friend to School news, big congratulations to Gilbert Awuah and Donjeta Pllana in Year 10 

who have been selected to represent The Langley Academy as 2020 Send My Friend to School Campaign 

Champions. Gilbert and Donjeta passed both a written application and Skype interview process.  

 

Next steps for the students is to attend an action-packed 2 day residential with Mr Raymond where they will 

learn how to campaign and more about the campaign itself. The students will then take their message to the 

heart of the government by taking part in the campaigns Parliamentary action day where they will get the 

opportunity to speak to MP’s.  

 

 

 

 

https://sendmyfriend.org/resource/2020-campaign-film/
https://sendmyfriend.org/resource/2020-campaign-film/
https://www.sendmyfriend.org/campaign-champions/
https://www.sendmyfriend.org/campaign-champions/
https://www.sendmyfriend.org/
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Holocaust Memorial Day 

 

Jakub Kordel and Rohan Gandham in Year 13 took part in the 2020 

Holocaust Memorial Day event in Slough. Due to their previous 

involvement with the Lessons from Auschwitz Project they were 

selected to present at the commemorative event about their 

experience within the Project. 

 

Communities around the United Kingdom commemorate 

Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) every year on, or around, 27 

January which was the date that Auschwitz-Birkenau was liberated 

by the Soviet Army. HMD 2020 marked the 75th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz – this is a significant 

milestone and is made particularly poignant by the dwindling number of survivors who are able to share their 

testimony. 

 

Lessons from Auschwitz 

Arisha Khuram and Elizabeth Monds in Year 12 were selected to take part in the 

2020 Lessons from Auschwitz project run by the Holocaust Educational Trust. This 

intensive course explores the universal lessons from Auschwitz and their relevance 

today. The project aims to increase knowledge and understanding of the Holocaust 

for young people and to clearly highlight what can happen if prejudice and racism 

become acceptable. As a result of participating in the Project, students become 

Holocaust Educational Trust Ambassadors. 

 

 

 

As part of the project the Year 12 students 

attended an Orientation seminar focusing 

on pre-war Jewish life and heard a 

holocaust survivor speak about their 

family’s experiences.  

 

After half term the students will 

participate in a one day visit to Poland to 

tour the former Nazi concentration and 

death camp of Auschwitz-Birkenau. The 

students will also be taking part in a follow 

up seminar to reflect on their visit and the 

contemporary relevance of the lessons of 

the Holocaust before designing and carry 

out their own plans of how to spread the 

lessons and take action against prejudice and racism in today’s society.  

https://www.het.org.uk/lessons-from-auschwitz-programme
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The horrors of the Industrial Revolution 

 

 

This term Ms Hudson ran workshops focusing on the 

Industrial Revolution with Year 8 History students. How was 

your poo disposed of in the past? Is child labour a good 

thing? If Jack the Ripper operated in modern society would 

the police catch him? Is the Jack the Ripper Museum telling 

the right history? 

 

 

What is the point of Economics?  

The Year 13 Economics students explored this question, looking at the causes and consequences of poverty in 

the 19th century. What would Karl Marx have seen on the London streets? Why do we need to consider ethics 

when we are thinking about economic models?  

Ms Gill introduced economics to a group of Year 7 students working with Ms Heales.  The students had to design 

their own cities. What is more important, houses or schools? Factories or hospitals? They completed to build 

the best city.  

 

Coming soon next term:  

The PE Faculty will be running trips to Twickenham World 

Rugby Museum for PE and Sports BTEC students in Year 9, 10 

12 and 13. Some of our Year 7s will be visiting the Eton 

Museum of Natural History and Year 10 History Students will 

be off to Belgium to see the First World War battlefields and 

experience the Menin Gate Last Post ceremony.  

 

 

Look out for our next exhibition: Maths in Nature 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=natural+symmetry&id=31971159813A9393D030F5ECD73601191B0C24BA&FORM=IQFRBA
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Rowing 

South of England Indoor Rowing Championships (SEIRC) 2020 

On Sunday 9 February, 18 students and 2 coaches went to the South of England Indoor Rowing Championships 

in Abingdon.  15 students and 1 coach won medals.  The other three students all produced individual personal 

bests.  Every single year group won medals. 

The day starts with the youngest competitors, and works through to the eldest at the end of the day, with the 

spectacle of the coaches’ sprint races in the middle of the day. 

Tyler Wall of Year 7 started a fantastic day for himself, with a silver medal in the 

individual J12 2 minute race.  He would end the day with a full set of gold, silver 

and bronze medals hanging around his neck. Miracle Ifeabunike finished 5th, 

whilst Azeem Ahmed Khan 6th, and all the other Year 7s produced massive 

improvements on their personal best scores. 

 

 

Initially, Miracle was mistakenly presented with a 

bronze medal.  The organisers then had to ask him 

to return it.  He hid his huge disappointment, and 

returned the medal with real grace – the mark of a 

true sportsman. 

 

In the J13 individual 3 minute race, Dayem Afzal was 2 metres ahead of Subhaan Butt, and 2 metres behind the 

medals, the two of them finishing 4th and 5th.  Dayem’s machine had to be put back in alignment with the other 

machines after his race, showing that there is more to come, with better technique. All 5 Year 8s who raced 

produced personal bests on the day. 
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The Year 7s then grouped together as a relay team, and 

won the 2000 metre race by 9 seconds, earning the first 

of 3 sets of gold for the Academy. Miracle then had a 

medal of his own, with Azeem Ahmed, Harley 

Townsend and Tyler Wall. 

 

 

Timas Montvydas (right) led from start to finish with an impressive display and another 

PB to claim gold in the J14 individual 4 minute race.  Subhan Mirza finished 4th.  4th was 

our best result in the J15 individual 5 minute row, by Matteo Avello. 

The J13 team, with Tyler from Year 7 rowing up a year to complete the foursome, with 

Piero Ciobanu, Dayem Afzal and Subhaan Butt, produced yet another medal, a bronze, 

which completed Tyler’s set and made him our most decorated rower of the day. 

 

Dayem then rowed up a year, joining Timas, Subhan and 

Krishna in a race that saw them miss the silver medal by 

0.1 seconds. 

 

 

Jasmine Jenkins showed superior technique over 

her opponents, but lacked the size of the two girls 

who finished in front of her, but added another 

bronze medal to the ever growing pile in the WJ17+ 

2000 metre race, beating the TLA record for year 

12s in the process.  Jasmine was our only female 

representative on the day. 

This left the J15 team of Matteo Avello, 

Luke Birdseye, Senraj Brar and Rayan 

Rahman to finish the day, which they did by 

winning their age group team event for the 

third year in a row.  They led right from the 

start, and committed themselves to seeing 

how close they could get to the 

championship record, showing them what 

more they need to find.  They were 116 

metres in front when they finished. 

The final tally was 3 golds, 2 silvers and 3 bronze across all the age groups and both genders. 
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Yes! Futures Programme                                                                                              

Trip to PGL Liddington 

After months of hard work and dedication, the students studying under the Yes! 

Futures programme were rewarded this half term with a residential trip to PGL 

Liddington in Swindon.  

Yes Futures is a London based charity which exist to empower 8-18 year olds to 

develop self-esteem and make ambitious choices, leading to success at school and flourishing future lives. A 

range of students from years 7-11 have been taking part in activities both in school and out boosting their self-

awareness, confidence, resilience and communication skills. 

 

The students spent a weekend with both Yes! Future’s and PGL staff experiencing the 

great outdoors and getting to know those just like them from other schools in the 

South-East. Whilst there they took part in a range of activities from Archery to 

Abseiling and Survival Skills to Jacob’s ladder. 

All of our students did the Academy proud and were highly praised for their hard work 

and dedication to overcoming their fears. But special commendation goes to Harry 

McNicoll, Liam Leka, Ahmed Alqaysi and Josh Peachey who each picked up specific 

awards above all 120 students from 5 different school that were there in total.  
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The students will continue to apply the skills they have learnt over the next 

few months independently now that they have entered the self-coaching 

stage in the programme; setting themselves both personal and academic 

goals. The Yes! Futures team will then be back with us in June where 

students will take part in a graduation ceremony in front of friends, family 

and staff marking the end to their participation in the programme.  

 

 

 

 

 

Duke of Edinburgh 

Many young people find achieving a DofE Award life-changing. A fun adventure and major challenge, three 

progressive Award levels (Bronze, Silver and Gold) and a wide range of activities offer endless possibilities to 

anyone aged 14 to 24. Millions of young people in the UK have already taken part in the world’s leading youth 

achievement award – pushing personal boundaries, gaining new skills and enhancing their CVs and university 

applications.  

On Thursday 23 January, we celebrated the achievements of last year’s cohort of DofE participants with an 

Awards Presentation Evening. It was great to see so many students and parents in attendance.  
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Expeditions 

The Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award, Year 9, and Silver Duke of Edinburgh award, Year 10, each see students 

taking part in completing 4 sections of the award as outlined below. 

This half term has seen students from both Bronze and Silver start their Expedition training. This will be 

continuing after half term every Thursday for all students. Expedition dates are now finalised and will be sent 

home in a letter to all parents with further information. 

Expedition Date Where 

Bronze Practice Fri 24 April – Sat 25 April Chiltern Hills near Stokenchurch 

Bronze Assessed Sat 20 June – Sun 21 June Chiltern Hills near Great Missenden 

Silver Practice Thurs 7 May – Sat 9 May Forest of Dean 

Silver Assessed Fri 5 June – Sun 7 June Isle of Purbeck 

 

The most important piece of kit your son/daughter will need is walking boots. Please see the information below. 

We will be providing rucksacks and tents. 
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Careers 

Year 9 Careers Fair - 5 February  

The year group visited Lynch Hill Enterprise Academy 

to visit the annual Careers Fair. An impressive array of 

local employers, colleges and universities were in 

attendance giving our students an introduction to 

opportunities in the local Slough area job market. 

Companies from the IT industry to O2 displayed 

apprenticeship opportunities from GCSE to degree 

level entry, promotional prospects and earning 

potential.   

Year 9 are potentially just over 2 years away from 

employment and this event should start to get them 

matching interests to career pathways.  

Year 10 ‘Skills in to Life’ Day - Friday 14 February  

Local businesses discussed with students the importance and role of business etiquette. It is a valuable learning 

experience and preparation for their upcoming work experience. The workshops will take in customer services, 

interview techniques, health & safety. 

Year 10 Work Experience - A Big Request 

Our Year 10 students will be embarking on their Work Experience from Monday 2 March to Friday 6 March.  This 

year, students have found their own placements but some are still yet to find one.  If you can take a student or 

two or know someone who is willing, please contact Mr Goodyear at the academy. You will be helping us out a 

great deal and it will be a fulfilling week, knowing you are contributing to preparing a young person for adult life 

and the world of work. 

 

Family Liaison Officer 

My name is Sarah Smart and I am the new Family Liaison Officer at the Academy. I am 

here to support students and their families in a pastoral capacity around any family-

related/personal issues they may be going through.  My role is to act as a link and 

listening point between families and the school.  

My email address is sarah.smart@langleyacademy.org and I’m happy to be contacted 

by parents/carers who would value support for them and/or their children.  

We are also looking to replenish our clothing and shoes stocks for students who may be in need.  If you are 

perhaps having a clear out over half term, we would love to receive young people’s casual clothes, shoes and 

coats and school uniform in good repair.  Please send in any donations with your children and ask them to leave 

at the SSM Desk. 

mailto:sarah.smart@langleyacademy.org
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LRC 

The beginning of the first term of 2020 has been a comparatively quiet one in the TLA Library.  Somehow getting 

back into the swing of things after Christmas always seems to take a while, and in these dark winter times it can 

sometimes be a matter of gritting your teeth and getting through the day (for 

students, staff and parents alike I suspect!).  I for one have been coping by 

curling up with a good book at every opportunity, and with new books coming 

into the Library on a regular basis there have been plenty to keep me and 

other borrowers happily occupied. 

I have been thinking a lot about the benefits of reading for pleasure. As we 

all know it is real challenge to persuade a reluctant reader to open a book if 

they do not want to do it.  It is, however, worth considering a few statistics:  

 A third of 15-16 year olds say that they never read compared to just 5% of 9-10 year olds. 

 The ongoing British Cohort Study has found that ‘children who read for pleasure made more progress in 

Maths, as well as vocabulary and spelling, between the ages of 10-16 than those who rarely read’. 

 The resulting knowledge and understanding gained by regular readers is ‘four times greater than the 

advantage children gain from having a parent with a degree.’ 

 The Reading Agency, a UK literacy charity, has found that ‘regular “self-directed” reading also helps 

develop curiosity, empathy and imagination’ – life skills that are increasingly required by young people 

growing up today. 

So … when the wind is beating at your door and the rain is lashing at your windows over the half-term holiday, 

think twice about switching on that games console and pick up a book instead…!! 

Hattie Kimberley - TLA Librarian 

 

Pet Therapy Dog 

Barkley, our Pet Therapy Dog joined the academy last term and has already proved to 

be a great addition to the team. This term Barkley joined the Enrichment programme 

“Dog Therapy” with a group of Year 7 and 8 boys. 

Students enjoyed taking part in group discussions on all aspects of keeping a dog 

healthy including learning about toxic foods and plants, exercising and training, the 

importance of hygiene and vet care, safety and respect around dogs completing the 

sessions with a quiz. 

Students then went on to discuss the various working and service dogs. We discussed the vital contribution 

these dogs can have in the community such as sniffer dogs, police dogs, military, herding and mountain rescue 

dogs. Also the support and lifesaving benefits a service dog can give people with disabilities such as visually and 

hearing-impaired owners.  
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Two short videos were shown to help students with their 

understanding of the importance and contribution these dogs give to 

their owners and the wider community. Again, students took part in a 

quiz to test their understanding and provoke further discussions. 

Barkley took part in a sniffer dog exercise where the students hid a 

tennis ball within the room and invited Barkley to search it out. We are 

pleased to report that the demonstration went remarkably well much 

to the delight and amazement of the students (and his owner). 

Students also read, as a group, a beautifully worded and illustrated 

book based on the real-life story of Jessica Kensky who was injured in 

the 2013 Boston Marathon bombing. Jessica became a double 

amputee and the book tells her story on how her black Labrador named 

Rescue helped her learn to live a new life. 

We look forward to welcoming our new group of girls to the enrichment session next term. 
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Uniform Price Increase 

Price & Buckland have reviewed their online prices which means there has been some increases on the online 

price to parents.  

The table below shows all products available on our online shop and which garments will have an increase on 

price. The price increase will take effect from 1 March 2020. 

 

 


