
 
 

Oracy Report 

The table below details the Talk the Talk workshops delivered last academic year and what we have 

planned/delivered for this academic year 2021-22. 

Year  Workshops 2020-21 Workshops planned/delivered 2021-22 

7  Talk About Transition - 8/9/21 

8 Year 7 Talk About Transition – 8/9/20 Talk about Communication 10/3/21 

9 Year 8 Talk About Communication – 4/5/21  

10 Year 9 Talk About Communication Plus – 
27/4/21 

 

11  Decided not to have a workshop due to curriculum 
time lost and examinations due to take place in 
summer 2022 

12 Year 11 Talk about Communication Plus - 
1/10/20 

Year 12 Talk About the Future – 19/10/21 

13 Year 12 Talk About the Future – 6/5/21  

 

Workshops this year 

Year 7 - Talk about Transition. 

Workshop Aims: Building positive relationships, promoting well-being, boosting confidence in new 

surroundings, improving connections with peers and developing oracy skills. 

183 students took part in the workshop.  

Due to the workshop being half a day, Talk the Talk do not provide us with an impact report. We 

created a brief questionnaire on Microsoft Forms to ascertain the impact of the workshop. Questions 

used were similar to that of what are asked by Talk the Talk in other workshops.  

Questions and results: 

1. Thinking back to your Talk About Transition workshop, how much more confident did you feel 

talking and presenting to your classmates afterwards? 1 - not at all confident. 10 - extremely 

confident. 

6.87 Average Number 

2. How much fun was the workshop? 1 - not at all fun. 10 - extremely fun 

6.66 Average Number 

3. Can you give an example of something you felt was a challenge when moving to The Langley 

Academy but which became less so following discussion in the workshop? 

Making new friends. Multiple responses. 

Speaking in front of class.  



 
What was challenging for me was that I was afraid I would be the only one who was a bit 

nervous to transfer to secondary with lots of thoughts about the negative but during the 

workshop I found out that there were more positives to look forward too. 

Talking to people and putting myself out there and I know feel a little more comfortable to put 

myself out there and talk to different people 

It was coming into secondary school all together but the workshop made me get know more 

people. 

4. What presentation skills did you learn? 

How to speak confidently in front of class. Multiple responses of this. 

How to project my voice and make eye contact. Multiple responses of this. 

5. Did you make any new friends in the workshop? 

82% of students said yes. 

6. Would you recommend the workshop to the new Year 7 students in September? 1 - not 

recommend at all. 10 - highly recommend 

7.72 Average Number 

 

Year 12 - Talk about the Future 

Workshop aims: Identifying employability skills, developing interview techniques, nurturing 

presentation skills, improving connections with potential employers and boosting self-esteem. 

76 students took part. 

The Talk the Talk trainers ask our students 3 standardised questions at key points in the workshop. 

Student responses, on a scale of 1-10, are recorded and used to generate a 'before' and 'after' score 

and then a percentage change. The following is an average of all groups data to provide an overall 

impact for the intervention.  

 

 



 
Trainer comments: 

The students were very personable, mature and intelligent in general. We had some very confident 

young gentleman, who displayed excellent skills in talking about themselves and their skills and 

interview technique.  

A very quiet and reserved class. There was a lack of motivation to begin with but once they warmed 

up there was some good progress made. 

TLA staff comments: 

Mr Mark Rider ‘Students learnt interview techniques. Students thought it was good preparation for 

life after sixth form. Most students liked the sessions as it took them out of their comfort zones. 

Students thought the sessions were good for self-awareness. Students felt the programme had 

developed from YR11 to YR12 with a focus on interview skills. Students thought the sessions should 

be longer than one day’. 

 

Workshops 2022 – 2023 Plan 

Moving forward we will be implementing the below strategy for our oracy programme, which will 

cover all year groups with a clear progression through the Talk the Talk workshops.  

Year 7 to receive Talk about Transition workshop – this supports students using oracy based activities 

and strategies to develop greater self-confidence and resilience to support the successful transition 

from primary to secondary school. 

Year 8 to receive Talk about Communication workshop - an engaging oracy workshop will teach and 

develop the use of structure in presentations, essay writing and exam answers. Students will be taught 

to identify and use persuasive language techniques to get their message across. 

Year 10 to receive Talk about Communication Plus workshop - is an engaging oracy workshop that 

focuses on Group Talk, Debating, Negotiation and Listening Skills, providing your students with 

practical opportunities to put these to the test. 

Year 12 to receive Talk about the Future workshop - supports students preparing to leave school by 

developing the competencies needed to take this next step with confidence and a positive mindset. 

This school workshop contains meaningful activities meeting the Gatsby Benchmarks. 

 

Further information in support of Talk the Talk programme  

• Current KS3 (Y7 & Y8) House tutor programme, which incorporates a term on oracy, has been 

extended to Y9 this year.  

• All staff have taken part in Walkthrus CPD (a toolkit for staff to support teaching and learning) 

with a whole school focus on ‘Say it again better’.  

• All staff have a personal objective focussed on developing ‘Say it again better’ in their 

classroom.  

• All quality assurance to date (years 7, 8, 11 and 13) has had the focus of ‘Say it again better’ 

and it has been a fixed agenda item in faculty meetings. 



 
• House and Academy council elections – students had to write and deliver a speech to their 

house tutor group if they wished to be a house vice/captain. Those students who were then 

successful, through a vote in house tutor groups, attended a house council meeting to discuss 

improvements students wished to see in the academy. At that meeting, students had the 

opportunity to nominate themselves or be nominated by another house council member to 

be put forward for the academy council. These students then wrote and delivered a speech 

that was shared in assemblies for their respective year groups who they would represent. 

These speeches were shared with staff in briefing and voting took place over the course of a 

week. Nine students, two from Y7, one from Y8, two from Y9, one from Y10 and three from 

Y11, are now part of the academy council with the 6th form leadership team.  

• 2 x Year 8 students requested and then delivered an assembly on COP26 and recycling plastic. 

They had written a script and rehearsed it in their own time and made the PowerPoint 

themselves.  

 

Next steps 

• An academic literacy team has been created to implement a strategic plan to further develop 

academic literacy across the school.  

• Jack Petchey’s “Speak Out” Challenge will be part of this plan. A member of the academic 

literacy team will be leading on this. This process involves:  

Expert-Led Workshop - share top tips for speaking in public before each student is given time 

to use these skills to build their own speech from scratch. 

Assembly Final - Students perform their speeches in school assemblies to fellow students and 

teachers, giving teachers time to hear the variety of topics and styles before selecting which 

students will represent their school. 

Regional Finals - an opportunity for everyone in the community and across the borough who 

is taking part in this challenge to come together to celebrate and build a platform for young 

voices to share their uplifting speeches. 

Semi-Final and Final – panel of judges to watch the regional speeches and select a group of 

students to take part in a live final.  

• Use IRIS to film and share best practice 

 

 


