
 
 

Oracy Impact Report Term 1 

Training 

To date, we have run three ‘Talk the Talk sessions’ for the year groups listed below:  

 

Tuesday 8th September Year 7 

Thursday 1st October Year 11  

Thursday 8th October Year 13  

 

Year 7 

Year 7 ‘Talk about Transition’ focuses on the fact that making a successful move to 

secondary school is vital for students’ confidence, self‑esteem and academic achievement. 

Talk About Transition supports these students using oracy based activities and strategies to 

develop greater self-confidence and resilience to support the successful transition from 

primary to secondary school. 

Workshop Aims 

Building positive relationships 

Promoting well-being 

Boosting confidence in new surroundings 

Improving connections with peers 

Developing oracy skills 

 

The workshop also supports the National Curriculum for Spoken English for Years 6 & 7. 

 

Key Impact Measures 

Questionnaires are carried out in years 8 and above to ascertain student progress 

throughout the day but as it is a transition workshop this is not completed in year 7. As a 

result, the data available is the number of students that participated which totalled 183. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Year 11 

The Talk the Talk trainers asked our students 3 standardised questions at key points in the 

workshop. Student responses, on a scale of 1-10, were recorded and used to generate a 

'before' and 'after' score and then a percentage change. The following is an average of all 

groups data to provide an overall impact for the intervention. 

 

Schools Liaison Director Feedback 

It was notable that students remembered the Talk About Communication workshop from last 

year and many of the structures and techniques learned at that time. Trainers noted that 

behaviour was consistently better than last year. Covid restrictions meant that some of the 

close group activities in this workshop and close trainer mentoring had to be modified. Some 

students would have got on better had the normal close one to one mentoring been able to 

take place but overall the majority were unaffected by this restriction. Students were keen to 

participate in group discussions - at the beginning a little too vocally in some cases - but by 

the end all understood how to behave within group activities and to judge when to pitch in 

and when to wait - whilst listening all the time. All trainers noted how the day was organised 

extremely well and were grateful for the warm welcome they received. 

Trainer comments 

‘The class were enthusiastic and it was great to hear them talk positively about the Talk 

About Communication workshop from last year – and observe them using recalled skills’. 

Amy Leighton 

TLA Staff Feedback 

 ‘Very interactive. Students were happy to contribute. Felt comfortable to express their ideas 

and work with the trainer. A lively atmosphere,’ Despoina Metochianaki, English Teacher 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Year 13 

 

Schools Liaison Director Feedback 

Roughly half the Year 13 students were not present which left the four trainers deciding to 

combine groups. One teacher suggested students had stayed away because they thought 

the workshop would be the same as the previous year's Talk About The Future. However, 

those students that decided to participate were quite motivated and should be congratulated 

on their decision. Many showed really strong progress in terms of confidence in voicing their 

opinions within a group discussion context. With C19 distancing it is more difficult for the 

trainer to coach groups whilst keeping 2m away from any student but tips were taken on 

board. Students became more adept at structuring their points and listening before 

responding with counter points. 

Trainer comments 

 ‘As the day progressed the students became more adept at structuring their points and 

listening before responding with counter points. Some students showed real developments 

in terms of confidence in voicing their opinions at the end of the day compared to the 

beginning.’ Max Poole 

TLA Staff Feedback 

 ‘The Year 13s were engaged and enthusiastic. Some tasks pushed them out of their 

comfort zones but when completed you could see how their confidence had grown through 

talking with their peers’, L Blackmore, Sociology Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Actions to date 

 

• Oracy Action plan has been shared with Leadership along with examples of good 

practice and suggestions on how to ensure oracy is embedded and continues to 

evolve. A copy of the presentation is attached. 

• Oracy expectations and assessment sheets shared in staff briefing to ensure 

consistency of approach across The Academy. A copy of the presentation video is 

attached. 

• Oracy posters displayed in every classroom in The Academy. 

• Faculty training included an oracy focus. 

• Key stage 3 Quality Assurance process has included a specific focus on oracy. 

• Faculties are currently reviewing their curriculum plans to ensure Oracy is 

incorporated into their SOWs – this is happening through Directorate line 

management meetings  

 

Next Steps 

• Talk the Talk training for Years 8,9,10 and 12 to take place in January (12/01/21, 

13/01/21, 19/01/21 and 20/01/21) 

• Year 10 QA to incorporate Oracy into focus 

• Use IRIS to film and share best practice 

• House Tutor to include opportunities for mini presentations/oracy games – Careers 

programme and Thought for the Day (this is already happening in year 9.) 

• Sixth Form Student leadership team to deliver an assembly on why oracy is 

important and how to communicate effectively. This will take place in January. 

 

For further details, please refer to the Oracy Action Plan 

 


