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Year 1 
The first year of the Photography A Level is designed as a foundation year in order to give learners 
the core skills and knowledge needed to progress and develop a personal portfolio in preparation for 
component 1.

As most learners will not have studied photography before, the first year is split into a variety of tasks 
and short projects designed to teach the following:
• How to use a camera (specifically a DSLR)
• Photographic techniques
• How to achieve to the correct exposure
• Research and Analysis skills

The year will culminate in an extended project, designed to mirror that of the Externally Set Assignment 
at the end of the course.

Year 2
Component 1: Personal Investigation (60% of the qualification/120marks)

The Personal Investigation consists of two integrated constituent parts:
1. A major in-depth critical, practical and theoretical investigative project/portfolio and outcome/s 

based on themes and subject matter that have personal significance;
2. An extended written element of 1000 words minimum, which may contain images and texts and 

must clearly relate to practical and theoretical work using an appropriate working vocabulary and 
specialist terminology.

The Personal Investigation will be determined by the learner and teacher, assessed by the teacher and 
externally moderated. No time limit given.

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment (40% of the qualification/80marks)

The Externally Set Assignment consists of two parts:
1. Preparatory study period. Learners must select a stimuli or theme from the externally set 

assignment material and develop responses during the preparatory study period. They should take 
the form of critical, practical and theoretical preparatory work/supporting studies which inform the 
resolution of ideas in the 15 hours sustained focus study.

2. Part 2: 15 hour period of sustained focus work. The resolution of learners’ ideas from the 
preparatory work must be completed during a supervised period of 15 hours and they must show 
how their planning relates to the outcomes.
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