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Entry Requirements for subject:

• English Language at Grade 6 minimum.

• Ideally English Literature at Grade 6 as well; this will be important as the source 
analysis and evaluation necessary for the A Level is SIGNIFICANTLY harder than the 
GCSE.

• The examinations are all essay based questions and considerable reading and research 
is therefore required. 

• A 5 in GCSE History if History was taken would certainly be a good indication of 
ability. 



Why Politics?

• Most relevant and current A level you can study 

• It is different to any GCSE you have studied 

• You will learn how our system of government and politics works, and compare this 

with that of the USA. 

• Universities love it – it shows you are an engaged and critical human being

• We debate and discuss 

• Excellent career prospects – it works well with everything

• You will have lots to talk about with your parents and family!

• Politics is a lively, popular subject and A-level politics suits a variety of individuals and 

their interests. 

• A-level politics is the perfect course for those who keep their finger on the pulse of 

news and current affairs and extends and develops your debating skills when 

expressing your opinions.



What will the course cover and how is it structured?



What will the course cover and how is it structured?



What will the course cover and how is it structured?



What the course will 
cover?
How it is structured?



Is it right for me?
• Passionate about current affairs – examiners reward students for 

contemporary and up to date knowledge.

• Essay writing ability – all but one of the questions on the exam paper 

are between 12 and 30 mark essays. You ideally need to be getting a 6 in  

GCSE English.

• Contributions – politics lessons are built on debate and discussion. It is 

absolutely vital that you are an individual that feels confident sharing your 

ideas and opinions. 



Key skills needed to be successful on the course:

• Good work ethic; this course is not easy.

• Critical reasoning and analytical skills, including the capacity for solving problems and 
thinking creatively.

• Intellectual rigour and independence, including the ability to conduct detailed research

• Ability to construct an argument and communicate findings in a clear and persuasive manner, 
both orally and in writing.

• Capability to work without direct supervision and manage your time and priorities effectively.

• Ability to discuss ideas in groups, and to negotiate, question and summarise.

• Capacity to think objectively and approach problems and new situations with an open mind.

• Appreciation of the different factors that influence the activities of groups and individuals in 
society.



Future pathways

Jobs directly related to your degree include:

• Politician

• Academic

• Author 

• Civil Service

• Government social research officer

• Politician's assistant

• NGOs

• Public affairs consultant

• Public relations account executive

• Social researcher

• Secondary school teacher

• Management roles

• Academic librarian

• Broadcast journalist

• Charity officer

• Diplomatic Services operational officer

• Forensic accountant

• Human resources officer

• Local government officer

• Market researcher

• Marketing executive

• Newspaper journalist

• Public relations officer

• Stockbroker

• Policy officer

• Solicitor and related Law fields

• Editorial assistant

• Human resources officer

Remember that many employers accept qualifications from graduates with any degree subject, so don't restrict your 

thinking to the jobs listed here. Some politics graduates go on to further study at Masters level in order to specialise in an 

area of politics of interest to them. A politics degree opens doors to a broad range of careers, including political work, 

social and political research, journalism, HR and marketing. For instance: campaigning organisations or pressure groups 

and UK-based charities with an international presence are particularly suitable if you wish to pursue an international 

career.



Any questions?


