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Year 7  
Text  
 
 
Key knowledge 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary instruction 
 
 
 
 
Grammar, writing and 
assessment 
 
Core Themes  
 
 
Core Value 
 

‘Treasure Island’ 
 

‘The Gothic’ 
 

‘A Monster Calls’ 
 

Year 7 Poetry 
Anthology 
 

Writing Perspectives 
 

‘Shocking 
Shakespeare’ 
 

The creation of 
antagonists and 
protagonists in a 19th 
century novel. (A01, 
A02, A03) 
 
Characterisation, 
setting, metaphor, 
personification 
 
 
Writing to analyse 
fiction (PEAL) 
 
Pirates, Discovery, 
Travel, Good v Evil 
 
Curiosity 
 

Understanding how to 
create mood and tension 
through setting and 
writing techniques. (A05, 
A06) 
 
Pathetic Fallacy, 
characterisation, mood, 
tone, semantic field 
 
 
Writing to describe, 
narrative writing 
 
Gothic, Horror, 
Supernatural 
 
Discovery 

Development of 
character and plot 
through a whole text. 
(A01, A02, A03) 
 
 
Characterisation, 
identifying literary 
devices, rising action, 
climax, denouement 
 
Writing to analyse 
(PEAL) 
 
Family, Supernatural 
 
 
Empathy 

Understanding how poets 
create meaning through 
literary devices. (A01, 
A02, A03) 
 
Stanza, voice, caesura, 
enjambment, 
personification, 
metaphor, simile, sonnet 
 
 
Writing to analyse a 
poem (PEAL) 
 
Nature, Family 
 
 
Empathy 

Writing to inform, 
explain, persuade, 
advise and describe. 
(A05, A06) 
 
 
Setting, mood, voice, 
perspective 
 
 
 
Writing in a variety of 
forms; letter, article, 
speech 
Society, Culture 
 
 
Tolerance 

Historical context of 
William Shakespeare 
and understanding the 
key tenets of a tragedy. 
(A01, A02, A03) 
Tragedy, 
characterisation, 
sonnet, prologue, 
setting, mood 
 
 
Writing to analyse a 
Shakespearean tragedy  
Tragedy, Betrayal 
 
 
Tolerance, Empathy 

Year 8  
Text  
 
 
 
Key knowledge 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Greek Myths and 
Legends’ 
 

A 19th Century 
Childhood 
 

‘The Poetry of War’ 
 

‘The Bone Sparrow’ 
 

‘Julius Caesar’ 
 

‘Animal Farm’ 
 

Students are immersed 
in the fantastical world 
of Greek creation myths 
and from this 
understand discuss the 
central moral tenets of 
the stories. (A05, A06) 
 
 

Developing a knowledge 
of the treatment of the 
most vulnerable in 
Victorian society through 
fiction and non-fiction. 
(A01, A02, A03, A05,A06) 
Narrative, context, 
characterisation, pathos, 
pathetic fallacy, voice 

Understanding how the 
First World War 
influenced the creation 
of poetry and how 
modern war poetry 
helps shape our 
understanding of the 
contemporary world.  
(A01, A02, A03) 

Understanding how a 
novel can depict the 
tragedy of human 
migration through the 
perspective of a child 
refugee. (A01, A02, A03) 
 
Characterisation, plot, 
setting, pathetic fallacy, 

Developing a 
foundational knowledge 
of how Shakespeare 
conveys ideas of 
betrayal and violence 
through a tragedy play. 
(A01, A02, A03) 

Embedding 
understanding of the 
key tenets of an 
allegorical novella and 
how historical context 
inspires a writer to 
create a text. (A01, 
A02, A03, A05, A06) 
 



Vocabulary instruction 
 
 
 
 
 
Grammar and writing 
 
 
 
 
Core Themes 
 
 
 
Core Values 

Allusion, myth, 
narrative voice, 
characterisation, plot, 
hamartia 
 
 
 
 
Writing to persuade, 
advise, argue and 
describe, narrate 
 
 
Betrayal, Ambition, 
Pride, Violence 
 
 
Empathy, Humility 

Plot, setting, pathetic 
fallacy, rising action, 
characterisation 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing to inform, 
explain, advise, describe, 
narrate 
 
 
Children, poverty, crime 
 
 
 
Historical Awareness, 
Empathy 
 
 
 
 

Stanza, context, voice, 
pathos, mood, setting, 
simile, metaphor, 
personification, 
caesura, enjambment, 
iambic pentameter 
 
Writing to analyse 
(PEAL) 
 
 
 
War, Death, Terror 
 
 
 
Historical Awareness, 
Empathy 

exposition, rising action, 
climax, denouement 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing to analyse (PEAL) 
 
 
 
 
Emigration, Refugees 
 
 
 
Tolerance, Empathy 
 
 

Usurping, regicide, 
context, allegory, blood, 
guilt, madness, tyranny 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing to analyse 
(PEAL)  
 
 
 
Tragedy, Kingship 
 
 
 
Democracy, Fairness 

Allegory, context, 
characterisation,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing to inform, 
advise, analyse, 
describe, narrate 
 
 
Tyranny, Ambition 
 
 
 
Equality, Tolerance 

Year 9  
Text  
 
 
Key knowledge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary instruction 
 
 
 
Grammar and writing 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Sunlight on the 
Grass’ 

Short Stories 

Poetry – ‘identity and 
belonging’ 

 

‘Boy’s Don’t Cry’  Fairy Tales Writing ‘Macbeth’ 
 

Developing an 
understanding of how 
writers convey ideas 
about family 
relationships, 
unpleasant experiences 
and coming-of age. 
(AO1, AO2, AO3) 
 
Characterisation, 
setting, metaphor, 
epiphany 
 
 
 
Writing to analyse 
fiction (PEAL) 
 
 
 
 

Embedding an 
understanding of how 
poets explore the human 
condition and  
create meaning through 
literary devices. (A01, 
A02, A03,) 
 
 
Stanza, voice, caesura, 
enjambment, 
personification, 
metaphor, simile, sonnet 
 
 
Writing to analyse a 
poem (PEAL), creating a 
narrative through writing 
original poetry 
 

Embedding an 
understanding of how a 
novel’s plot and setting 
is inspired by the period 
in which it was written 
 (A01, A02, A03, AO5, 
AO6) 

 
 
Characterisation, plot, 
setting, pathetic fallacy, 
exposition, rising 
action, climax, 
denouement 
 
Writing to analyse 
(PEAL) 
 
 
 

Embedding knowledge of 
fairy tales and using these 
as a stimulus for opinion 
writing. 
 (AO5, AO6) 
 
 
 
 
Setting, mood, voice, 
perspective 
 
 
 
 
Writing in a variety of 
forms; letter, article, 
speech,  
 
 

Embedding knowledge of how Shakespeare 
explores ideas of chivalry, betrayal and tyranny 
through a tragedy play. 
 (AO1, AO2, AO3) 
 
 
 
 
Hamartia, hubris, catharsis, motif, tyranny, 
equivocation, regicide, tragedy, trochaic 
tetrameter, blank verse Great chain of being, divine 
right of kings, supernatural, tragedy, chivalry and 
kingship, machiavellianism 
 
 
Writing analytically  
 
 
 
 



Core Themes 
 
 
Core Values 

Childhood/ Growing up, 
 
 
 
Cultural Awareness, 
Empathy, Personal 
Development 
 
 
 

Conflict, Young and Old, 
Individuality 
 
 
Personal Development, 
Empathy 

Friendship, Belonging, 
Society, Power 
 
 
Temperament, 
Relationships 

Morality, Conflict, 
Stereotypes 
 
 
Justice, Respect, 
Relationships 

Tyranny, Abuse of Power, Conflict, Relationships, 
Stereotypes 
 
 
Justice, Democracy, Law and Order 

Year 10  
Text  
 
 
 
Key knowledge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary instruction 
 
 
 
 
 
Grammar and writing 
 
 
 
 
Core Themes 
 
 
Core Values 

Victorian Non- 
Fiction 

‘A Christmas Carol’ AQA ‘Love and Relationship’ Poetry 
 

AQA ‘Telling Tales’ Short Stories 
 

Securing knowledge of 
the conditions in the 
workhouse and The 
Poor Laws and 
responding 
comparatively to 
non-fiction sources. 
(AO1, AO2, AO3, AO5, 
AO6) 
 
(Workhouse conditions, 
The Poor Laws, Child 
Poverty) 
 
Pathos, allegory, 
purgatory, 
philanthropy, 
charactonym, antithesis 
 
Summarising, 
comparing two texts,  
 
 
 
Prejudice, Society, 
Historical Awareness 
 
Empathy, Tolerance 

Securing knowledge of 
how an author uses their 
writing as a social and 
moral commentary to 
inspire change. (AO1, 
AO2, AO3 
 
(Christmas traditions,  
Dickens’ Life, The 
Industrial Revolution, 
Malthus and the Poor 
Laws) 
 
Allegory, symbolism/ 
motif, omniscient 
narrator, redemption 
 
Closed book analysis, 
sustaining a thesis, 
avoiding comma splices 
 
Charity, Society, Poverty 
 
Social Responsibility, 
Compassion for others 

Securing knowledge of how poets explore love and 
relationships and how they create meaning through 
literary devices. (AO1, AO2, AO3) 
 
 
 
 
(Poetic form: Dramatic monologues ‘Porphyria’s 
Lover’, Sonnets ‘Sonnet 29’, Ballad Love’s 
Philosophy) 
 
 
Iambic pentameter, sonnet, quatrain, volta, rhyme, 
refrain, conceit, couplet, allusion, caesura, 
enjambment, verse 
 
 
Comparing two poems 
 
 
 
 
Relationships, Conflict 
 
 
Empathy, Respect, Independence  

Securing an understanding of how writers convey 
ideas about family relationships, identity and 
coming-of-age. 
 
 
 
 
(Characterisation and the creation of antagonists 
and protagonists, Freytag’s story structure and 
plot) 
 
 
Epiphany, stream of consciousness, narrative voice, 
bildungsroman, syntax, prolepsis, analepsis  
 
 
Comparison skills, word level analysis 
 
 
 
 
Relationships, Growing up, Conflict, Death, Culture 
 
Compassion, Respect, Acceptance 

Year 11  
 
 

AQA English 
Language Paper 1 
Reading & Writing  

A Christmas Carol/ 
Love and Relationship 
Poetry Mastery 

AQA English 
Language  Paper 2- 
Reading  & Writing 

Macbeth/ Unseen 
Poetry Mastery 

MASTERY – class 
specific  

N/A 



 
 
Key knowledge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary instruction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grammar and writing 
 

Securing knowledge 
of how to read 
fluently and write 
effectively. They 
should be able to 
demonstrate a 
confident control of 
Standard English and 
they should be able 
to write 
grammatically 
correct sentences, 
deploy figurative 
language and analyse 
texts. 
 
Consolidate 
understanding of the 
range of fiction 
techniques that can 
be used. 
 
 
Writing fluently for 
an appropriate 
audience and with 
effect. 

 Securing knowledge 
of how to read 
fluently and write 
effectively. They 
should be able to 
demonstrate a 
confident control of 
Standard English and 
they should be able 
to write 
grammatically 
correct sentences, 
deploy figurative 
language and analyse 
texts. 
 
Consolidate  
understanding of the 
range of non-fiction 
techniques that can 
be used 
 
 
Writing fluently for 
an appropriate 
audience and with 
effect. 
 

   

Year 12  
Text and assessment 
 
 
 
Key knowledge 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary instruction 
 
 
 
Grammar and writing 

Teacher 1: Wuthering Heights 
Teacher 2: A Thousand Splendid Suns 
 
Feminism, literary criticism, gender, empire, 
war, society, relationships, marriage, property, 
stream of consciousness, modernism, race, 
hatred, love, romanticism, suicide, death, 
capitalism, Byronic hero, antihero, subversive 
females, equality. 
 
Genre, narrative voice, palimpsest, sketch, 
irony, diatribe, parody, stream of 
consciousness, allusion. 
 
AO1- argument and lit terminology 

Teacher 2: Streetcar 
Teacher 1: Poetry 
(Victorian) 
 
 
American society, 
Victorian period, 
emigration, 
immigration, 
domestic violence, 
hatred, love,  gender, 
economics, race, 
repression, antihero, 
death, desire, social 

Teacher 2: Coursework  
Teacher 1: Poetry 
 
 
Prose, genre, narrative, 
form, symbolism, 
motifs, imagery, 
characterisation 
See Edexcel key 
terminology guide 
 
 
AO1- argument and lit 
terminology 
AO2- analysis 

Revision and mastery Revision and 
mastery 



AO2- analysis 
AO3- contextual awareness and influences 
AO4- comparison between texts 
 

tension, The 
American Dream 
 
 
Metaphor, anaphora, 
exposition, rising 
action, denouement, 
climax, dramatic 
irony, setting, volta, 
caesura, rhythm, 
narrative voice 
 
AO1- argument and 
lit terminology 
AO2- analysis 
AO3- contextual 
awareness and 
influences 
AO4- comparison 
between texts 
 
 

AO3- contextual 
awareness and 
influences 
AO4- comparison 
between texts 
AO5- literary criticism  
 

Year 13  
Text and assessment 
 
Key knowledge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary instruction 
 
 
 
Grammar and writing 

Teacher 1: Othello and critical anthology 
Teacher 2: Poetry (modern) 
 
Race, gender, sexuality, patriarchy, violence, 
submission, cuckolding, shame, Jacobean 
society, Elizabethan society, perception, gulling, 
empire, colonialism, addiction, pre marital 
pregnancy, parenthood, childhood, terrorism, 
9/11, Shakespearean method. 
 
Asyndetic listing, volta, aside, soliloquy, 
narrative voice, semantic field, binary 
opposition, caesura, iambic pentameter, 
rhythm, verse, prose, stanza, subplot, antihero 
 
AO1- argument and lit terminology 
AO2- analysis 
AO3- contextual awareness and influences 
AO4- comparison between texts 
AO5- literary criticism 
 

Revision and mastery  Revision and mastery Revision and mastery Revision and 
mastery 



 


