
 

TLA Admissions Policy  1 

 

Admissions Policy for Entry into The Langley Academy September 2022 

Aim of the Trust  
  

One community. Many ideas. Everyone’s future.   

  

We aim to provide an exceptional education for every child in the Trust through an ethos of collaboration 

and high aspirations and through the principles of quality learning using curiosity, exploration and 

discovery.   

 

This policy is linked to 

Equality Policy 

 

Part One:  Admission to all year groups except the Sixth Form 

1. General 
 
1.1. The Langley Academy is an inclusive school and welcomes children from the whole of the Slough 

area and beyond.  The Governors are also committed to ensuring that the admissions to The 
Academy reflect the full range of ability. 
 

1.2. The Langley Academy will admit up to 180 students in Year 7.  
 

1.3. Admissions to The Langley Academy are co-ordinated through the Slough LA’s Co-ordinated 
Scheme and its timetable.  Applications should be submitted on the Common Application Form 
to the local authority responsible for the parental address. In addition to naming the Academy 
as a preference on the LEA CAF form, parents/carers must also complete The Langley Academy 
Registration Form which is available on The Academy website. 

 

1.4. In order to ensure the intake to The Academy represents the full range of ability, The Academy 
uses student banding as part of its admissions arrangements if it is oversubscribed. Banding is 
determined by use of a test which students are invited to take once The Langley Academy 
Registration Form is received by the school.  Other than to determine the ability band into 
which a student will be placed, the assessment of a student’s ability plays no other part in the 
admission arrangements for The Langley Academy. 

 
1.5. All timely applications received by the published deadline, which appears on the two application 

forms and on The Langley Academy website, are considered on an ‘equal preference’ basis. 
 

1.6. The law requires Governors to admit pupils with an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) 
where the school has been specifically named as the most appropriate placement. These 
applications will usually be agreed in advance of the main allocation process. Where they are a 
late application the Governors can be required to admit even if the planned admission number 
has been reached. 

 
2. Oversubscription criteria 

 
2.1. If there are more applicants than the number of places available the following oversubscription 

criteria will be applied. All applicants who name The Academy as a preference on their LEA CAF 
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Form, including those with an Education, Health and Care Plan that names The Academy, will 
be asked to take a non-verbal reasoning test (or similar). The test score enables students to be 
placed into one of nine ability bands, with a similar number of places in each band.   After places 
have been allocated to children with an Education, Health and Care Plan that names The Langley 
Academy, places within each band will be allocated in the following order of priority: 
 

2.1.1. Children in care.1 This category includes a ‘looked after child’ or a child who was 
previously looked after but immediately after being looked after became subject to an 
adoption, residence or special guardianship order2 including those who appear (to the 
admissions authority) to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be in 
state care as a result of being adopted. 

 
2.1.2. Children of staff employed by The Langley Academy in either or both of the following 

circumstances a) where the member of staff has been employed by The Langley Academy 
for two or more years at the time at which the application for admission to the Academy 
is made, and b) where the member of staff is recruited to fill a vacant post for which there 
is a demonstrable skill shortage. 

 
2.1.3. Children who attend a primary school that is formally linked with The Langley Academy 

through The Arbib Education Trust.  These are The Langley Heritage Primary and The 
Langley Academy Primary.  

If more than 20 children from The Arbib Education Trust primary schools fall into one band 
they will be evenly spread into the next nearest bands with a space.  

 
2.1.4. Siblings. Children are considered as siblings if they have brothers or sisters, half brother 

or sister including step, adopted or foster or the child of the parent/carer’s partner where 
the child for whom The Academy place is sought is living permanently in the same family 
unit at the same address as the sibling and attending The Langley Academy in years 7 to 
10 at the time the child is due to start the Academy. (Please note this does not apply if the 
older sibling joined the Academy at sixth form level or if the older child is in Year 11 at 
the time of application).  
 

2.1.5. Distance from the Academy3. Other applicants on the basis of proximity of the 
permanent home address4 to the Academy.  

Tie break 

Should applicants need to be prioritised on the basis of an individual oversubscription criterion then the 
Distance Criterion3, proximity of the permanent home address to The Academy will apply. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

1 i.e. children in the care of a local authority, as defined in the Children Act 1989, s.22  

2 Adoption and Children Act 2002, s.46; Children Act 1989, s.8 and s.14A. Evidence of this status will be required 

3Distance criterion - For admission purposes, distance is measured in a straight line using the co-ordinates derived 

from the National London Property Gazetteer from the centre of the child’s home address to the school’s main gate. 

The straight-line measurement has no relevance to how you would walk to school. Distance is not measured using 

Google or other similar apps. 

4A child’s permanent address is the place of normal residence during term time.  Where parental responsibility is 
shared, the address of the parent/carer who receives the Child Benefit Allowance or Child Tax Credits for the child 
will be taken as the permanent address 
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2.2 If places become vacant in a band, for example, because parents/carers accept offers of places 
at other schools, and no applicants in those bands remain without a place, they will be evenly 
filled by children falling into the next nearest bands (i.e. the bands on either side, below or 
above.  
 

2.3 Late applications are dealt with in accordance with the procedures set down by Slough LA as 
part of their co-ordinated scheme. 
 

2.4 The Academy provides reasonable opportunities for children to take the entrance test that is 
used to determine the ability band for each child, but with the exception of children with an 
Education, Health and Care Plan that names The Langley Academy, children who have sat the 
Academy’s entrance test will be given priority over those who have not.   
 

3. Waiting Lists 
 

3.1. Where in any year The Langley Academy receives more applications for places than there are 
places available a waiting list is maintained by the Academy from September of the year to 
which the allocation applies.  It is open to any parent/carer to ask for his or her child’s name to 
be placed on the waiting list, following an unsuccessful application. The waiting list is ongoing 
and an applicant’s name remains on the waiting list until they are offered a place or a parent 
requests they are removed.   
 

3.2. A child’s position on the waiting list is determined solely in accordance with the 
oversubscription criteria set out in Section 2 above until 30 September. Where places become 
vacant they are allocated to children on the waiting list in accordance with the oversubscription 
criteria.  

 

4.  Fair Access Protocol  

The Academy is required to participate in the Fair Access Protocol introduced by the government in 
September 2007. This can, on rare occasions, require the school to be directed to admit a pupil where 
no alternative school can be found. This could mean such a child being admitted ahead of the waiting 
list or in very exceptional circumstances even if the year group is full.  

 

5. Multiple births or children with birth dates in the same academic year. 

In cases where there is one place available and the next student on the waiting list is one from the same 
family born in the same academic year every effort will be made to admit both students. If one child is 
selected for a place within their band the same year sibling will be ranked in their band immediately 
below Looked After children. 

 

6. In Year Admissions 

Admission into year groups other than the year of entry (Year 7). Applications for places in Years 8-11 
can be made at any point of the academic year, via the ‘In Year Transfer Form’. Where no places are 
available, applicants will be offered the opportunity to go on to the waiting list. The order of the waiting 
list will be applied as outlined in section 2.  Applications may be made via The Academy’s ‘In Year Transfer 
Form’ (available on The Academy’s website www.langleyacademy.org  under Admissions). If parents 
decline an offer of a place, they may subsequently re-join the waiting list. Parents/carers whose 
application is turned down are entitled to appeal to an independent appeals panel.  

http://www.langleyacademy.org/
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Parents will be notified of the outcome of their in-year application in writing within 10 school days of 
their child taking the Banding Test. 

Where an application is refused, parents will be told in writing the reason for refusal and their right of 
appeal to an independent appeals panel. 

 

7. Appeals 

Parents/carers who are not offered a place for their child have the right to appeal to an independent 
appeal panel. Parents/carers wishing to appeal should obtain an appeal form from the Academy.  The 
form should be sent to reach the Clerk to the Appeal Panel, as detailed on the clerk’s appeal form.  This 
should be done within 14 days of the date of the letter confirming the governors’ decision not to offer a 
place.  Should an appeal be unsuccessful, the governing body will not consider further appeals within 
the same academic year unless there have been significant or material changes in the child’s 
circumstances. 

 

Part Two: Admissions to The Langley Academy Sixth Form. 

Candidates for the Sixth Form may be in Year 11 at The Langley Academy or following courses at other 
schools. Students will need to meet the entrance criteria set out in the Sixth Form Prospectus.  

 

The Sixth Form Prospectus and application form are available from the school or our website. The course 
booklet showing the range of courses available and the application form can be downloaded from the 
school’s website (https://www.langleyacademy.org/84/admissions). The planned admission number for 
Year 12 entry, including existing TLA Year 11 students and external applicants, is 130 

 

1. Internal candidates  
 

The Langley Academy students notify the school during Year 11 of their wish to stay on to follow courses 
in the Sixth Form through completion of the application form. Forms must be returned by the published 
deadline which appears both on the form and on our website. Students must hold a conditional offer of 
a place which may be made following a Careers Information Advice and Guidance (CIAG) interview with 
the school. On GCSE results day, applicants holding a conditional offer must attend an enrolment 
interview with the school where the place may be confirmed if the published eligibility criteria have been 
met.  

 

2.  External candidates 
  

Applications for places from external candidates can be made by either the parents/carers and/or the 
student. Places are considered on receipt of the completed application form and reference from the 
student’s Head of Year regarding predicted grades. Forms must be returned by the published deadline 
which appears both on the form and on our website. Students may then be given a conditional offer. On 
results day, applicants holding a conditional offer must attend an enrolment interview with the school 
where the place may be confirmed if the published eligibility criteria have been met. 

If applications are received after the published deadline they will be classified as late and students will 
be advised to contact The Academy on GCSE results day.  

 

https://www.langleyacademy.org/84/admissions
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3.  Allocation of places (oversubscription criteria)  
 

In the case of oversubscription for a place on a particular course from students who meet entry 
requirements, places will be offered first to students within The Academy and then to external 
applicants. The following criteria will be used to allocate to external applicants the available places on 
those courses that receive more applications than can be accommodated: Applicants with EHCPs that 
name a school in their plan are required to be admitted to the school that is named and who meet the 
academic requirements for the course. The admission authority does not have the right to refuse 
admission. Remaining places will be allocated in the following descending order:  

 

3.1. Children in care, i.e. children in the care of a local authority as defined in the Children Act 1989. 
This category includes a ‘looked after child’ or a child who was previously looked after but 
immediately after being looked after became subject to an adoption, residence or special 
guardianship order2  
 

3.2. Students with siblings at the school at the time of admission. Children are considered as siblings 
if they have brothers or sisters, half brother or sister including step, adopted or foster or the 
child of the parent/carer’s partner where the child for whom The Academy place is sought is 
living permanently in the same family unit at the same address as the sibling and attending The 
Langley Academy in years 7 to 10 at the time the child is due to start the Academy. (Please note 
this does not apply if the older sibling joined the Academy at sixth form level or if the older 
child is in Year 11 at the time of application). 

 

3.3. All other applicants who meet the academic requirements of the course (available on The 
Academy’s website www.langleyacademy.org  under Sixth Form). 

 

Tie breaker: If The Academy does not have enough places for all applicants within a particular category 
places will be prioritised by means of a tie breaker, distance from The Academy using the Distance 
Criterion3- on the basis of proximity of the permanent home address4 to the Academy.  

 

4. Waiting lists  

The waiting list will be held in order of the admission criteria. It will be maintained until the beginning of 
term the following September.  

 

5. English & Maths GCSE retakes  

All students who have achieved the grades required to enter the Sixth Form, but who have not achieved 
a Grade 4 in either English Language or English Literature (only one of them is required) or Maths, will 
be required to attend ‘retake’ classes and resit the GCSE exams in those subjects, until they achieve a 
Grade 4.  

 

6. Late applications  

If an application is received after the deadline, this will be considered ‘late’. Late applications will be 
considered after the allocation of places and notified after the main allocation date, unless exceptional 
circumstances apply, e.g. hospitalisation of a parent or a family has just moved into the area. In such 
instances, evidence will be required.  

http://www.langleyacademy.org/
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7. Multiple births or children with birth dates in the same academic year  

Application for places is based on meeting the individual requirements of the course. However, in cases 
where there is one place available and the next student on the waiting list is one from the same family 
born in the same academic year every effort will be made to admit both students, subject to the 
availability of appropriate courses.  

 

8. Accepting or declining the offer of a place  

Places are offered on the understanding that there is a two-year commitment to meet the academic 
requirements of the course.  

Parents/carers are required to accept or decline the allocated place using the form sent with the 
conditional offer letter. The form must be returned to the school within two weeks from the date of the 
offer letter. Failure to respond may result in the place being withdrawn. Parents/carers are requested to 
advise The Academy at any stage, if they are not accepting the place for any reason.  

 

9. Appeals  

If a student is not offered a place, both parents/carers and the student have the right to appeal, either 
jointly or separately, against non-admission. If the appeal is lodged separately, both appeals will be heard 
together. A panel, independent of the school, will hear appeals. Their decision is binding on all parties. 
Appeals for admission into the Sixth Form will take place after GCSE results have been published. 

 

Review Date:  March 2021 

Ratified Date:  June 2021  

Date of next review:  October 2022  

 


