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Olakunle Babarinde 
Chair of Governors 

  

Olakunle has a degree in Physics from the University of Sussex and a Post-
graduate diploma in Management in Computing from Middlesex University, 
which are the foundation of his almost 30 years in financial services and 
property investment.  

With a corporate career that spanned 25 years as an award-winning finance 
technology specialist, Olakunle is a proven strategic thinker and experienced 
negotiator, who has worked with hundreds of organisations to deliver 
strategic income generation and business development through periods of 
challenging organisational transformation. Throughout his career he has 
also been a mentor to young entrepreneurs. He now runs his own private 
investment business. 

Olakunle is a father of 2 girls, 8yrs and 3yrs and he is also Trustee of Making 
The leap, the charity of the Social Mobility Awards, Board Secretary and 
Trustee of Black Cultural Archives and Trustee of St John’s Notting-Hill 
Parochial Church Council.  
 

Annabel Nicoll 
Sponsor & Trustee 

 

Sponsor of the Trust, Annabel has a degree in History of Art with History 
from Bristol University and she qualified as a Physiotherapist with 1st class 
honours from UCL and The Middlesex Hospital in 1997.  Annabel was a 
founding trustee of The River and Rowing Museum in Henley-on-Thames 
from its opening in 1998, serving for 21 years until 2019.  She is a trustee of 
the Annabel Arbib Foundation (formerly The Arbib Foundation) which 
sponsors The Arbib Education Trust. 

 
Annabel was a founding trustee of the Academy Sponsors Trust and then 
sat on the Academy Sponsors Advisory Council for the Specialist Schools 
and Academies Trust during the early years of the Academy programme.    
She was appointed an Honorary Member of the Council of the NSPCC in 
2007 having been a member of their National Appeal Board during the FULL 
STOP campaign.  Annabel is also a Governor at Lambrook School, near 
Bracknell where she chairs the Education Committee. 
 
Annabel is married with 3 children. 
 



  
  

Mariya Ahmed 
Parent Governor 

 

Mariya has a Masters degree in Journalism from the University of Surrey. 
She is a freelance journalist and broadcaster.  She has worked in both radio, 
television and for HGO’s throughout her career. 

Mariya has experience in assisting the senior leadership team in her 
children’s previous London school in a voluntary capacity.  She has always 
been a core member of the Parent and Teachers Association.  She has set up 
school newspapers as well as helped with introducing literacy programmes 
for children.  She is also dedicated to philanthropic work. 

Mariya’s three children attend schools in the Arbib Trust.  Mariya enjoys 
travelling and is an avid reader of current affairs and anthropology.  She also 
has an interest in interiors and the Arts. 

Crosby Katsholo 
Staff Governor 

 

Crosby has over 20 years teaching experience in the UK and abroad.  He is 
currently the Head of the Maths Department at The Langley Academy, and 
has been at the Academy since its inception in 2009. 
 
Crosby is a graduate from the University of Zimbabwe and is currently 
reading for his Masters at the Institute of Education, UCL.  He is passionate 
about working with young people and is deeply committed to ensuring that 
the students in the Academy receive an exceptional education. 
 
Crosby enjoys travelling with his family, hiking, and reading in his spare 
time. 

Sean Thistleton 
Governor 

 

Sean studied Environmental Biology at the University of Liverpool, before 
completing a Masters in Radiation Biophysics at the University of St 
Andrews. 
 
He started his working life at Land Rover UK, and also spent some time at 
an independent school as their Business Manager, but he has spent most of 
his career in research funding charities – primarily the Welcome Trust. Here 
Sean has held a wide variety of roles for over 25 years including operational 
and strategic roles in their Science, Grants, IT and Investment functions. 
 
He is married with 2 children, loves sport and travel and still manages to 
turn out on a regular basis for his local cricket club. 
 



  
  

Rubyat Wahid 
Governor 

 

Rubyat is a former student of Langley Academy; being at the academy at its 
inception in 2009, studying through GCSEs and A-Levels, taking on the role 
of Head Boy during his time in sixth form at the academy. He holds a 
Masters in Physics with theoretical Physics degree from Imperial College 
London. Ruby's post university career spans from working in the financial 
services sector in banks J.P. Morgan and Credit Suisse, eventually going into 
working in management consulting. Ruby is now a manager at a supply 
chain and technology focussed consulting firm - State of Flux.  

 
Ruby has a huge passion for supporting training and education topics, 
regularly participating in mentoring and awareness initiatives. Outside of 

work, Ruby enjoys cooking, sports - particularly football and cricket.     
 

 

Zahra Malik 
Governor 

 

Zahra was one of the initial in-take at Langley Academy at its inception in 
2009 and a prominent member of Darwin House.  After graduation from 
Plymouth University, she completed a Masters degree in infection and 
immunity.  
 
Now working in sales, she is responsible for the business development and 
strategy of a leading diagnostics company in central London.  Outside of 
work, she plays piano and is a member of the Maidenhead Rowing Club. 
 

  
  


