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Olakunle Babarinde 
Chair of Governors

 

  

Olakunle has a degree in Physics from the University of Sussex and a Post-
graduate diploma in Management in Computing from Middlesex University, 
which are the foundation of his almost 30 years in financial services and 
property investment.  

With a corporate career that spanned 25 years as an award-winning finance 
technology specialist, Olakunle is a proven strategic thinker and experienced 
negotiator, who has worked with hundreds of organisations to deliver 
strategic income generation and business development through periods of 
challenging organisational transformation. Throughout his career he has 
also been a mentor to young entrepreneurs. He now runs his own private 
investment business. 

Olakunle is a father of 2 girls, 8yrs and 3yrs and he is also Trustee of Making 
The leap, the charity of the Social Mobility Awards, Board Secretary and 
Trustee of Black Cultural Archives and Trustee of St John’s Notting-Hill 
Parochial Church Council.  
 

Annabel Nicoll 
Sponsor & Trustee 

 

Sponsor of the Trust, Annabel has a degree in History of Art with History 
from Bristol University and she qualified as a Physiotherapist with 1st class 
honours from UCL and The Middlesex Hospital in 1997.  Annabel was a 
founding trustee of The River and Rowing Museum in Henley-on-Thames 
from its opening in 1998, serving for 21 years until 2019.  She is a trustee of 
the Annabel Arbib Foundation (formerly The Arbib Foundation) which 
sponsors The Arbib Education Trust. 

 
Annabel was a founding trustee of the Academy Sponsors Trust and then 
sat on the Academy Sponsors Advisory Council for the Specialist Schools 
and Academies Trust during the early years of the Academy programme.    
She was appointed an Honorary Member of the Council of the NSPCC in 
2007 having been a member of their National Appeal Board during the FULL 
STOP campaign.  Annabel is also a Governor at Lambrook School, near 
Bracknell where she chairs the Education Committee. 
 
Annabel is married with 3 children. 
 



  
  

Mariya Ahmed 
Parent Governor 

 

Mariya has a Masters degree in Journalism from the University of Surrey. 
She is a freelance journalist and broadcaster.  She has worked in both radio, 
television and for HGO’s throughout her career. 

Mariya has experience in assisting the senior leadership team in her 
children’s previous London school in a voluntary capacity.  She has always 
been a core member of the Parent and Teachers Association.  She has set up 
school newspapers as well as helped with introducing literacy programmes 
for children.  She is also dedicated to philanthropic work. 

Mariya’s three children attend schools in the Arbib Trust.  Mariya enjoys 
travelling and is an avid reader of current affairs and anthropology.  She also 
has an interest in interiors and the Arts. 

Crosby Katsholo 
Staff Governor 

 

Crosby has over 20 years teaching experience in the UK and abroad.  He is 
currently the Head of the Maths Department at The Langley Academy, and 
has been at the Academy since its inception in 2009. 
 
Crosby is a graduate from the University of Zimbabwe and is currently 
reading for his Masters at the Institute of Education, UCL.  He is passionate 
about working with young people and is deeply committed to ensuring that 
the students in the Academy receive an exceptional education. 
 
Crosby enjoys travelling with his family, hiking, and reading in his spare 
time. 

Zahra Malik 
Governor 

 

Zahra was one of the initial in-take at Langley Academy at its inception in 
2009 and a prominent member of Darwin House.  After graduation from 
Plymouth University, she completed a Masters degree in infection and 
immunity.  
 
Now working in sales, she is responsible for the business development and 
strategy of a leading diagnostics company in central London.  Outside of 
work, she plays piano and is a member of the Maidenhead Rowing Club. 
 



  
  

Sam Johnson 
Governor 

 
 
 

Sam has a degree in International History and Politics from the University of 
Leeds, a Masters in Education Leadership from St Mary’s University and the 
National Professional Qualification for Headship from The Institute of 
Education. She is currently Deputy Headteacher at The Fulham Boys School 
and has worked in 3 other London schools. Sam is passionate about 
inclusion and the transformational nature of a high-quality education. She is 
committed to ensuring that all young people, particularly the most 
disadvantaged in society, have access to the best possible education. 

 
Sam has taken part in several international projects focusing on increasing 
educational opportunities around the world, particularly in empowering 
women and girls. This has including school building projects in Mozambique 
and Rwanda.  

 
Sam is a keen cook and, also enjoys spending time with her wife and their 
two dogs exploring new places in their motorhome.   
 

Misan Wellspring 
Parent Governor 

 

Misan has a Masters degree in Leadership in Education, A PGCE in 
Secondary Education and a degree in Product Design Engineering. She is 
currently the Leader of KS5 at a local secondary school. Throughout her 
15years as a practitioner in education, she has helped schools increase their 
cultural capital by organising and executing internationl trips to Europe, 
America and Asia, helped an academy set up and run subjects as head of 
faculty, and recently increased the number of intakes and attendance in a 
sixth form at a local secondary school. 
 
Misan’s two children attend TLA and enjoys developing young people into 
great adults, travelling, music and cooking.  

  
  


