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01st March 2022 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I hope that your child enjoyed well-earned half-term break and that both they and your family remained safe 

during the recent storms.  If you or your family have been adversely affected by the storm please don’t 

hesitate to contact a member of the school pastoral team.  Below are some key updates as we move into the 

second half of the spring term: 

Uniform 
 
As an Academy we would like to thank you for your support with uniform and we have been very pleased with 
the response in students to ensuring no ear phones are seen.  With the temperatures now increasing we will 
be returning to full academy uniform with no coats being worn in lessons, the atrium or the restaurant.   The 
advice is that to support with COVID-19 classrooms are regularly ventilated but there is no need to have 
windows open for the full duration of the lesson. 
 
In the terms of masks, you will know that they are no longer a national requirement and so we will work 
without them in the Academy.  Also, in line with government guidance, we will no longer provide LFD tests or 
masks. 
 
Students Leaving Lesson 
 
As an Academy we believe that students can manage the various learning blocks throughout the day without 
the need to leave lessons to go the toilet.  However, we do appreciate that some students may have a medical 
condition that means this is not possible.  If this is the case then please can you contact your child’s Raising 
Standards Leader to discuss the situation. 
 
Vaping 
 
Schools across the country are seeing a rise in the number of young people that are vaping for fun rather than 
as a method of breaking a cigarette addiction.  Unfortunately, many shops and companies are targeting the 
younger generation with the ‘fun designs and flavours’ that vapes use.  As an Academy vaping will not be 
tolerated and we will be running a house tutor session on the dangers of vaping.  In order to support you with 
conversations at home please see below some useful information in relation to vapes that has been provided 
by Cancer Prevention. 
 

• Nicotine – The majority of vapes contain nicotine which can cause issues with young people’s brain 

development, learning, mood and impulse control.  It can also lead to an increase in depression and 

anxiety.  Nicotine is highly addictive and this means that those who smoke vapes are more likely to 

progress to cigarettes. 

• Dangerous Chemicals – Vapes have a number of chemicals in them and this includes those that are 

nicotine free.  Some chemicals include: 

o Formaldehyde – found in glue and embalming fluid. 

o Diacetyl – a known cause of lung disease. 

o Benzene – linked to leukaemia. 
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• Other materials – in some vape smoke particles of metal have been found. 

• Lithium Batteries – these powers the vape and have unexpectedly exploded causing serious injury to 

people.  This is why they are banned from aeroplanes. 

• Legal Age – The legal age of purchase is 18 and police are urged to confiscate vapes from anyone 

under the age of 16. 

Public Health England advice remains that “smokers should switch to vaping products to help them quit 

smoking, but non-smokers should not take up vaping. Vaping products contain significantly less harmful 

chemicals than cigarettes but are not without some risks.”  If you feel that your child is already heavily 

addicted to cigarettes then please contact a member of the school safeguarding team so that we can put the 

correct support in place. 

I would like to thank you for your support with all aspects of pastoral life and education at The Langley 

Academy and should you have any questions please do contact a member of the Academy’s pastoral team. 

Your sincerely 

 
 
Simon Tattersall 
Deputy Headteacher / DSL 
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